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YZE HILE I have been read. 

ing Hiſtory, or conſiders 
ing the State of humane 
Affairs, how wofully I 
are neglected, how fool- 
iſhly managed, or how 
wickedly diſconcerted and 
confounded, in the moſt 
and beſt Countries: When 
I have remembered how 
large, every where, is the Source of Miſchief, 
how eaſily it is ſet a running, and how plenti- 
fully it flows ; how it is daily breaking into 
new Channels, and yet none of the old ones 


VOL, II. A 2 are 


4 CATOs LETTERS. 


are. ever ſuffered to wax dry ; I have been apt 
to wonder, that the general Condition of Man- 
kind, tho? already vaſtly unhappy, is not ſtill 
worſe. | qr tut 
Pope Æneas Sylvius muſt have had ſuch Re- 
flections as theſe, when he ſaid, that This Worl: 
did, in a great Meaſure, govern itſelf. He had 
many Examples before bis Eyes, how eaſy it 
was tq govern wretchedly, and yet continue to 
overn. The Papacy it ſelf might particularly 
— furniſhed him with many Examples. It 
is a Fairy Dominion, founded upon Non Enti- 
ties, Inventions, and Abominations; ſupported 
by Lies and Terrors; exerciſed with Cruelty, 
Craft, and Rapine; and producing Meannels, 
Deluſion, and Poverty, where-ever it prevails, 
What could appear more ſtrange, incredible, 
and ſhameful, than to ſee a mean Monk, _— 
in a Corner of the World, and ruling an 
plundering it all ; living in Crimes, Pride, and 
Folly, and controuling Chriſtendom by the 
Sounds of Huwility, Holineſs, and Infallibili- 


ty; ſubſiſting upon the Spoils and Induſtry of 


Nations, and engaging Nations in a blind 
Conſpiracy againſt themſelves, for the Defence 


of their Oppreſſor; pronouncing the Peace of 


God to Mankind, and animating Mankind to 
continual Quarrels and Slaughters; declaring 
himſelf the Vicar of Chriſt, and making un- 
relenting War againſt the Followers of Chriſt; 
and, finally, the Father of Chriſtendom, and 
the Deſtroyer of Chriſtians. | 
All this — and Impudence was ob- 
vious to common Senſe, and felt by long Ex. 
perience. But how little do Men ſea 4 
| they 
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they are taught to be afraid of their Eye. ſight! 
Even the Reformation, one of the greateſt 
Bleſſings that ever befel Europe, has but par- 
tially removed this mighty and enormous U- 
ſurpation. The Root of the Evil ſtill remains; 
— Men are not yet weary of fighting about 
Words, Subtilties, Chimeras, and about the 
Shape of their Thoughts and Imagination; a 
Thing as much out of their own Power, as the 
Shape of their Limbs, or the Motion of the 
Winds: The Iſſue and Deſign of all which is, 
that their Leaders in Strife reap the Fruits of 
it, and gather the Spoils, the u hole Spoils of 
thoſe Battles, in which Craft only blows the 
Trumpet, while Ignorance weilds the Sword, 
and runs all the Danger. 

If in this, as in other Wars, none would 
fight but thoſe that are paid, or find their Ac- 
| count in fighting, the Combatants would ſoon: 
| be reduced to a few; and they too would 
| quickly leave a Field where there Was no 
. Booty. | 
p Will the World never learn, that one Man's 
| Corn grows not the worſe, becauſe another 
Man uſes different Words in his Devotion? That 
Pride and Anger, Wealth and Power, are of 
no Religion ? And that Religion is inſeparable 
from Charity and Peace? 

I am told, that the famous Combuſtion, 
raiſed ſome Years ago at Hamburgh, by one 
Krumbultz, a Divine, and in which that free 
City had Vike to have periſhed, was occaſion'd 
by this momentous Queſtion, namely, whether 
in the Lord's Prayer we ſhould ſay, Our Father, 
or, Father our -—— A hopeful Point of De- 

AJ bate, 
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bate, to be the Cauſe of Civil Diſſention, and 


a true Specimen of the Importance and Con- 
ſequences of Eccleſiaſtical Diſputes, and of the 
Spirit of thoſe that manage them ! 3 
It is a ſhameful Satire upon the Wickedneſs 
of ſome, and the Weakneſs of others, thus to 
endanger the Peace of Society and their own, 
for the Sake of a Sound; to be thus eager for 
Trifles; and thus to concern Heaven and Earth 


in behalf of Conceits, which of themſelves 


concern neither: but, as they are generally 


managed, do both provoke God and hurt Men. 


But fo it will ever be, as long as Men, in 
Poſſeſſion of Reverence, find their Ends and 
Gratifications in fetching knotty Diſtinctions 


out of the plain Word of God, and making 


them of equal Importance with it. ä 

Thus unhappy has the greateſt Part of the 
World been, and is in its Ghoſtly Govern- 
ment; two Words which are a Contradiction 
to each other; ſince the Mind and Under- 
ftanding, in which alone all Religion that is 
rational doth reſide, can never be altered or 
controuled by any other Means, than that of 
Counſel, Reaſoning, and Exhortation; which 
Method is utterly inconſiſtent with Force and 
poſitive Authority, as the ſame are implied in 
the Idea of Government. 

Nor can I ſay, that Mankind have been 
more happy in their Civil Lot, and in their 
Adminiſtration of their Temporal — 
which are almoſt every where in a wret 
Situation, and they themſelves under the 
Hand of the Oppreflor. The whole Terra- 
queous Globe cannot ſhew Five free Kingdoms; 

nor 
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nor perhaps half ſo many Kings, who make 
the Eaſe and Proſperity of their People their 
Care. 

In enſlaved Countries, (that is, in all Coun- 
tries, except our own, and a very few more) 
the Good of the Governed is ſo far from en- 
tring into the Hearts and Counſels of the Go- 
vernors ; that it is oppoſite to the Genius of 
their Politicks, either to do them good, or to 
ſuffer them to acquire it for themſelves. Their 

appineſs and. Security, which are the very 
Ends of Magiſtracy, would be terrible to their 
Magiſtrates ; who, being the publick Enemies 
pf their Country, are forced, for their own 
Safety, to leave their People none. 
How vile is - that Government, and thoſe 
overnors, Whoſe only Strength lies in Whips 
and Chains; a ſort of Inſtruments of Servi- 
ude, which it would much bet er become - 
he Baſeneſs of theſe Mens , Natures to wear 
hemfelves, than to inflict upon others! A 
Prince of Slaves is a Slave; he is only the big- 
peſt and the worſt ; juſt as the Chief of the 
Banditti is one of them. Such a Prince is but 
National Executioner, and for a Scepter he 
arries a bloody Knife. | "1 

Such, for the moſt part, by far the moſt 
part, are the Governors of the World : They 
derive their whole Greatneſs, Plenty, Splen- 
dor, and Security, from the Miſery, Poverty, 
Peril, and Deſtruction of the Governed: Who- 
ver makes juſt, equal, and impartial Laws, 
does, by doing ſo, but declare to the People, 
Be Wicked at your Peril : But he who rules them 
dy Terrors and e Armies, does, in Ef- 
a 4 
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fect, tell them in a terrible Tone, be Happy if 

You dare. . > or 
Who that has humane Compaſſion, can help 

2 the Sorrows of his wretched Race, and 

behold, unconcerned, the forlorn and abject 


State of Mankind 2 Monks deceiving, alarm- 
ing, and ſpunging them ; their Governors tax- 


ing, mulcting, and ſqueezing them; Soldiers 


haraſſing, oppreiling, and butchering them! 
And, in ſhort, all the bitter Evils and crying 
Miſeries in humane Power to inflict, delibe- 
rately and daily inflicted upon them! Nor do 
Things mend; on the contrary, the Miſchiefs 
and Misfortunes of the World grow hourly 
greater, and its Inhabirants thinner. '__ - - 
All theſe black Conſiderations would lead a 
Man, who had no other Spirit or Guide bur 
that of Nature, to think that Providence, 
tempted by the Sins of Men, had long ago re- 
nounced them, or ſigned a Decree of Venge- 
ance againſt them, which has ever fince been 
dreadfully executed, and continues to be. 
If one was to confider Mankind in Theory 
only, his own Species would make no ſmall 
Figure in his Imagination; he would ſee them 
formed by a divine Hand, and according to a 
divine Model; poſſeſſed of all the Advantages 
of Strength and Contrivance, guided by Rea- 
ſon, made wiſe by Obſervation, and cautious 
by their own Foreſight and the Experience of 
others; directed by Laws and humane Con- 
ſtitutions; rendered diſcerning by the frequent 
Trials of Good and Evil, and many of them 
enlightened by divine Revelation : He would 
ſee them Lords of the Creation, ee 
8 | their 
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their own Condition and Felicity, inveſted 
with the Property and Uſe of Sea and Land, 
and with Dominion over every other Creature. 

Thus Mankind appear in Speculation, pow- 
erful, wiſe, juſt, equal, and happy. But view d 
in another Light, they make another Appear- 
ance. They uſe one another worſe than they 
do the Beaſts of the Field; and, by the 
wretched and monſtrous Oeconomy and Go- 
vernment, almoſt every where found amongſt 
them, they would feem not to have more Un- 
derſtanding, as they have certainly leſs Happi- 
neſs. The Beaſts do no where appoint or ſuf- 
fer one of their own Herd to monopolize the 
whole Soil, to engroſs every Advantage to 
himſelf, and to deprive them of all; and to 
kill and deſtroy, to diſperſe and to ſtarve them 
at his Pleaſure. Every one of them equally en- 
toys the Shelter and Paſture, the Air and the 
* which Nature makes common to them 


But Men, their Maſters, cannot boaſt ſuch 
Security and Juſtice ; they generally live at the 
meer Mercy of One, one 4. themſelves, whoſe 
tews ſuffer him to have no Mercy. He is 
often a Madman, often an Idiot, and often a 
d 4.5 and the whole Art of his Govern- 
conſiſting in oppreſſing and terrifying, 

o other Talent is required, but a mercileſs 
dpirit and brutal Force. 8 : 
Such is an Arbitrary Prince, and the Deſcen- 
dents of Adam know few others. Sometimes 
Creature js ſeen to ſtart into Imperial Power,, 
hom the World never knew before, or knew 
only for his Infamy : Taken out of the Stews, 
& T0: e 
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or out of a Dungeon, irito a Throne; and 
without knowing how to rule himſelf, he rules 
an Empire ; living a Reclufe, and feen by no 
Body, he gaverns all but the Women or Para- 
fites, who govern him; Millions of Men, and 
their Properties, are at the ſole Diſcretion of 
one who has none, and a Creature void of Hu- 
manity — wantonly of a great Part of hu- 
mane Kind. 7 , 

This is the diſmal State of all A and of all 
Africa, except a few free Towns. The Spirit 
of their Monarchs, which is generally alike, 
may be ſeen in a Story (among many others) 
which Knox tells us of the King of Ceilon, who, 
being in Danger of Drowning, was ſaved by 
the officious Affection or Ambition of one of 
his Slaves, who leap'd into the Water, and 
ventur'd his own Life to preſerve his Maſter's. 
This, one would think, was the greateſt and 
moſt heroick Kindneſs that one Man could do 
another. But mark how the Monarch requites 
it! why, the firſt Thing he did after he came 
to himſelf, was to order the Belly of his Pre- 
ferver to be rip'd up, for daring to touch the 
Perfon of his facred Majeſty. 

Nature has prepar'd many Advantages and 
Pleafures for the Uſe of Mankind, and given 
them Taſte to enjoy them, and Sagacity to im- 
prove them : But their Governors do, almoſt 
univerſally, fruſtrate the kind Purpoſes of Na- 
ture, and render her Beneficence abortive, and 
marr all human Happineſs. They have ſuc- 
ceſsfully ſtudied the Arts of Miſery, and pro- 
Pagated the Practice. ; 
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It is a melancholly Reflection, that when 
human Affairs are put into a bad Way, where 
they do not ſpeedily recover, they never re- 
cover, or rarely ever. One great Reaſon is, 
that Power is always on the worſt Side, and 
either promoting Miſchief, or preventing its 
Removal ; and the Champions of Difhoneſt 
and Oppreſlion are more artful and better paid, 
than chi Patrons of Juſtice and Innocence. 
It has hitherto been the good Fortune of 
*ngland, (and | hope always will be) when 
\ttempts have been made upon its Liberty, to 
recover it before it was quite gone, at leaſt be. 
ore the Senfe of it was gone. And therefore it 
ſtill ſubfiſts in ſpight of all the powerful, po- 
pular, and ſanctified Attacks that have been 
made, and frequently made, upon it. Let us 
ake much of it; while it remains, it will 
ake us amends for all the Loſſes and Mif- 
arriages which we have fallen under, or may 
fall under, and will enable us to get the better 
df them. It is the Root of our Felicity, and 
all our Civil Advantages grow from it. By it 

eexceed almoſt all other Nations many more 
Degrees, than ſome of them exceed us in Sun 
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\d and Soil: We are Men, and they are Slaves. 
-n WOnly Government founded upon Liberty, is a 
1- WMpublick Bleſſing ; without Liberty, it is a pub- 
t Wick Curſe, and a publick Warrant for Depreda- 
a- tion and Slaughter, i 5 

ad Let us therefore remember the mighty Dif- 
c. Wcrence between our felves and other Nations, 
o- Nd the glorious Cauſe of it, and always dear- 


ly cheriſh it. We are not the Prey of Monks, 
0: Janizaries, or Dragoons, nor the blind vey 


1 , 
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of unaccountable Will and Pleaſure. ' Our 
Lives and Properties are ſecur'd by the belt 
Bulwark in the World, that of Laws, made 
by our ſelves, and executed by our Magiſtrates, 
who are likewiſe made by us ; and when the 
are diſhoneſty executed, or wilfully neglected, 
our Conſtitution affords a Remedy, a tri 
and a practicable Remedy. And as no Nation 
ever loft its Liberty but by the Force of forcign 
Invaders, or the domeſtick T reachery of its own 
Magiſtrates; we have the Sea and a great Navy 
for our Defenders againſt the former ; and Ex- 
orbitances of the other are prevented or re- 
ſtrain'd by an excellent Counterpoiſe, in the 
Frame of our Legiſlature. „ 
That we may be for ever able to boaſt of all 
theſe Bleſſings, theſe glorious and uncommon: 
Bleſſings, is the cordial Wiſh and paſſionate 
Prayer of 


Tours, &c. 


SIR, 
Shall, in this Paper, confider and diſcuſs a 
great Point, namely, Whether the Killing. 
of Julius Ceſar was. a Virtue; or a Crime? — 
becauſe Dr. Prideaux, who condemns it, does 
not only ſpeak his own Senſe, but that of a Wd 1 
great Party, I ſhall here tranſcribe what he ſays. 3 
of it. Wy a 
He was murder'd in the Senate-Houſe, by J 


* a Conſpiracy of Senators. This was a molt: 


* baſe 


, 
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in that the prime Authors of it, Marcus 
* Brutus, Decimus Brutus, Caſſius, and Trebonius 

and ſome others of them, were ſuch as Ceſar 
had in the higheſt Manner oblig'd; yet it 
was executed under the Notion of an high 


from one whom they calld; a Tyrant; and 
* there are not wanting ſuch as are ready, even 


* vine Juſtice declar'd it ſelf otherwiſe in this 
* Matter : For it purſued every one of them 


* and remarkable Revenge, that they were 
* every Man of them cut off in a ſhort Time 
* after, in a violent Manner, either by their- 
* OWN, or other Mens Hands. 97-6 $383 
Theſe are the Doctor's Words, and this his 


udgment, which is roundly 'paſs'd ; but how- 


| 
b 


nded this Letter. He has not told us what it 
yas, that, in his Opinion, rendered the Perſon 


iolence, and all wicked Means, is moſt cer- 
ain. That the acquiring and exerciſing of 
Power by Force, is Tyranny, is as certain ;; 
or did ever any reaſonable Man fay, that Suc- 
eſs was a Proof of Right. They who make 
he Perſon of Ceſar facred, declare the Perſon of 
Tyrant, and an Uſurper, to be facred ; for 
o Man ever lived, to whom thoſe two Cha- 
acters do more notoriouſly belung. And if all 
2 Privileges and Impunity belonging to a law- 
Magiſtrate, who protects his People, ar 

rules 


* heroick Virtue, in thus freeing their Country 
in our Days, to applaud the Act. But di- 


* that were concerned herein, with fuch a juſt 


dt Ceſar ſo very inviolable. - That Ceſar had” 
or his Title, only Power and Succeſs gain'd by 
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baſe and villainous Act, and was-the more fo 


ſtly, I hope to make appear before I have- . 
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rules himſelf and them by Law, and their own 
Conſent, do alſo appertain to a lawleſs Intruder, 
who is ſtronger than all, by being worſe than 
all; and under the mock Name of a publick 
Magiſtrate, is a publick Oppreffor, Scourge, 
Uſurper, Executioner, and Plunderer : Then 
all theſe bleſſed Conſequences follow: That 
there is, an utter End of all publick and'private 
Right and Wrong; every Magiſtrate may be a 
Tyrant, and every Tyrant is a lawful Magi- 
ſtrate: That it is unlawful to. reſiſt the greateſt 
humane Evil; that the neceſſary Means of Self. 
Preſervation are unlawful ; that tho? tis lawful 
and expedient to deſtroy little Robbers, who 
have as much Right, and more Innocence, than 
Great Ones, and who are only ſo for Subſiſt- 
ence; yet it is impious and unlawful to oppoſe 
great Robbers, who out of Luſt, Avarice, 
Cruelty, or Wantonneſs, take away Life and 
Property, and deſtroy Nations at Pleaſure : 
That real, great, and general Miſchief, is de- 
fended by giving it a good Name, by which he 
who commits it is protected; and that Vio- 
lence, Fraud, and Oppreſſion may be com- 
mitted with Security, if they be -but call'd 
Magiſtracy ; and the execrable Authors of them 
are not only fafe, but ſacred, if they be but 
call'd Magiſtrates: That tho' it be unlawful to 
be a publick Deſtroyer and Murderer, yet it is 
unlawful to deſtroy him; that is, it is unlaw- | 
ful to prevent or puniſh that which is moſt | 
impious and unlawful : And finally, that an 

Man who can oppreſs and enſlave the World, 
and deſtroy Nations, with the moſt and beſt 
Men in them, may do all this with * 
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If Julius Ceſar was a lawful Magiſtrate, then 


very Man who has Force and Villainy enough, 
ay make himſelf a lawful Magiſtrate ; and 
awful Magiſtrates are, or may be made by 
orce and Villainy. But if Magiſtracy is not 
acquired by over-turning with the Sword all 
ww and Magiſtracy, then Julius Ceſar was no 
agiſtrate; and if he was not, how came he 
dy K Rights and Impunity with which lawful 
agiſtrates only are veſted? | 
Againſt any Man uſing lawleſs Force, every 
an has a Right to uſe Force. What Crime 


ould it have been in any Reman, or Body of 


Romans, even without any Commiſſion from 
Rome, to have {lain Alarick, or Attila, or Bren- 
us, When they invaded the Roman Territories ? 
And what more Right had Cæſar than they? 
n Truth, his Crime was infinitely greater than 
heirs, as he added the Sins of Ingratitude, 

reachery, and Parricide, to that of Uſurpa- 
ion. The Goths and Gaul did indeed * 


he Laws of Nations, in moleſting and invading 


a Country, that owed them neither Subjection 


nor Homage : But Cæſar violated the Laws of 


ature, and of his Country, by enflaving 
thofe whom he was entruſted and bound to 

de fend. | | 
Every Body, I believe, will own, that when 
he firſt made War upon his Country, his-Coun- 
try had a Right to make War upon him; and 
to deſtroy him, who ſought to deſtroy them. 
And how came that Right to ceaſe after he 
had, by his Succeſs in Villainy and Uſurpation, 
added to his Crimes, and made Death ſtill more 
his Due? Or is it lawful to reſiſt and kill a 
Robber 
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and in the e as well as in the Field? 


Diſſolution may happen either through the na- 
tural Demiſe of the Perſons entruſted with the 
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Robber before he has taken away your Money, 
but not after he has done it? And does a Vil- 
lain grow ſacred and inviolable, by the meer 
Merit of compleating his Villainy ? If Ceſar 
had forfeited his Life, as he certainly had by 
all the Laws of Rome; why was it not as law- 
ful to take it away by the Hands of Thirty 
Men, as by the Arms of Thirty Thouſand; 


he Reaſon why one private Man muſt not 
kill another in Society, even when he does that 
which deſerves Death, is, That in Society no 
Man muſt be his own Judge, or take his own 
Revenge ; but the more equitable Law muſt 
give it him, and there are Judges eſtabliſhed for 
that Purpoſe. But if the Offender ſets himſelf 
above the Law and. the Judges, he leaves. a 
Right to the Perfon injured to ſeek Redreſs his 
own Way, and as he can get it. Whoever 
puts himſelf in a State: of War againſt me, 
ives me a Right of War againſt him ; and 
iolence is a proper Remedy for Violence, 
when no other 1s lefr. | 
That Right which, in the State of Nature, 
every Man had, of repelling and revenging In- 
juries, in ſuch manner as every Man thought 
beſt, is transferred to the Magiſtrate, when 
Political Societies are formed, and Magiſtracy 
eſtabliſhed ; but muſt return to private Men 
again, when the Society is diflolved : Which 


publick Authority, where there is no Proviſion 
made in the Conſtitution. for others to ſucceed 


them ; or when by a ſuperior unlawful * 
| 7 
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ey are reſtrained from anſwering the great 


h nd of their Truſt, in protecting the Innocent; 
Jr End for which alone Men part with their 


datural Rights, and become the Members and 
bubjeRs of Society, - on hee ef 
It is a moſt wicked and abſurd Poſition, to 
ay that a whole People can ever be in ſuch a 
ituation, as not to have a Right to defend and 
reſerve themſelves, when there is no other 
Power in Being to protect and defend them; 
hd much more ſo, that they muſt not oppoſe a 
yrant, a Traytor, an univerſal Robber, who 
y Violence, Treachery, Rapine, infinite Mur-' 
ers and Devaſtations, has deprived them of 
heir legal Protection. FL < 8 
Now, that all theſe black Characters be- 
onged to Cefar, is indiſputable Fact; nor was 
ere ever 4 Traytor and a Tyrant in the 
/orld, if he was not one. He broke, outra- 


r 
„ eoufſly broke, every Tye that can bind a hu- 
d ane Soul ; Honour, - Virtue, Religion, Law, 
, ruſt, Humanity, and every Thing that is 


acred and valuable amongſt Men. He was a 
zubject and Servant of the Reman Common- 
ealth, greatly honour'd and truſted by it; he 
vas a Senator and High-Prieſt; he had been 
onſul; he was General of one of its greateſt 
Armies, and Governor of one of its greateſt 
nd beſt Provinces. All this Power and Credit, 
Utheſe Offices and Forces, he turn'd ungrate- 
ully, barbarouſly, and traiteroufly upon his 
aſters, and made a Prey of his Country with 
s own Money and Arm. | 
The Means by which he did this migh 
onſummate Evil, were ſuitable to the 


He 
ſtuck 


„eee e ef a 
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ſtuck at nothing; nor was any Pitch of Baſe: 
neſs too high or too low for him. He even 
ſubmitted his Perſon to infamous and unnatural 
Proſtitution, for the Ends of Ambition; and 
from a Boy was in every Faction for embroil- 
ing and overturning the State ; firſt in the 
bloody Meaſures of Marius; and afterwards in 
the more terrible Conſpiracy of Catiline, to 
mufder the Conſuls and the Senate, to burn 
Rome, and to enflave the Commonwealth : 
And tho' he fail'd in that Conſpiracy, he went 
on conſpiring ; he corrupted the People, and 
headed Parties of Deſperadoes, to frighten thoſe 
whom he could not bribe : He oppreſs'd the 
Provinces, and deſtroy'd their Inhabitants ;- he 
robb'd the Publick Temples; he {laughter'd 
the Armies of the Republick ; he ſeiz d the 
ublick Treafure ; and at; laſt, he ſeiz'd the 
orld, and extinguiſhed its Liberty, Hear 
the diſmal Dread of the Roman Senate and 
People, upon that dreadful Occaſion, as the 
ſame is deſcribed by Lucan. . ew nth 


—Fuit hee menſura timoris, - 

Velle putant quocunque; poteſt— . 
Omnia Cefar erat; private curia voci: 
Teſtis adeſt. Sedere patres, cenſere parat. 
Si regnum, ſi Templa ſibi, jugulumꝗue Senatnty 
Exiliumque petat — 


Lucan. Pharſal. L. 3. v. 99. 


Thus fell Rome, the Glory and Miſtreſs of 
the Earth, and the Earth with it, under the 
Yoke of a Tyrant, whoſe Parts encreaſed his 
Guilt, and made him the more dreadful. * 

e 


„ 
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e numberlefs Miſchiefs he had done to get 
n Bower, the higheſt were apprehended from him 
al Wow he was poſſeſſed of it; and it was not 
d oubted but he would have proceeded to Maſ: 


cre and Conflagration, had he been provoked 
y Oppoſition. | ee 
— Namque ignibus atris : 
Creditur at captæ rapturus Menia me, 
Lucan. ut ſupra, v. 108. 
nd therefore moſt of the Senators were fled 
ith Pompey, and Rome was left defenceleſs to 
de Sword of the Uſurper. 
What now had the Remans to do in this ca- 
mitous Caſe, under this enormous Oppreſſor; 
ing them Duty and Allegiance as one of their: 
n Citizens, bur like a barbarous Conqueror 
d an Alien, holding them in Bonds with his 
ord at their Throats? Law, Liberty, and 
ppeals were no more! A Tyrant was their 
ief Magiſtrate, and his Will their only Law. 
ecauſe he had murder'd one half of the Peo- 
le, had he therefore a Right to govern the 
ft? And becauſe he had robbed them of moſt 
f their Property, were they obliged to give 
im the Remainder? Does the Succeſs: of a 
riminal ſanctify his Crime, or are Crimes 
anctified by their Greatneſs? If only an In- 
ntion to deſtroy the State, was High Treaſon 
nd Death; how did the executing of that 
Kecrable Intention become lawful Govern- 
tent, and acquire a Right of Allegiance? \_ 
I ſay, what remain'd now to the Romans to 


e done for Relief ? As to legal Proceſs againſt- 
| Ceſary 


— . te is 
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there could be none; omnia Cæſar erat! Not 
was there any publick Force great enough to 


oppoſe him. He had before deſtroyed or cor 
rupted the Armies of the Commonwealth. Or, 
if a new Army could have been drawn toge 
ther, ought an Opportunity to have been given 
him to have deſtroyed that too? Or, was it 
lawful to kill him and Twenty or Thirty 
Thouſand Men with him, and perhaps with 
the like Slaughter on the other Side, and with 
the Loſs of the beſt and braveſt Romans whom 
his Ambition -had left unmurthered ; and 'yet 
was it unlawful to kill him, without all this 
Apparatus, Expence, and Miſchief ?. Strange! 
that the killing by Surprize a ſingle Traytor 
and Parricide, who had forfeited his Life by 
all the Laws of God and Man, ſhould be: e- 
ſteemed a heinous and crying Crime ; and yet 
that the ſurprizing and cutting to Pieces 2 
whole Army ſhould be reckoned heroick Vir. 
tue ! | 

It was a known Maxim of Liberty amongſt 
the great, the wiſe, the free Antients, that a 
Tyrant was a Beaſt of Prey, which might be 
killed by the Spear as well as by a fair Chace, 
in his Court as well as in his Camp; that every 
Man had a Right to deſtroy one who would 
deſtroy all Men; that no Law ought to be 
given him who took away all Law; and that, 
ike Hercules's Monſters, it was glorious to rid 
the World of him, whenever, and by what 
Means ſoever, it could be done. 

If we read the Stories of the moſt celebrated 
Heroes of Antiquity, (Men of whom the pre- 


ſeat World is not worthy) and conſider the 
515 Actions 


Il 
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ions that gain'd them their higheſt Reve- 
nce and Renown, and recommended their 
ames to Poſterity with the moſt Advantage; 

e ſhall find thoſe in the firſt Rank of Glory, 
ho have reliſted, deſtroyed, or expelled Ty- 
nts and Uſurpers, the Peſts, the Burthens, 


ad the Butchers of Mankind. What can be 
ore meritorious, what more beneficent to the 


lot 
to 


150 orld, than the ſaving of Millions of Men at 
ith e Expence of one grand Murderer, one mer. 
m eſs and univerſal Plunderer ! And can there 


any better or other Reaſon given for the 
lling of any guilty Man, but the preſerving 

the Innocent? Indeed, an Action fo glori- 
1s to thoſe that did it, and ſo benevolent and 
vantageous to thoſe for whom it was done; 
uld never have been'cenſured in the World, 
there had not lived in all Ages, abject Flat- 
ers, and ſervile Creatures of Power, always 
epared to ſanctify and abet any the moſt 
ormous Wickedneſs, if it — — And 


ot eſe are they who have often miſled good Men 
to the worſt Prejudices. | ; 
bel Timoleon, one of the wiſeſt and moſt virtuous 
de, len that ever bleſſed this Earth, ſpent a long 
mt 13 Life in eg Tyrants; he 
14 WW! led or cauſed to be killed his own Brother, 
be When he could not perſwade him to lay down 
at, uſurp'd Power, and no other Means were 


t to ſave his Country. And if this Action 

him afterwards much Grief and Melan- 
jolly, it was owing to his own tender Heart, 
d the Curſes and Reproaches of a Mother 
herwiſe indulgent. He was even cenſured 
r this his Sorrow, as if it got the better 5 

19 
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his Love to Mankind; and when he at lf 
overcame it, he ſhew'd that it was not c 
fioned for having {lain a Tyrant, but his Bre 
ther; for he immortalized the reſt of his Lik 
in doing nothing elſe but deſtroying Tyran 
and reſtoring Liberty. 

But if the killing Cæſar was ſo great a Crim 
how comes Catiline to be ſtill ſo univerſally d 
ed for only intending what Ceſar accom 


pliſhed ? Ir is true, we po did not burn Rome 
nor did he fave it out of any Tenderneſs to i 


but ſaved it for himſelf : He ſpared Fire on 
becauſe the Sword was ſufficient, I — 
here ask another Queſtion — If Oliver Cre 

wel had died by any of the numerous Conſp 
racies: formed to take away his Life ; woul, 
Poſterity have condemned the Action for thi 
Reaſon alone, that it was done the only Wa 


it could be done? 
But there is an Inſtance in the Roman Hi 
> 6 that will ſet this Matter yet in a fulle 
Light —= it is the Story of Spartacus, a Thr 
| cian Slave and Gladiator, who bid fair for b 
ing Lord of the Reman World. He ſeems ti 
me to have had perſonal Qualifications an 
Abilities, as great as thoſe of Ceſar, withou 
Cæſar's Birth and Education, and without th 
Meaſure of Ceſar's Guilt. For I hope a 
Mankind will allow it a leſs Crime in an 
Man to attempt to recover his own Liberty 
than wantonly and cruelly to deſtroy the Li 
berty of his Country. 

It is aſtoniſhing to conſider, how a poo 
Slave from the Whip and the Chain, and fo 
lowed only by about Seventy fugitive Gladiz 


tor; 


re 
all 
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"rs, ſhould begin a Revolt from the moſt 
powerful State that ever the World ſaw ; ſhould 
zather and form by his Courage and Dexterity 
formidable Army; ſhould inſpire Reſolution 
nd Fidelity into the very Dregs of Mankind ; 

hould qualify his ſudden Soldiers, compoſed o 
Thieves and Vagabonds, to face and defeat 
e Roman Legions, that were a Terror to the 
orld,-and had conquer'd it; and ſhould keep 
pgether; - without Pay or Authority, a raw 
| lawleſs Rabble, till he had vanquiſhed 
Two Reman Armies, and one of them a Pre- 
rian Army: And even when Crixus, his Fel- 
ow. Commander, envying his Glory and Suc- 
eſs, had withdrawn from him, and carried 
ith him a great Number of his Forces, and 
as cut to Pieces with Twenty Thouſand: of 
f his Men, by Q. Arrius the Prætor, yet he 
ill continued to conquer. He beat that very 
rrius that had killed Crixus ; he defeated Len- 
ulus the Conſul ; and he overcame L. Gellvus 
nother Conſul; and in all likelihood, had he 
ot been weakened by the above Defection of 
rixus, he had beat Craſſus too, and ſeen him- 

f Lord of Rome. $266 20 r 

Now I would ask the Advocates of lawleſs 
Power, the Friends to the Life and Name of 
e/ar, whether Spartacus, if he had ſucceeded 
n his laſt Bartle againſt Craſſus, had been law- 
ul and irreſiſtible King of me? And whether 
he Senate and People of Rome, with the great- 
ſt Part of the known World, would have 
wed him Duty and Allegiance ? Or would 
he not have continued ſtill a "Thief and a 
Robber? And if he had continued ſo, hes by 
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all the Laws of Nature and Self-Preſervation} 
as well as by the municipal Laws of every 
Country in the World, every Man was at Li. 
berty to ſeize him how he could, and to kill 
him if he reſiſted, or run 1 5 1 
Tell me, O ye unlimited Slaves, ye Beaſts 
of lawleſs Power, ye loyal Levellers of Right 
and Wrong! how came Cæſar by a better Title 
to Dominion than Spartacus had, whoſe, Sword 
was as good, tho; not quite ſo proſperous and 
deſtructive, as Cæſar s? Tell me where lay the 
Difference between them, unleſs in their dif. 
ferent Succefs, and that Spartacus: was as great 
a Man, but Ceſar n greater Traytor and Ty. 
rant: , 2. 2 1 14177 4 
Indeed, had Sir Robert Filmer, or any other of 
the | honeſt and - ſage  Diſcoverers of Adam's 
right Heir, lived in thoſe Days (as: they: have 
done ſince; and plainly pointed him out) and 
complimented Cæſar, as doubtleſs they would, 
with a lineal and hereditary Title from ne- 
as, wandering Prince of Troy; he might have 
been called. the Lord's Anointed, - as well as 
others, and his Aſſaſſination accounted Rebel. 
lion, and worſe than the Sin of Witchcraft. 
But as I do not find that Cæſar, tho? he valued 
himfelf upon his Deſcent from the pious Trojan 
Heroe, did yet claim any dictatorial Right by 
Virtue of his illuſtrious ' Parentage ; I have 
therefore tiken Liberty to treat him as a meer 
Traytor, an Uſurper, and a Tyrant. 


fy?” | 2161.0 
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SIR, | 
Aving proved in my laſt, I think unan- 


e ſwerably, that Ceſar was rightly killed; 
d will here inquire, whether Brutus and the 


her Tyrannicides did right in killing him ? 
d methinks, if it has been ſhewn that he 
ght to have been ſlain as an Enemy to every 
man Citizen, and virtuous Man; every - 
en Citizen, and every virtuous Man, had a 
ight to {lay him. | 

But ſince there are in our World ſo many 
le and cramped Spirits, who. dare not thin 

t of the vulgar Path, tho' ever fo crooked and 
rk, and perhaps firſt ſtruck out by Ignorance 
Fraud : Narrow Minds, which lock'd up in 
eived Syſtems, ſee all Things through falſe 
irrors, and as they are repreſented by ſtrong 
ejudices, prevailing Cuſtoms, and very often 
Corruption and Party-Intereſt : -I ſhall, as I 
ve Occaſion, endeavour to diſperſe -theſe-. 
ck and deceitful Mifts from before weak 
res, and ſhall conſider the preſent Queſtion, 
well as all others that come before me, as 
y appear in their own Nature, independent. 
the Quirks of Pedants, and the narrow Ju- 
diction of inferior Tribunals : I ſhall bring 
em before the great Tribunal of Heaven; 
d affert the Cauſe of Liberty and Truth, by 
guments deduced from common Senſe, 
> common Good of 3 
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It is generally alledged againſt Brutus, and 
| ſome of thoſe who joined with him in this great 
Action, that they were highly obliged by Ce 
far ; which is a ſtrange Objection. How were 
they obliged ? He gave Brutus a Life, which 
he could not take from him without Murther ; 
and did a mighty generous Thing in not mur 
thering Brutus for defending his Country, ani. 
mated by his own virtuous Spirit, and the 
known Laws of Rome! This is the Obligatio 
of a Highwayman, who, taking away you 
Money, which is all he wants, kindly leaves 
you your Life. Are you obliged in Honour 
Conſcience, or common Senſe, to ſpare the 
Robber, becauſe he was not a Murderer ? C 
are you obliged not to purſue and take him 
and to kill him, if he refuſes to ſubmit ? In 
Truth, or was one of the greateſt Robbe 
and Murderers that ever lived : Every Man 
ſlain in that unjuſt, bloody, and unnatur: 
War, which he wantonly and maliciouſly mad; 
upon his Country, was murdered : And th 
orld was the mighty Spoil he gained by uni 
verſal Murder and Rapine. He was, in ſhort 
a Man fo conſummately wicked, that th: 
ſtrongeſt Words you can uſe, and the bitterel 
Inſtances you can bring, to paint out him an 
his Actions, will be but faint compared to hin 
and his Actions. 1 
As to the Places and Favours conferred up 
on Brutus, by Ceſar, they were not Ceſar's, b 
Rome's. He was only ay Largitor. Ceſar hal 
no Right to the Publick, nor to diſpoſe of it 
or its Emoluments. It was all barefaced Uſur 
pation. Beſides, when Favours of this, 0 
| . | 1" 


: 
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any kind, withhold a Man from his Duty, they 
=o miſchievous Baits and Corruptions-; and 
dught to bind no Man, as they never will a 
rirtuous Man. And we ſee how Brutus, who 
vas the moſt virtuous Man upon Earth, un- 
lerſtood and difregarded them. - 

They were only the artful Shackles of a 
Tyrant, intended to bind the bold and free 
ind of Brutus to his Intereſt : But he, who 
wed no Allegiance but ro the Commonwealth 
orn'd the deceitful Smiles and Generoſity o 
s Oppreſſor; who - bribing him to be 
is Slave, with the Gifts and Offices of his 
ountry, to which he himſelf had no Title, 
ut Brutus had every Title. This therefore 
as 4 Piece of impudent Civility, which Bra 
could not but deteſt, as it was a ſhameful 
d melancholly Proof of Cæſar's Tyranny, 
d of his own and Rome's Vaſſalage. They 
ere hollow and deſtructive Favours ; and it 
as High-Treaſon to be the Author of them : 
nd was not Death ſignally due to ſuch High- 
reaſon? Brutus therefore made the propereſt 
eturn. | 
Ceſar had uſurped the Reman World, and 
as cantoning it out to his Creatures as be- 
me a Tyrant, and paying his perſonal Crea- 
res with the publick Bounty. As the worſt 
yrants muſt have ſome Friend ; and as the 
{t Men do them the moſt Credit, and bring 
em the moſt Support, if ſuch 'can be got ; 
ſar had Senſe enough to know, that he could 
ver buy Brutus too dear, and ſo paid him 
eat Court. But Brutus ſaw the Tyrant's De- 
zn, and his own * ; and every Civility 

; 2 Was 
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was a freſh Provocation. It was, as if a Thief 
breaking into a Houſe to rob a Lady of he 
Jewels, ſpoke thus to her Son; Sir, pray permit 
me, or aſſiſt me to cut your Mother's Throat and 
ſeize her Treaſure, and I will generouſly reward 50 
with your Life, and lend you one or two of her Dig 
monds to ſparkle in as long as 1 think fit. Could 
ſuch a villainous Civility as this engage the 
on, — a virtuous Son to any thing 

but Revenge? And would not the only Way 
he could take it be the beſt Way? | 

Ceſar took from Brutus his Liberty, and hi 
legal Title to his Life and Eſtate, and gave 
him in Lieu of it a precarious one during hi 
own arbitrary Will and Pleaſure : Upon the 
ſame Terms, he gave him ſome mercenar 
Employments, as Hire for that great goo 
Man's Aſſiſtance ro ſupport his Tyranny 
Could the great and free Soul of Brutus brool 
this ? Could Brutus be the Inſtrument or Co 
federate of lawleſs Luſt ? Brutus receive W 
ges from an Oppreſſor ! That great, virtuous 
and popular Brutus; who, if the Commo 
wealth had ſubſiſted, might from his Repur: 
tion, Birth, Abilities, and his excellent Worth 
have challenged the moſt honourable and ad 
vantageous Offices in it, without owing Thank 
to Cæſar. ſk 3p 

So that the Injuries done by Ceſar to Brutu! 
were great, heinous, and many; and the Fa 
vours none. All the Mercy ſhewn by Caſ 
was Art and Affectation, and pure Self-Love 
He had found in the Reman People fo unive 
ſal a Deteſtation of the bloody Meaſures « 
Marius, Cinna, and 'Sylla : He ſaw the wh 
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mpire ſo reduced and enervated by repeated 
roſcriptions and Maſſacres, that he thought 
his Intereſt to eſtabliſh his new erected Do- 
inion by different Meaſures; and to recon- 
le, by a falſe and hypocritical Shew of Cle- 
ency, the Minds of Men, yet bleeding with 
eir late and former Wounds, to his Uſurpa- 
n. That Cæſar, the uſurping and deſtruc- 
e Ceſar, who had ſlaughtered Millions, and 
antonly made Havock of humane Race, had 
y other fort of Mercy, than thy Mercy of 
olicy and Deceit, will not be pretended by 
y Man, that knows his and the Roman Story. 
rutus therefore being the moſt reverenc'd and 
ppular Man in Rome, it becanie the Craft of 
e Tyrant to make Brutus his Friend ; it was 
ding a fort of Sanctity to a wicked Cauſe”: 
hereas the Death of Brutus by Cæſar, would 
ve made Ceſar odious and dreadful even a- 
ongſt his own Followers. ee ET 
But it is ſaid, that Brutus ſubmitted to Ceſar, 
d was bound by his own Act. Here the 
llegation is true, but the Conſequence falſe. 
id not Brutus ſubmit to Ceſar, as innocent 
en are often forced to ſubmit to the Gallies, 
te Wheel, and the Gibbet? He ſubmitted as 
Man robbed and bound ſubmits to a Houſe- 
eaker, who with a Piſtol at his Heart, forces 
om him a Diſcovery of his Treaſure, and a 
omiſe not to proſecute him. Such Engage- 
zents are not only void in themſelves, but ag 
avate the Injury, and become themſelves fre 
juries. By the Law of Nature and Reaſon, 
well as by the poſitive Inſtitutions of every 
ountry, all Promiſes, Bonds, or Oaths, ex- 
B 3 torted 
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torted by Dureſs, that is, by unlawful Imperi: 
ſonments or Mevaces, are not obligatory : It 


is, on the contrary, a Crime to fulfil the 5: 


becauſe an Acquieſcence in the Impoſitions 
lawleſs Villains, is abetting lawleſs Villains. 


| Beſides, it was not in the Power of Brutus: 


to alter his Allegiance, which he had already 
engaged to the. Commonwealth, which had 
done nothing to forfeit the ſame. For how 
Jawful ſoever it is for Subjects to transfer their 
Obedience to a Conqueror, in a Foreign War, 
when the former Civil Power can no longer 

rotect them; or to a new Magiſtrate made 

y Conſent, when the old had forfeited or re- 
ſigned : It is ridiculous to ſuppoſe they can 
transfer it to a domeſtick Traytor and Robber ; 
who is under the ſame Ties of Allegiance with 
themſelves, and by all Acts of Violence, Trea- 
ton, and Uſurpation, extorts a Submithon from 
his oppreſſed Maſters and Fellow. Subjects 
At leaſt ſuch Allegiance can never be re en- 
gaged, whilſt any Means in Nature are left 
to rid the World of ſuch a Monſter. 

It is a poor Charge againſt Brutus, that Ceſar 
intended him for his Heir and Succeſſor. Bru- 
tus ſcorned to ſucceed a Tyrant: And what 
more glorious for Brutus, than thus to own 
that the dangerous and bewitching Proſpect of 
the greateſt Power that ever mortal Man pol- 
ſeſſed, could not ſhake the firm and virtuous 
Heart of Brutus, nor corrupt his Integrity ? 
To own that no perſonal Conſiderations, even 
the higheſt upon Earth, could reconcile him to 
a * — and that he preferred the Liberty of 
the orld, to the Empire of the World! 
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The above Charges therefore againſt Brutus, 
can hardly come from any but thoſe, who, like 
the profane and {laviſh E/au, would fell their 
Birthright for a Meſs of Pottage; would fa- 
crifice their Duty to their Intereſt ; and, un- 
concern'd what becomes of the reſt of Man- 
kind, would promote Tyranny, if they might 
but ſhine in its Trappings. But an honeſt 
Mind, a Mind great and virtuous, ſc>rns and 
hates all Ambition, but that of doing Good to 
Men, and to all Men; it deſpiſes momentary 
Riches, and ill-gotten Power; it enjoys no vi- 
cious and hard-hearted Pleaſures, ariſing from 
the Miſeries of others: But it wiſhes and en- 
deavours to procure impartial, diffuſive, and 
univerſal Happineſs to the whole Earth. . 

This is the Character of a great and good 
Mind; and this was the great and ſublime Soul 
of the immortal Brutus. | 

From this Mention of the flippery and dan- 
gerous Favours of Tyrants, 1 would juſt ob- 
ſerve as I go along, that to any Man who va- 
lues Virtue or Liberty, Twenty Pounds a Year 
in a free Country, is preferable to the being 
Firſt Miniſter to the Great Turk; whoſe Mini- 
ſters, by their Station and Allegiance, are ob- 
liged to be Oppreſſors, and are often rewarded 
with the Bow. ring for their moſt faithful Ser- 
vices to their Maſter, and for Services perhaps 
performed by his Command. E E 

But to return to Brutus : He had on his Side, 
the Law of Self. Preſervation, and the Spirit of 
the Roman Conſtitutions, and of thoſe Laws of 
Liberty, which had ſubſiſted near Five Hun- 
dred Vears, but were now deſtroyed by the 
6 B 4 Ulurper. 
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Uſurper. And during all thoſe long and re- 
nowned Ages of Liberty, the deſtroying of Ty. 
rants was ever accounted Glory and Heroiſm. 
And, as every Law of the Commonwealth was 
againſt Cæſar, who was an open Enemy to the 
Commonwealth; the Commonwealth, and all 
its Laws, were for Brutus, its greateſt and beſt 
Subject. Cæſar's Laws were none, and worſe 
than none; but the whole Life and Actions of 
Brutus were agreeable to the Conſtitution of his 
Country. Eo 5s 

' Suppoſe Brutus, having kill'd Cæſar, had 
ſucceeded him: He could not have been a 
greater Uſurper than Ceſar was. And yet 
would he, in that Caſe, have been leſs ſacred 
and inviolable than Ceſar ? I hope the oppreſ- 
ſing of Mankind, is not a leſs Crime than the 
killing of their Oppreſſor. We": 
Our Brutus could not have greater Ties of 
Affection to the Tyrant Ceſar, who uſurp'd 
Rome, and deſtroy'd its Liberties ; than the 
elder Brutus had to his own Sons, whom he put 
to Death, for a Plot to reſtore the Tyrant 
Tarquin, a Thouſand times more innocent than 
Ceſar : And as to the ſudden manner of putting 
him to Death, Mutius Sc.evo'a is immortalized 
for a bold Attempt, to, kill by Surpize the 
Tuſcan King Porſenna, who was a foreign Ene. 
my, making unjuſt War upon — to reſtore; 
Tarquin: And the like Immortality is beſtow d. 
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upon Fudith, for killing Holophernes deceitfully, 
when it could be done no other Way. Now 
both theſe Men were publick Enemies; but 
neither of them a publick Traitor: Ceſar was 
both; and dolus an virtus quis in beſte * 2 


as 


_— 
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Was ever Aratus mentioned with Reproach, or 
does Dr. Prideaux mention him with Reproach. 
for ſurprizing and expelling Nicocles, Tyrant of 
Scicyon, or has he not gain'd deathleſs Fame b 
that worthy Action? And how comes the little 
yrant Nicocles to be leſs ſacred than the great 
yrant Ceſar, who did Millions of Miſchiefs 
10re than Nicocles 2 „ 
Let us now ſee what Dr. Prideaux ſays of 
eſar. After having told us, that he was excited 
by Ambition and Malice, that he juſtly had for the 
Reward thereof that Deſtruction by which he 
ell; the Doctor adds theſe Words: He is 
* ſaid to have ſlain Eleven Hundred and Nine- 
* ty Two Thouſand Men ; which proves him 
* to have been a terrible Scourge in the Hand 
of God, for the Puniſhment of the Wicked- 
* neſs of that Age—And conſequently, he 
is to be — 1 the greateſt Peſt and Plague, 
that Mankind had therein: But notwith- 
ſtanding this, his Actions have with many 
acquired great Glory to his Name: Where- 
* as true Glory is due only to thoſe who benefit, 
not to thoſe who deſtroy Mankind. 
All this is honeſtly and juſtly ſaid ; but 1 
annot reconcile it to what he has ſaid before, 
bout the Death of that Deſtroyer. Sure, up- 
n his own Principles, never was true Glory 
nore due to any mortal Man, than to Brutus ! 
is Life and Studies were Jaid out in doi 
ood to Mankind; whereas Ceſar was indeed 
he greateft Peſt and Plague that Mankind had. 
or, beſides all the Wickedneſs he did with his 
wn wicked Hands and Counſels, he fruftrared 
| the Purpoſes, 1 and Bravery of the 
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Ite mei comites, & cauſam dicite ferro. 1 
Fudice fortuna cadat ales: Sumite bellum ,, _ 
Inter tot fortes armatus neſcio vinci. | 


* ; 


as not this ſetting Uh perry Violence and 
he Sword for a Title? If Reb Roy had con- 
uer'd Scotland,” with his barbarous Highland 
oft ; would he have been a Prince, Prince of 
cotland '> Was Cromwell a Prince? And would 
aſſianello and Jack Straw, had they fucceeded, 
ave been Princes ? as So 
As to Cæſars Parts, they added vaſtly to his 
rimes, and were, as he applied them, only a 
reat Capacity to do great Miſchief ? Curſe on 
is Virtues, they have undone his Country, Be- 
des, there were doubtleſs many Men in Rome, 
ho had equal Parts, and infinitely more Merit. 
rutus particularly had—The Devil has much 
reater Abilities than Cæſar had, and is alſo a 
rince, and a very great Prince ; and the Exe- 
tioner of God's Vengeance too, and the 
cateſt Executioner : And yet are we not ex- 
reſly commanded to reſiſt him? The Plague 
often the Inſtrument of God's Judgment, are 
e therefore not to reſiſt the Plague, by proper 
diet and Antidotes? The Bite of an Adder 
ay be the Judgment of God ; Is it therefore a 
in to tread upon the Adder's Head and kill 
im? Or are Antidotes againſt all other Plagues 
awful; but none lawful againft the worſt, the 
oft laſting and deſtructive of all Plagues, the 
lague of Tyranny ? Or is an Adder lefs facred 
an a Tyrant? And why? I hope God made 
aders as well as Ceſar, A Storm may 100 a 


36 CATOSLETTERS. 


Judgment; muſt we not therefore diſcharge. 2 
great Gun againſt it, in order to diſperſe it? 
Or pray how comes one Sort of the Inſtruments 
of God's Judgment to be more ſacred than 
another? I am fure, God deteſts 4 — and 
if they are God's Miniſters, ſo are Plagues and 
Serpents, and fo is Satan himſelt. 
Brutus was one of the propereſt Perſons tc 
kill Cefar ; as he was of all the Men in Rome 
the moſt reverenced and 8 His Wii 
dom, and Virtue, and publick Spirit, were 
known and adored: And the Conſent of the 
Senate, and of all good Men, was with him; 
and none but the proſtitute Creatures of Power, 
and thoſe that ambitiouſly ſought it, withtheir 
deceiv'd and hireling Followers, condemn'd 
him; nor durſt even they at firſt. But Brutus 
out of his too great Goodneſs and Generoſity, 
fpared Anthony, who ought to have accompanied 
Ceſar. But while the wild Anthony remain'd, 
the Root of the Evil was not quite pluck'd up. 
He began a new War upon his Cauntry. 'The 
Senate however declar'd for the Tyrannicide 
and declar'd Mark Anthony a publick Enemy 
for making War upon Decimus Brutus, who wa 
ane of them; and ſent both the Confuls with 
an Army againſt Anthony, and in Defence d 
Brutus: And had it not been for the treache 
rous and ungrateful young Ceſar, the Common 
wealth would have been, in all likelihoo 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed. But this young Traitor 
like his Uncle Julius, turn'd the Arms of the 
Commonwealth upon- the Commonwealth, and 
joined with its Enemy Mark Anthony, to opprel 


* 
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The terrible Proceedings and bloody Pro- 
ſcriptions that followed this Agreement are well 
known. Nor is it at all ſtrange, that not one 
of the Tyrannicides ſurvived the Civil War, 
or died a natural Death. They were almoſt alt. 
Soldiers and Commanders, and were either 
oſtly ſlain in Battle, or by the Command of 
onquerors: Their Enemies got the better, 
and they had no where to fly to. The World: 
was polleſs'd by the Uſurpers. And if Brutus! 
and Caſſius kill d themſelves, rather than fall 


ne into their Enemies Hands, and adorn the Tri. 
2; umphs of ſucceſsful Traitors ; ſeveral of the 
r Chiefs of the other Party did alſo kill themſelves 
it during the War; particularly - Dolobella, and 


many of the Principals of his Party at Antioch, 
when Caſſius. beſieg'd them there. Was this 

alſo. a judgment? 1:4 a" . 
Brutus and Caſſius kill'd themſelves ! And 
what then? Was it not done like Romans, like 
virtuous. old Romans, thus to prefer Death 'to 
Slavery? It was a Roman Spirit, and thoſe who 
poſſeſs d it, did as much diſdain to be Tyrants, 
as to ſubmit to Tyranny ; a Spirit that ſcorn'd 
an ignominious Life, held only at the Mercy of 
an Uſurper ; or by flattering his Villainy and 
abetting his Uſurpations; and a Spirit, which 
thoſe that want it can never admire. Great 
Souls are not comprehended by Small ! Ir is 
undoubtedly true, that by the Precepts of 
Chriſtianity we are not at Liberty to diſpoſe 
of our own Lives; but are to wait for the Call 
nd of Heaven to alleviate or end our Calamities: 
But the Romans had no other.Laws to act by, 
but the natural Dictates of uncorrupted _ 
n? 


* 
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ſon ? I call upon the great Pretenders to Philo: 
ſophy and refined Morals, to aſſign one fait 
Reaſon, why a Roman, why Brutus and Caſſius, 
ſhould prefer a miferable Life to an honourable 
Death ; .ſhould bear Vaſſalage, Chains, and 
Tortures of Body or Mind, when all thöſe 
Evils were to be avoided -by doing only that, 
which by the Courſe of Natute every Man 
muſt ſoon do. It is better not to be, than to 


be unhappy ;; and the ſevereſt Judgment on the 


Wicked is, that they ſhall live for ever, and 
can never end their Miferies : Much leſs can it 
be any Service to Society, to keep alive by Art 
or Force a melancholy, miſerable, and ufeleſs 
Member, . burdenſome too by 
Age and Infirmities, ' © oO 00 
In this Light we muſt view the Actions of 
the old Romans, guided only by Nature, and 
unreſtrain'd from Suicide by any Principles of 
their Religion. We find, on the contrary, in 
Hiſtory, many Examples of the great and map- 
nanimous Heroes of Antiquity, chuſing volun- 
tary Death, often in the midſt of Health, with 


the greateſt Calmneſs of Mind; ſometimes 


from Satiety of Life and Glory, either when 
they could gain no more; or apprehending that 


the future — of unconſtant Fortune might 
I 


ſully the paſt ; and oftner till, to avoid ſub. 
mitting to Diſgrace and Servitude. 

A voluntary Death from ſuch Motives as 
theſe, was, among the Ancients, one of the 
Faths to Immortality ; and, under certain Cir- 
cumſtances, none but mean and abject Minds 
declined it. Roman Ladies often choſe it. And 
Cleopatra, Queen of Egypt, choſe a long pre- 

meditated 
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neditated Death, rather than be led Captive to 
Nome. And when Perſem ſent to P. Emilius, 
deſeeching, him with all Earneſtneſs, That ſo 
Treat a Prince, late Lord of Macedon, and good 

dart of Greece, might not be led, like a Slave, 
n Chains at his Chariot Wheels, to grace his 
Triumph; he received this ſhort Anfwer, that 
t was in bis own: Power tit: Thus figs 


to pi 
— ifying to him, that beds ſerved the Diſgraces 
je f he would live to bear it. | 
d Even under the Diſpenſations of a new Reli- 


gion, Which God Almighty condeſcended per- 
onally to teach Mankind, Humane Nature 
as prevailed ſo far over revealed Truths, that 
n Multitudes of Iuſtances a voluntary Death is 
zpproved, at leaſt not condemned, by almoſt 


he greateſt part of thg World. Men in ex- 
4 ereme Pain and Agonies do often refuſe Phy- 
Eick, and the Means of preferving their Lives, 
n Pays, Weeks, and Months longer. Men in 
ingring and deſperate Diſtempers go, uncall'd, 
„o Mount a Breach in a Siege, or into the midſt 
hf the Battle, to meet certain Death. Great 
Commanders have done the ſame, when the 
n Day went againſt them, rather than ſurvive 
+ eing beaten. Commanders of Ships have blown 
typ themſelves and their Ships, rather than be 


he Prey of the Conqueror. Towns beſieged, 
hen they could defend themſelves no longer, 
ave firſt burnt their Town, and then precipitated 
themſelves deſperately amongſt their Enemies, 
to procure an honourable Death and Revenge. 
Even common MalefaCtors often chuſe to dye, 
rather than diſcover their Accomplices; and al- 


ways get Credit by doing ſo. And the 9 


Oe, intitled B'RUTUS. 
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of the Decij, of Calanus, of the great Cato, and 
even of Ocho, and many other of. the great 
Examples of Antiquity, made immortal by thi 
Act of ancient eroiſm, are Kill read with 
Admiration.. . . 
| I ſhall, fora Concluſion of this long P; 
give my Readers the Sentiments of the-excelle nt 
Cowley, concerning Brutus and Caſary in his 


cu ve ſtand by and fee er 
Our Mother robb'd, and bound, 450 vile be, in 
Net not to her A tance fir, e 


Pleas'd with the Strength and Beauty of the Raviſher? 
Or ſhall we fear to hill him, if before 
The cancel d Name of Friend he bore ? 
Ingrateful Brutus do they, call ? 
Ingrateful Cæſar, who could Rome te 
An AR more barbarow and un natural 
(In th' exact Ballance of true Virtue tried) 
Than his s Succeſſor Nero's Parricide ! 
* 

ke Mercy could the 3 s 175 deſerve 

o From! bim be 1 himſelf rather than ſerve 2 2 


0 = can SU Things t0'us ffs, 
When we ſee periſh thus by odd Events, 


By ill Men and wretched Accidents, 18 
The beſt Cauſe, and beſt Man that ever drew a Sword e 
When we ſee - el 

The falſe Octavius and wild Anthony, le 
 God-like Brutus, conquer Thee? 

Jam, &c. : 

le 


SIR, 
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Intend to entertain- my -Readers with Dif: 
ſertations upon Liberty, in ſome of my ſuc- 
eding Letters ; and ſhall, as a-Preface to that 
delign, endeavour to prove in this, that Li- 
| 'f is the unalienable Right of all Man- 
in 8 10 l 


All Governments, under whatſoever Form 
ey are adminiſtred, ought to be adminiſtred 
dr the Good of the Society; and when they 
e otherwiſe adminiſtered, they ceaſe to be 
vovernment, and become Uſurpation. This 
eing the End of all Government, even the 
oſt Deſpotick have this Limitation to their 
uthority : And, in this Reſpect, rhe only 
difference between the moſt abſolute Princes 
d limited Magiſtrates is, that in free Go- 
ernments there are Checks and Reſtraints ap- 
dinted and expreſſed in the Conſtitution it 
; and in deſpotick Governments, the Peo- 
le ſubmit themſelves to the Prudence and Diſ- 
retion of the Prince alone: But there is ftill 
is tacit Condition annex d to his Power, that 
e muſt act by the unwritten Laws of Dif. 
etion and Prudence, and employ it for the 
le Intereſt of the People, who give it to him, 
r ſuffer him to enjoy it, which they ever do 
or their own Sakes. | | | 
Even in the moſt free Governments, ſingle 
len are often truſted with diſcretionary * 
ut 


5 
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But they muſt anſwer for that Diſcretion 1 
thoſe that truſt them. Generals of Armic 
and Admirals. of Fleets have often unlimite 
Commiſſions, and yet are they not anſwerabl 
for the prudent Execution of thoſe Commiſſions 
The Council of Ten, in Venice, have abſolut! 
Power over the Liberty and Life of every Ma 
In the State: But if they ſhould make uſe of t 
Power to ſlaughter, aboliſh, or enſlave the Se 
nate; and, like the Decemviri of Rome, to 
up - themſelves ; would it not be lawful fc 
thoſe, who gave them that Authority for oth 
Ends, to put thoſe Ten unlimited Traitors t 
Death, any Way they could? The Crown o 
England has been for the moſt part entruſte! 
with the ſole Diſpoſal of the Money given fo! 
the Civil Liſt, and often with the 2 
of great Sums raiſed for other publick Uſes 
and yet, if the Lord Treãſurer had applied thi 
Money to the Diſhonour of the King, and 
Ruin of the People, (rho? by the private Di 
rection of the Crown it ſelf) will any Man fay 
that he ought not to have compenſated for hi 
Crime, by the Loſs of his Head and hi 
Eſtate? e 3 0; 

I have ſaid thus much, to ſhew that no Ge 
vernment can be abſolute in the Senſe, or ra 
ther Nonſenſe, of our modern Dogmatizer: 
and indeed in the Senſe too commonly practiſed e le 
No barbarous Conqueſt : no extorted Conſeni 1 
of miſerable People, ſubmitting to the Chain | 
to eſcape the Sword; no repeated and heredita ce 
ry Acts of Cruelty, tho called Succeſſion; no. 

ontinuation of Violence, rho* named Pre. 
ſcription ; can alter, much leſs — —— ec 

112 unda- 
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damental Principles of Government it ſelf, 
make the Means of Preſervation. the Means 
Deſtruction, and render the Condition of 
ankind infinitely more miſerable than thar of 
m Beaſts of the Field, by the ſole Privilege of 
t Reaſon which diſtinguiſhes them from the 
ute Creation. 2 Rs jt 
Force can give no Title but to Revenge, and 
the Uſe of Force again: Nor could it ever en- 
into the Heart ot any Man, to give to another 
wer over him, for any other End but te be 
rciſed for his own Advantage: And if there 
> any Men mad or fooliſh none to pretend 
do otherwiſe, they ought to be treated as 
ots and Lunaticks ; and the Reaſon of their 
dnduct muſt be derived from their Folly and 
1of renZzy. | 
All Men are born free: Li is a Gift. 
nich they receive from God himſelf ; nor can 
ey alicnate the ſame by Confenr, tho poſſibly 
y may forfeit it by Crimes. No Man has 
wer over his own Life, or to diſpoſe of his 
n Religion, and cannot conſequently transfer 
> Power of either to any body elſe : Much 
can he give away the Lives and Liberties, 
ligion or acquired Property of his Poſterity, 
ho will be born as free as he himſelf was born, 
d can never be bound by his wicked and ridi- 
ous Bargain. | 
The Right of the Magiſtrate ariſes only from 
> Right of private Men to defend themſelves, 
repel Injuries, and to puniſh thoſe who com- 
t them: That Right being conveyed by the 
ety to their publick Repreſentative, he can 
ecute the ſame no further than the Benefit and 


Security 
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Security of that Society wks he ſhoul 
When he exceeds his Commiſſion, his Acts a 
as extrajudicial as are thoſe of any privd 
Officer uſurping an unlawful Authority, that! 
they are void ; and every Man is anfwerab 
for the Wrong he does. A Power tb d 
—* can never become a Warrant for doi 
vil. W | 
-But here ariſes a grand Queſtion, which h 
1 and puzzled the greateſt part 
ankind : And yet, I think, the Anſwer to 
is eaſy and obvious. The Queſtion is, W 
"ſhall be Judge whether the Magiſtrate ads Ju 
25 and purſues his Truſt ? To this it is juſt 
aid, that if thoſe who complain of him are 
judge. him, then there is a ſettled Authori 
above the chief Magiſtrate, which Authori 
muſt be itſelf the chief Magiſtrate; which 
contrary to the Suppoſition; and the fa 
Queſtion ana Dithcuity will recur again up 
this new Magiſtracy. All this I own to 
abſurd ; and I aver it to be at leaſt as al 
ſurd ro affirm, that the Perſon accuſed is 
be the deciſive Judge of his own Actions, whe 
it is certain he will always judge and determi 
in his own Favour; and thus the whole Ra 
of Mankind will be left helpleſs under t 
heavieſt Injuſtice, Oppreſſion and Miſery th 

can afflict humane Nature. | 
But if neither Magiſtrates, nor they w 
complain of Magiſtrates, and are aggriev'd b 
them, have a Right to determine deciſive; 

the one for the other; and if there is 
common eſtabliſh'd Power, to which both a 
ſubject: Then every Man intereſted - ˖ 
ucce 


- the Majority of a Council; when betwe 


46 CATOSLETTERS.. 


rhefe Princes there is no longer any Union, 
in that Council any Majority, no Submiſſi 
can be due to that which is not; and the La 
of Nature and Self-preſervation muſt take plac 
where there are no other. 
The Caſe is ſtill the ſame, when there 
any Diſpute about the Titles of Abſol 
Princes, who govern independently on t| 
States of a Country, and call none. Here t 
every Man muſt judge for himſelf what Par 
he will take, and to which of the Titles 
will adhere; and the like private Judgme 
muſt guide him, whenever a Queſtion arif 
whether the ſaid Prince is an Idiot or Lun 
tick, and conſequently whether he is capat 
or incapable of Government. Where the 
are no States, there can be no other Way | 
judging ; but by the Judgment of private Me 
the Capacity of the Prince muſt be judge 
and his Fate determined. Lunacy and Idic 
iſm. are, I think, allowed by all to be certa 
Diſqualifications for Government; and indet 
they are as much ſo, as if he were deaf, blini 
and dumb, or even dead. He who can neith 
execute an Office, nor appoint a Deputy, 
not fir for one. | 

Now I would fain know, why private Me 
may not as well uſe their Judgment in an || 
ſtance that concerns them more; I mean 
of a Tyrannical Government, of which th: 
hourly feel the ſad Effects, and ſorrowful Proof 
whereas they have not by far the equal Meat 
of coming to a Certainty about t * 
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apacity of their Governor. The Perſons of 
at Princes are known but to few of their 
bjects, and their Parts to much fewer; and 
eral Princes have, by the Management of 
ir Wives, or Miniſters, or Murderers, reign'd 
ood while after they were dead. In Truth, 
hink *tis as much the Buſineſs and Right of 
People to judge whether their Prince be 
od or bad, whether a Father or an Enemy, 
to judge whether he be dead or alive ; un- 
it be ſaid (as many ſuch wiſe Things have 
ſaid) that they may judge whether he 
govern them, but not whether he does; 
d that it behoves them to put the Admini- 
ation in wiſer Hands, if he is a harmleſs 
ol, but it is impious te do it, if he is only 
leſtructive Tyrant; that Want of Speech is 
Diſqualification, but Want of Humanity 


' of 


ne- 

hat Subjects were not to Judge of their 
dvernors, or rather for themſelves in the Bu- 
fs of Government, which of all humane 
ings concerns them moſt, was an Abſurdity 
xt never entered into the Imagination of the 
e and honeſt Antients : Who, following for 
ir Guide that everlaſting Reaſon, which is 
> beſt and only Guide in humane Affairs, 
ried Liberty and humane Happineſs, the le- 
imate Offspring and Work of Liberty, to 
higheſt Pitch that they were capable of ar- 
ing at. But the above Abſurdity, with ma- 
others as monſtrous and miſchievous, were 
erved for the Diſcovery of a few wretched 
| dreaming Mahometan and Chriſtian M 8 : 


— 
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who, ignorant of. all Things, were made, 
made themſelves, the Directors of all Thing 
and bewitching the World wih holy Lies, a 
unaccountable Ravings, dreſſed up in bart 
rous Words and uncouth Phraſes, bent all the 
Fairy-Force againſt common ' Senſe and, cot 
mon Liberty and Truth, and founded a pen 
cious, abſurd, and viſionary Empire upon the 
Ruins. Syſtems without Senſe, Propoſitic 
without Truth, Religion without Reaſon, 
rampant Church without Charity, Sever 
without, Juſtice, and Government without 
berty or Mercy, were all the bleſſed Hand 
Works of theſe religious Madmen, and god 
Pedants ; who, by pretending to know t 
other World, cheated and confounded th 
Their Enmity to common Senſe, and Want 
it, were their Warrants for governing the Ser 
of all Mankind: B Lying, they were thoug 
the Champions of the Truth; and by thi 
Fooleries, Impieties, and Cruelty, were 
ſteemed the Favourites and Confidents of 
God of Wiſdom, Mercy, and Peace. 
Theſe were the Men, who having der 
liſhed all Senſe and humane Judgment, f 
made it a Principle, that People were not 
Judge of their Governor and Government, nor 
meddle with it, nor ta preſerve themſelves fre 
ublick Deltroyers, N themſelt 
vernors: And yet theſe Men, who thus ſet 
for the Support and Defenders of Governme 
without the common Honeſty of diſtinguiſh 
the Good from the Bad, and Protection fr 
Murder and Depredation, were at the 15 


* 
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themſelves the eonſtant and avowed 
roublers of every Government which they 
puld not direct and command; and every 
overnment, however excellent, which did not 
ake their Reveries its own Rules, and them- 
ves alone its peculiar Care, has been ho- 
ured with their profeſſed Hatred; whilſt Ty- 
nts and publick Butchers, who flattered them, 
ve been deified. This was the poor State of 


ould ſay, of no Parts of it ſince. ; 
This barbarous Anarchy in Reaſoning and 
liticks, has made it neceſſary to prove Pro- 
ſitions which the Light of Nature had de- 
dnſtrated. And, as the Apoſtles were forced 


Gods which were made with Hands; I am 


ge, whether their Governors were made for 


alikcations ? Whether they have any Go» 


e, every Man muſt not be his own? I 
efore return to Inftances and Illuſtrations: 
zo n Facts, which cannot be denied, tho? Pro- 
orc ions as true as Facts may, by thoſe eſpe - 
ly who are defective in Point of Modeſty 
el Oilcerhment. . 2 | 7 


et Poland, according to the Conſtitution of 
mei Country, it is neceſſary, we are told, that, 
ſhi 


eir Diets, the Conſent of every Man pre- 
muſt be had to make a Reſolve effeftual : 
therefore, to prevent the cutting of, Peo- 
Tig Throats, they have no Remedy but to 

OL. II. "7 cut 


m, or they for their Governors? Whether 
ir Governors have neceſſary and natural 


nors or no ? And whether, when they have. 
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riſtendom, before the Reformation; and I wiſh, 


prove to the milled Gentiles, that they were 


to prove, that the People have a Right to 


— 
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cut the Throats of one another ; that is, they 
muſt pull out their Sabres, and force the fe. 
fractory Members (who are always the Mi. 
nority) to ſubmit. And amongſt us in England, 
where a Jury cannot agree, there can be no 
Verdict; and ſo they muſt faſt till they do, or 
till one of them is dead, and then the Jury is 
diſſolved. | 
This from the Nature of Things themſelve;; 
muſt be the conſtant Caſe in all Diſputes be. 
eween Dominion and Property. here the 
Intereſt of the Governors and that of the Ge 
verned claſh, there can be no ſtated Judge be 
tween them: To appeal to a Foreign Power 
is to give up the Sovereignty ; and for either 
Side to ſubmit, is to give up the Queſtion: 
And therefore, if they themſelves do not ami 
cably determine the Diſpute between ther 
ſelves, Heaven alone muſt, In ſuch Caſe, Re 
courſe muſt be had to the firſt Principles 
Government itſelf ; which being a Departun 
from the State of Nature, and a Union of m 
ny Families forming themſelves into a politi 
Machine for mutual Protection and Defenc 
it is evident, that this form'd Relation c- 
continue no longer than the Machine fſubſil 
and can act; and when it does not, the Ind 
viduals muſt return to their former State aga 
No Conſtitution can provide againſt what wi 
happen, when that Conſtitution is diſſolve 
Government is only an Appointment of one 
more Perſons, to do certain Actions for t 
Good and Emolument of the Society; an” 
if the Perſons thus intruſted, will not act ine 
all, or act contrary to their Truſt, their Poweipcir 
m 
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muſt return of Courſe to thoſe who gave 


it. E 
Suppoſe, for Example, the Grand Monarch 
had bought a neighbouring Kingdom and all 
the Lands in it, from the Courtiers, and the 
Majority of the People's Deputies; and amongſt 
he reſt, the Church-Lands, into the Bargain, 
ith the Conſent of their Convocation or Sy- 
od, or by what other Name that Aſſembly 
was called; Would the People and Cler 
ave thought themſelves obliged to have made 
good this Bargain, if they could have help'd 
t? I dare ſay neither would; but, on the 
ontrary, that the People would have had the 
ountenance of theſe reverend Patriots to have 
old their Reprſentatives in round Terms, that 
hey were choſen to act for the Intereſt of thoſe 
hat ſent them, and not for their own ; that 
heir Power was given them to protect and de. 
end their Country, and not to ſell and enſlave 
8 g 4 8 
This Suppoſition, as wild as it ſeems, yet 
not ab — and univerſally impoſſible. 
Ling John actually ſold the Kingdom of Eng- 
and to his Holineſs: And there are People in 
II Nations ready to fel! their Country at 
ome ; and ſuch can never have any Princi- 
les to withhold them from ſelling it Abroad. 
It is fooliſh to ſay, that this Doctrine can 
> miſchievous to Society, at leaſt in any 
roportion to the wild Ruin and fatal Cala- 
ities which muſt befal, and do befal the 
/orld, where the contrary Doctrine is main- 
ned : For, all Bodies of Men ſubſiſting upon 
deir own Subſtance, or upon the Profits of 
C2 - their 
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their Trade and Induſtry, find their Account 
ſo much in Eaſe and Peace, and have juſtly 
ſuch terrible Apprehenſions of Civil Diſorders, 
which 1 Thing they enjoy; that 
they always bear a Thouſand Injuries before 
they return one, and ſtand under the Burthens 
as long as they can bear them, as I have in 
another Letter obſerved. 

What with the Force of Education, and the 
| Reverence which People are taught, and have 
been always uſed to pay to Princes; what with 
the perpetual Harangues of Flatterers, the gaw 
dy Pageantry -and Outſide of Power, and its 
gilded Enſigns, always glittering in their Eyes; 
what with the Execution of the Laws in the 
fole Power of the Prince ; what with all the 
regular Magiſtrates, . pompous Guards and 
ſtanding Troops, with the fortified Towng 
the Artillery, and all the Magazines of War, 
at his Diſpoſal ; beſides large Revenues, and 
Multitudes ok Followers and Dependents, u 
fupport and abet all he does: Obedience t 
Authority is ſo well ſecured, that it is wild te 
imagine that any Number of Men, formidabl: 
enough to diſturb a ſettled State, can umite to 
gether and hope to overturn it, till the public 
Grievances are ſo enormous, the Oppreſſion ſ 

reat, and the Diſaffection ſo univerſal, tha 

ere can be no Queſtion remaining, whethe 
their Calamities are real or imaginary, an 
whether the Magiſtrate has protected or et 
deavoured to deſtroy his People. 

This was the Caſe of Richard the Secon 
Edward the Second, and James the Second 
and will ever be the Cale under 8 ſam 

cui 
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ircumſtances. No Society of Men will groan 
under Oppreſſions longer than they know how 
o throw them off; whatever unnatural Whim- 
Ges and Fairy Notions idle and ſedentary Bab- 
blers may utter from Colleges and Cloiſters ; 
and teach to others for vile Self-ends, Doctrines, 
hich they themſelves are famous for not 
practiſing. . 
Upon this Principle of People's judging for 
hemſelves, and reſiſting lawleſs Force, ſtands. 
pur late happy Revolution, and with it the juſt 
and rightful Title of our moſt excellent So- 
ereign King George, to the Scepter of theſe 
Realms; a Scepter which he has, and I doubt 
ot will ever ſway, to his own Honour, and 
he Honour, Protection, and Proſperity of us: 
ais People. N 


SIX. 
Here is-no Government now upon Earth;, 
which owes its Formation or Beginning 
> the immediate Revelation of God, or can 
rive its Exiftence from ſuch Revelation: It 
certain, on the contrary, that the Riſe and 
ſtitution or Variation of Government, from 
ime to Time, is within the Memory of Men: 
r of Hiſtories ; and. that every Government, 
hich we know at this Day in the World, was- 
ſtabliſhed by the Wiſdom and Force of meer 
n, and by the Concurrence of Means and. 

39? C 3 Cauſes. 
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Cauſes evidently humane. Government there: 
fore can have no Power, but ſuch as Men can 
give, and ſuch as they actually did give, or 
permit for their own Sakes : Nor can any Go- 
vernment be in Fact erected but by Conſent, 
if not of every Subject, yet of as many as 
can compel the reſt; ſince no Man, or Coun- 
ciFof Men, can have perſonal Strength enough 
to govern Multitudes by Force, or can claim 
to themſelves and their Families uy Superi- 
ority, or natural Sovereignty over their Fel. 
low-Creatures naturally as good as them. Such 
Strength, therefore, wherever it is, is civil and 
accumulative Strength, derived from the Laws 
and Conſtitutions of the Society, of which the 
Governors themſelves are but Mem 
So that to know the Juriſdiction of Gover: 
nors, and its Limits; we muſt have recourſe 
to the Inſtitution of Government, and aſcertain 
thoſe Limits by the Meaſure of Power, which 
Men in the State of Nature have over them- 
| ſelves and one another: And as no Man can 
take from many, who are ſtronger than him, 
what they have no Mind to give him ; and he 
who has not Conſent muſt have Force, which 
is itſelf the Conſent of the Stronger; ſo no Man 
can give to another either what is none of hi 
own, or what in its own Nature is inſeparable 
from himſelf ; as his Religion particularly is. 
Every Man's Religion 1s his own ; nor can 
the Religion of any Man, of what Nature or 
Figure ſoever, be the Religion of another 
Man, unleſs he alſo chuſes it; which Action 
utterly excludes all Ferce, Power, or Govern- 


ment, Religion can never come without Con 
victior 
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rition, nor can Conviction come from Civil 
\uthority; Religion, which is the Fear of 
od, cannot be ſubject to Power, which is the 
ear of Man. It is a Relation between God 
ind our own Souls only, and conſiſts in a Diſ- 
poſition of Mind to obey the Will of our great 
reator, in the Manner which we think moſt 
cceptable to him. It is independent upon all 
zumane Directions, and ſuperior to them; and 
onſequently uncontroulable by external Force, 
which cannot reach the free Faculties of the 
ind, or inform the Underſtanding, much leſs 
onvince it. Religion therefore, which can never 
xe ſubject to the Juriſdiction of another, can never 
de alienated to another, or put in his Power. 
Nor has any Man in the State of Nature, 
Power over his own Life, or to take away the 
ife of another, unleſs to defend his own, or 
hat is as much his own, namely his Property. 
This Power therefore, which no Man has, no 
lan can transfer to another. | | 
Nor could any Man, in the State of Nature, 
dave a Right to violate the Property of another; 
hat is, what another had acquired by his Art 
r Labour; or to interrupt him in his Induſtry 
nd Enjoyments, as long as he himſelf was not 
jured by that Induſtry and thoſe Enjoyments. 
lo Man therefore could transfer to the Ma- 
ziſtrate that Right which he had not himſelf. 
No Man in his Senſes was ever ſo wild as to 
ive an unlimited Power to another to take a- 
ay his Life, or the Means of Living, accord- 
ig to the Caprice, Paſſion, and unreafonable 
Pleaſure of that other : But if any Man re- 
trained himſelf from N of his Pleaſures, 
4 or 
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or parted with any Portion of his Acquiſitions, 
he did it with the honeſt Purpoſe of enjoying 
the reft with the greater Security, and alway; 
in Subſerviency to his own Happinefs, which 
no Man will or can willingly and intentionally 
give away to any other whatſoever. f _ 
And if any one, through his own Inadver. 
tence, or by the-Fraud or Violence of another, 
can be drawn into ſo fooliſh a Contract, he is 
relievable by the eternal Laws of God and 
Reafon. No Engagement that is wicked and 
unjuſt, can be executed without Injuſtice and 
Wickedneſs: This is fo true, that I queſtion 
whether there be a Conſtitution in the World 
which does not afford, or pretend to afford, : 
Remedy for relieving ignorant, diſtreſſed and 
unwary Men, trepaned into ſuch Engagement 
by artful Knaves, or frightned into them by 
1mperious ones. So that here the Laws of Na- 
ture and general Reaſon ſuperſede the municipal 
and poſitive Laws of Nations ; and no where 
oftner than in England. What elſe was the 
Deſign, and ought to be the Buſineſs of ou 
Courts of Equity? And I hope whole Coun 
tries and Societies are no more exempted from 
the Privileges and Protection of Reaſon and 
Equity, than are private Particulars. 
Here then is the natural Limitation of the 
Magiſtrate's Authority: He ought not to take 
what no Man ought to give, nor exact what 
no Man ought to perform : All be has is given 
him, and thoſe that gave it muſt judge of the 
Application. In Government there is no ſuch 
Relation as Lord and Slave, lawleſs Will and 
blind Submiſſion; nor ought to be amongſt M _ 
: I ut 
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Bur the only Relation is that of Father and 
hildren, Patron. and Client, Protection and 
Allegiance, Benefaction and Gratitude, mutual 
Affection and mutual Aſſiſtance. 

So that the Nature of Government does not 
ter the natural Right of Men to Liberty, 
hich in all political Societies is alike their due: 
ut ſome Governments provide better than 
thers, for the Security and impartial Diſtribu- 
on of that Right. There has been always 
ch a conſtant and certain Fund of Corruption 
d Malignity in humane Nature, that it has 
en rare to find that Man, whoſe Views and 
lappineſs did not center in the Gratification of 
s Appetites, and worſt Appetites, his Luxury, 
s Pride, his Avarice and Luſt of Power; and: 
ho conſidered any publick Truſt repoſed in 


bye m, with any other View, than as the Means 
a atiate ſuch. unruly and dangerous. Deſires 1 


d this has been. moſt eminently. true of Great: 
len, and thoſe who aſpired to Dominion. 
ey were firſt made Great for the Sake of the- 
blick, and afterwards at its Expence. And 
they had been con:-nt to have been moderate 
raytors, Mankind would have been ſtill mo- 
rately happy ; but their Ambition and Trea- 
obſerving no Degrees, there was no Degree 
Vileneſs and Miſery, which the poor People 
d not often feel. 
The Appetites therefore of Men, eſpecially 
Great Men, are carefully to be obſerveÞ 
d ſtopp!'d, or elſe they will never ſtop them 
ves. The Experience of every Age con- 
ces us, that we muſt not judge of Men by 
ut they ought. to do, but by what they will 
N 
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do; and all Hiſtory affords. but few Inſtances of 
Men truſted with great Power without abuſin 
it, when with Security they could. The Ser 
vants of Society, that is to ſay, its Magiſtrate 
did: almoſt univerſally ferve it by ſerzing i 
ſelling it, or plundering it; eſpecially whe 
they were left by the Society unlimited as . 
their Duty and Wages. In that Caſe, the 
faithful Stewards generally took all; and beit 
Servants, made Slaves of their Maſters. 

For theſe Reaſons, and convinced by wot 
and eternal Experience, Societies found it n 
ceſſary to lay Reſtraints upon their Magiſtrate 
or publick Servants, and to put Checks up 
thofe who would otherwiſe put Chains up 
them ; and therefore thefe Societies ſet then 
ſelves to model and form national Conſtitutia 
with ſuch Wiſdom and Art, that the public 
Intereſt ſhould be conſulted and carried on 
the ſame Time, when thofe entruſted with f 
Adminiſtration'of it were conſulting and pu 
ſuing their own. 

Hence grew the Diſtinction between Ar 
trary and Free Governments: Not that more 
leſs Power was veſted in the one than in the othe 
nor that either of them lay under leſs or mt 
Obligations, in Juſtice, to protect their 80 
jects, and ſtudy their Eafe, Proſperity and 
curity, and to watch for the ſame. But 
Power and Sovereignty of Magiſttates in f 
Countries was ſo qualified, and ſo divided in 
different Channels, and committed to the 
rection of ſo many different Men, with dil 
rent Intereſts and Views, that the Majority 
them could ſeldom or never find their Acco 
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betraying their Truſt in fundamental In- 
ances. Their Emulation, Envy, Fear, — 


ereſt, always made them Spies and Chec 
don one another. By all which Means, the 
>ople have often come at the Heads of thofe 
ho forfeited their Heads, by betraying the 
ople. | | 

In defpotick Governments, Things went far 


herwife, thoſe Governments having been fra- 
d otherwiſe ; if the ſame could he called 
overnments, where the Rules of publick 
wer were dictated by private and lawlefs 
ſt; where Folly and Madneſs often fway'd 
e Scepter, and blind Rage weilded the Sword. 
e —— Wealth of the State, with its Civil 
Military Power, being in the Prince, the 
ople could have no Remedy but Death and 
tience, while he oppreſſed them by the 
amp, and butcher'd them by Thouſands : 
lefs perhaps the Ambition or perſonal Re- 
tments of ſome of the Inſtruments of his 
yranny procured a Revolt, which rarely 
ended their Condition, 
The only Secret therefore in forming a Free 
pvernment, is to make the Intereſts of the 
pvernors and of the Governed the ſame, as 
as humane Policy can contrive. Liberty 
not be preſerved any other Way. Men have 
gs found, from the Weakneſs and Depravity 
themſelves and one another, that molt Men 
ll act for Intereſt, againſt Duty, as often as 
y dare. So that to engage them to their 
ty, Intereſt muſt be linked to the Obſervance 
it, and Danger to the Breach of it. Per- 
tal Advantages and Security, mult be the 
Rewards 
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Rewards of Duty and Obedience; and Di 
yh Torture, and Death, the Puniſhmentt 
reachery and Corruption. | | 

Humane Wiſdom has yet found out but ot 
certain Expedient to effect this; and that i 
to have the Concerns of all directed by all, 
far as poſſibly can be: And where the Perla 
intereſted are too numerous, or live too dit: 
to meet together on all 12 they mu 
moderate Neceſſity by Prudence, arid act 
Deputies whoſe Intereſt is the fame with the 
own, and whoſe Property is ſo intermingh 
with theirs, and ſo engaged upon the fan 
Bottom, that Principals and Deputies mu 
ftand and- fall together. When the Deputi 
thus act for their own Intereſt, by aCting 
the Intereſt of their Principals ; when they 
make no Law but what they themſelves, a 
their Poſterity, muſt be ſubje& to ; when the 
can give no Money, but what they mult p 
their Share of; and when they can do no Mi 
chief, but what muſt fall upon their own Hed 
in common with their Countrymen; their Pr 
cipals may then expect good Laws, little M 
chief, and much Frugality. | 

Here therefore lies the great Point of Nice 
and Care, in forming the Conſtitution, that t 
' Perſons entruſted and repreſenting, ſhall eit 
never have an Intereſt detached from the Pe 
ſons entruſting and repreſented, or never ti 
Means to purſue it. Now to compaſs this gre 
Point effectually, no other Way is left, but or 
of theſe two, or rather both; namely, to mi eir 
the Deputies ſo numerous, that that there Mun 


be no Pollibility of corrupting the Majorim ist 
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or, by changing them ſo often, that there is no 
ufficient Time to corrupt them, and to carry 
he Ends of that Corruption. The People may 
be very ſure, that the major Part of their De- 
puties being honeſt, will keep the reſt fo; and 
hat they will all be honeſt, when they have 
o Temptations to be Knaves. | 
We have ſome Sketch of this Policy in the 
onſtitution of our ſeveral great Companies, 
where the general Court, compos'd of all its 
embers, conſtitutes the Legiſlature, and the 
onſent of. that Court is the Sanction of their 
aws ; and where the Adminiſtration of their 
Affairs is put under the Condutt of a certain 
umber choſen by the Whole. Here every 
an concerned, ſaw the Neceſſity of ſecuring 
art of their Property, by putting the Perſons 
truſted under proper Regulations ; however 
>miſs they may be in taking Care of the Whole, 
Ind if Proviſion had been made, that, as a 
hird Part of the Directors are to go out every 
ear, fo none ſhould ſtay in above three, (as 1 
m told, was at firſt promiſed) all Jugling with 
ourtiers, and railing great Eſtates by Con- 
2deracy, at the Expence of the Company, 
ad, in a great Meaſure been prevented; tho? 
ere were ftill wanting other Limitations, 
2 might have effectually obviated al} thoſe 
ils. WB 
This was the ancient Conſtitution of England: 
Dur Kings had neither Revenues large enough, 
tor Ofhces gainful and numerous enough in 
ma heir Diſpoſal, to corrupt any conſiderable 
'umber of Members; nor any Force to 
ri ighten them: Beſides, the ſame 1 
| leidom 
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ſeldom or never met twice: For, the ſerving 
in it being found an Office of Burden and ne 
Profit, it was thought reaſonable that all Me 
qualifhed: ſhould, in their Turns, leave thei 
Families and domeſtick Concerns, to ſerve th 
Publick; and their Boroughs bore their Charge 
The only Grievance then was, that they were 
not called together often enough, to redreſs the 
Grievances/which the People ſuffered from the 
Court during their Intermiſſion: And ther 
fore, a Law was made in Edward the Third 
— that Parliaments ſhould be held once: 
Year. 

But this Law, like the Queen's Peace, di 
not execute it ſelf; and therefore the Coun 
ſeldom convened them, but when they wanted 
Money, or had other Purpoſes of their own toll 
ſerve; and ſometimes raiſed Money without 
them: Which arbitrary Proceeding brought up 
on the Publick numerous: Miſchiefs ; and, n 
the Reign of King Charles the Firſt, a long and 
bloody Civil War. In that Reign an Act wa 
paſſed, that they ſhould meet of themſelve 
if they were not called according to the Di 
rection of that Law; which was worthily re 


peal'd upon the Reſtoration of King Charles ti ny 
— : And in the fame kind Fit, a great RHeſt 
venue was given him for Life, and continue tri 
to his Brother. By which Means, theſe Prince nei 
were enabled to keep ſtanding Troops, and ur 
corrupt Parliaments, or to live without them Wind 
and to commit fuch Acts of Power as brougi un 
about, and indeed forced the People upon the a 
late happy Revolution. Soon after which, Mite 


new Act was paſſed, that Parliaments ſhould 
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nei rechoſen once in three Vears: Which Law 
"Fas alſo repealed, upon his Majeſty's Acceſſion 
the Throne, that the preſent Parliament might 
ve Time to rectify thoſe Abuſes which we 
poured under, and to make Regulations pro- 
r to prevent them Al for the future. Ak 
hich has been fince happily effected; and, I 
eſs God, we are told, that the People will 
we the Opportunity to thank them, in ano- 
er Election, for their great Services to their 
ountry, I ſhall be always ready, on my 
art, to do them Honour, and pay them my 
cknowledgments, in the moſt cgectual man- 
er in my Power. — But more of this in the 
cceeding Papers. | . 
F am, &c. 


, | * 
——_— —— ——_— _— mum 
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SIR, he | 
HE moſt reafonable Meaning that can 
be put upon this Apothegm, that Virtue 
its own Reward, is, that it ſeldom meets with 
y other. God himſelf, who having made us, 
ft knows our Natures, does not truſt to the 
trinſick Excellence and native Beauty of Ho- 
neſs alone, to engage us in its Intereſts and 
urſuits, but recommends it to us by the ſtronger 
nd more affecting Motives of Rewards and 
uniſhments. No wiſe Man, therefore, will 
any Inſtance of Moment truſt to the meer 
ntegrity of another. The Experience of all 
\ges may convince us, that Men, when they 
are 


| 
| 
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they are numerous enough to 1 one anathy 


are above Fear, grow for the moſt part abo 
Honeſty and Shame: And this is particular 
and certainly true of Societies of Men, wh 


in Countenance ; for when the Weight of |; 
famy 18 divided amongſt many, no One fin 
under his own Burden. BN 

Great Bodies of Men have ſeldom judge 
what they ought to do, by any other Rule thi 
what they could do. What Nation is the 
that has not oppreſſed any other, when d 
ſame could be done with Advantage and Sec 
rity ? What Party has ever had Regard to th 
Principles which they profeſſed, or ever n 
formed the Errors they condemned? Wh 
Company, or particular Society of Merchant 
or Fradeſmen, has ever ated for the- Intere| 
of general Trade, tho* it always filled the 
Mouths in private Converſation? 

And yet Men, thus form'd and qualified, 2 
the Materials for Government. For the. Sak 
of Men it is inſtituted, and by the Prudence 
Men it muſt be conducted; and the Art « 
political Mechaniſm is, to ere a firm Buildi 
with ſuch crazy and corrupt Materials. 
ſtrongeſt Cables are made out of looſe Hem 
and Flax; and the World it ſelf may, wit 
the Help of proper Machines, be moved b 
the Force of a {imgle Hair; and ſo may th 
Government of the World as well as the Worl 
it ſelf, But whatever Diſcourſes J ſhall her 
after make upon this great and uſeful Subjec 
I ſhall confine my ſelf in this Letter to fr: 
monarchical Conſtitutions alone, and to th 
Application of fame af the Principles laid dow! 
in my laſt, 
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t is there ſaid, that when the Society conſiſts 
too many, or when they live too far apart to 
able to meet together, to take Care of their 
n Affairs, they can no otherwiſe preſerve 
ir Liberties, than by chuſing Deputies to re- 
ſent them, and to act for them; and that 
ſe Deputies muſt be either ſo numerous, that 
re can be no Means of corrupting the Majo- 
, or ſo often changed, that there ſhall be 
Time to do it ſo as to anſwer — End by 
ng it. Without one of theſe Regulations, or 
h, I lay it down as a certain Maxim in Po- 
ks, that it is impoſſible to preſerve a free 
vernment long. F 
think I may with great Modeſty affirm 
t in former Reigns, the People of England 
ad no ſufficient Security in the Number of 

Wir Repreſentatives. What with the Crowd 
Offices in the Gift of the Crown, which 
e poſſeſſed by Men of no other Merit, nor 
d by any other Tenure, but merely a Ca- 
ity to get into the Houſe of Commons, and 
Diſſervice they could and would do their 
ntry there : What with the Promifes and 
peftations given to others, who by Court- 
uence, and often by Court-Money. carried 


familiar and deceitful Addrefles of great 
n to weak Men: What with luxurious Din- 
s and Rivers of Burgundy, Champaign and, 
4y, thrown down the Throats of Gluttons; 
what with Penfions, and other perſonal 
atifications, beſtowed where Wind and Smoke 
Id not -paſs for current Coin: What with 
y Watch -· words and imaginary * 
prea 


ir Elections: What by artful Careſſes, and 
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2 amongſt the drunken Squires, and 
deluded and enthuſiaſtick Bigots, of dread 
Deſigns in Embrio, to blow up the Chun 
and the Proteſtant Intereſt ; and ſometimes yi 
the Dread of mighty Invaſions juſt ready 
break upon us from the Man in the Moon; 
ſay, by all theſe corrupt Arts, the Repreſen 
tives of the Eng/iſh People, in former Reig 
have been brought to betray the People, and 
join with their Oppreſſors. So much are] 
overned by artful Applications to their pris 
aſſions and Intereſt. And it is evident to n 
that if ever we have a weak or an ambiti 
Prince, with a Miniſtry like him, we muſt { 
out ſome other Reſources, or acquieſce in 
Loſs of our Liberties The Courſe and Tra 
ency of humane Affairs, will not ſuffer us 
live always under the preſent righteous Adi 
niſtration. | 
So that I can ſee no Means in humane Pol 
to preſerve the publick Liberty and a monar 
cal Form of Government together, but by 
frequent freſh Elections of the People's De 
ties: This is what the Writers in Politicks 
Rotation of Magiſtracy. Men, when they 
enter into Magiſtracy, have often their forn 
Condition before their Eyes: They remem 
what they themſelves ſuffered, with their þ 
low Subjects, from the Abuſe of Power, 
how much they blamed it; and fo their 
Purpoſes are to be humble, modeſt and ju 
and probably, for ſome Time, they conlit 
ſo. But the Poſſeſſion of Power ſoon al 
and viciates their Hearts, which are at | 


ſame time ſure to be leavened, and puffed 
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an unnatural Size, by the deceitful Incenſe 


falſe Friends, and the proſtrate Submiſſion 
paraſites. Firſt, they grow indifferent to all 
r good Deſigns, and then drop them: Next 
y loſe their Moderation; afterwards, they 
ounce all Meaſures with their old Acquaint- 
e and old Principles; and ſeeing themſelves 
agnifying Glafles, grow, in Conceit, a 
zrent Species from their Fellow Subjedts 
ſo by too ſudden Degrees become inſolent, 
xcious and tyrannical, and ready to catch at 
Means, often the vileſt and moſt oppreſſive, 
aiſe their Fortunes as high as their imagi- 
y Greatneſs. So that the only Way to put 
m in mind of their former Condition, and 
equently of the Condition of other People, 
fien to reduce them to it; and to let others 
2qual Capacities ſhare of Power in their 
rn; and this alſo is the only Way to qualify 
n, and make them equally fit for Dominion 
Subjection. 
Rotation therefore, in Power and Magi- 
y, is eſſentially neceſſary to a free Govern- 
t: It is indeed the Thing it ſelf; and con- 
ites, animates, and informs it, as much as 
Soul conſtitutes the Man. It is a Thing 
ed and inviolable, wherever Liberty is 
ght ſacred; nor can it ever be committed 
he Diſpoſal of thoſe who are truſted with 
Preſervation of National Conſtitutions : For 
they may have the Power to model it for 
publick Advantage, and for the more 
ual Security of that Right; yet they can 
2 none to give it up, or, Which is the ſame 
ng, to make it uſeleſs, SS 9 
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The Conſtitution of a limited Monard 
is the joint Concurrence of the Crown and 
the Nobles (without whom it cannot ſubſ 
and of the Body of the People, to make La 
for the common Benefit of the Subject; 
where the People, through Number or Diſtan 
cannot meet, they muſt ſend Deputies to ſp 
in their Names, and to attend upon their | 
tereſt : Theſe Deputies therefore act by, un 
and in ſubſervency to the Conſtitution, x 
have not a Power * it and over it. 

In Holland, and ſome other free Countr 
the States are often obliged to conſult th 
Principals ; and, in ſome Inſtances, our o 
Parliaments have declined entring upon 
ſtions of Importance, till they had gone i 
the Country, and known the Sentiments 
thoſe that ſent them; as in all Caſes they ou 
to conſult their Inclinations as well as their 
tereſt, Who will ſay that the Rump, or F 
end of the Long Parliament of Forty One, | 
any Right to expel ſuch Members as they 
not like? Or to watch for their Abſence, d 
they might ſeize to themſelves, or give up 
any body elſe, the Right of thoſe from wh 
Confidence and Credulity they derived the! 
thority which they acted by? 

With Thanks to God, I own, we have 
Prince ſo ſenſible of this Right, and who o- 
his Crown ſo intirely to the Principles 
down, and I think fully proved in theſe Lette 
that it is impoſſible to ſuſpect, either from 
Inclinations, his Intereſt, or his knows Jun 
that he ſhould ever fall into any Meaſures 


deſtroy that People, who have given him 


Croi 
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>wn, and ſupported him in it with ſo much 
eroſity and Expence; or that he ſhould 
lermine, by that Means, the Ground upon 
ich he ſtands. I do therefore the leſs regard 
idle Suſpicions and Calumnies of diſaffected 
n, who would ſurmiſe, that a Deſign is yet 
Foot to continue this Parliament a Re- 
ion the moſt impudent and invidious that 
be thrown upon his Majeſty, his Miniſters, 
is two Houſes; and a Reflection that can 
e from none but profeſſed, or at leaſt from 
cealed Facobites, 
is no leſs than an Inſinuation, that our moſt 
[lent Sovereign King George has a Diſtruſt of 
faithful Subjects; that he will refuſe them 
Means of their own Preſervation, and the 
ſervation of that Conſtitution which the 
e him to preſerve ; that he will ſhut his 
s againſt their modeſt, juſt, and dutiful 
plaints; and that he apprehends Danger 
n meeting them in a New and Free-choſen 
liament. This is contrary to the Tenour 
is whole Life and Actions; who, as he has 
ived Three Crowns from their Gift, ſo he 
under all the Ties of Generoſity, Gratitude 
Duty, to cheriſh and protect them, and 
ake them always great, free, and happy. - 
is a moſt ſcandalous Calumny upon his. 
ful Servants, to ſuggeſt that any of them, 
cious of Guilt and Crimes, feared any thing 
a the moſt ſtrict and rigorous Inſpection into 
r Proceedings. Some of them have already 
d the fiery Tryal, and come off triumphant 
general Approbation. They have, beſides 
Advantage of his Majeſty's moſt gracious 
| Pardon, 
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Pardon, which they did not want, and whi 
was not paſſed for their Sakes. Who the 
fore can ſuſpect that Patriots ſo uncorrupt, 
rudent, and ſo popular, will diſhonour t 
aſter, give up the Conſtitution, ruin t 
Country, and render themſelves the Obje 
of univerſal Scorn, Deteſtation and Curſes, 
adviſing the moſt odious, dangerous, and 
ſtructive Meaſures, that ever Counſellors x 
a Prince. 
It is a moſt ungrateful Return to our illul 
ous Repreſenatives, to ſuggeſt, that Men! 
have left their domeſtick Concerns to ſ 
their Country at their own Expence, and wi 
out any perſonal Advantages, and have 
ſtowed their Labours upon the Publick fe 
much longer Time than their Principals had 
firſt a Right to expect from them; and ha 
during all that Time, been redifying 
Abuſes which have crept into our Conſtituti 
and have aſſiſted his Majelty in going thro 
two very uſeful and neceſſary Wars, and 
regulated our Tinances, and the Expence of 
Guards and Garriſons, and corrected ma 
Abuſes in the Fleer and the Civil Adminilt 
tion; and have taken effectual Vengeance 
all thoſe who. were concerned in promoti 
procuring, aiding, or aſliſting the late dread 
South-Sea Project. — I ſay, after ſo m 
Things done by them for the publick H 
nour and Proſperity, it is the baſeſt Ingn 
tude to ſurmiſe, that any of them would g 
up that Conſtitution which they were choſ 
and have taken ſo much Pains, to preſerve. 


[ 
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do indeed confeſs, if any Invaſion was to 
feared from Muſcovy, Mecklenburg, $ pain, 
vita Vecchia'; if new Provinces were to 
pbtained Abroad, new Armies to be raiſed, 
ew Fleets to be equipped upon warlike 
editions : If new Proviſion was wantin 
the Civil Liſt, and new Taxes to be — . 
ew Companies to be erected to pay off the 
blick Debts : If the Univerſities were to be 
her regulated, or any Inſpection was neceſ- 
into the Increaſe of Fees and Exactions of 
il Officers; if there was the leaſt Ground 
ſuſpe& Bribery or Corruption in a Place 
ere it ſhould not be; or if there was any 
project on Foot to baniſh tyrannical and 
iſh Principles far out of the Land: I fay, 
in ſuch a Scene of Affairs, I dare not be 
ether ſo poſitive in my Aſſertion, that we 
t to venture, and at all Events to leave to 
ance that which we are in Poſſeſſion of 
ady.— But as we are at preſent in the 
py State of Indolence and Security, at 
ce with all the World and our own Con- 
nces ;.as little more Money can be raiſed 
the People, moſt of it being already in 
nds, which, according to the Rules of good 
Icy, unite Dominion and Property ; as our 
jefactors too are generous and honourable, 
Boroughs not inſenſible or ungrateful, nor 
Counties themſelves inexorable to ſhining 
it: So it is much to be hoped, that another 
liament may be choſen equally deſerving, 
as zealous for the publick Intereſt; or at 
rſt, there are honeſt and tried Meaſures at 
d, which will undoubtedly make _ — 
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And I offer this as a concluſive, and TI : think 
moſt convincing Argument, that the Kingd 
will be obliged with a new Election. 


J am, &c, 
28 


— 


— 


SIR. 


1 Have ſhewn in a late Paper, wherein « 
ſiſts the Difference between Free and Ar 
trary Governments, as to their Frame and Ct 
ſtieution; and in this and the following, If 
ſhew their different Spirit and Effects. But f 
I will ſhew wherein Liberty it ſelf conſiſts, 

By Liberty, I underſtand the Power wh 
every Man has over his own Actions, and 
9 to enjoy the Fruits of his Labour, 
and Induſtry, as far as by it he hurts not 
Society, or any Members of it, by taking fr 
any Member, or by hindering him from enj 
ing what he himſelf enjoys. The Fruits 0 
Man's honeſt Induſtry are the juſt Rewards 
it, aſcertain'd to him by natural and eter 
Equity, as is his Title to uſe them in the Ma 
ner he thinks fit: And thus, with the ab 
Limitations, every Man is ſole Lord and Arbi 
of his own private Actions and Property 
A Character of which no Man living « 
diveſt him but by Uſurpation, or his o 
Conſent. | : 

The entring into political Society, is ſo 
from a Departure from this natural Right, th 
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preſerve it, was the ſole Reaſon why Men 

I ſo; and mutual Protection and Aſſiſtance 

he only reaſonable Purpoſe of all reaſonable 
jeties. To make ſuch Protection practica- 

, Magiſtracy was formed, with Power to 
end the Innocent from Violence, and to 
niſh thoſe that offered it; nor can there be 
y other Pretence for Magiſtracy in the World. 
order to this good End, the Magiſtrate is 
ruſted with conducting and applying the uni- 
Force of the Community; and with exact- 
ſuch a Share of every Man's Property, as 
eceſſary to preſerve the Whole, and to de- 

d every Man and his Property from foreign 

| domeſtick Injuries. "Theſe are Boundaries 
he Power of the Magiſtrate, who deſerts his 
ction whenever he breaks them. By the 
ws of Society, he is more limited and re- 
ined than any Man amongſt them; ſince, 
ile they are abſolutely free in all their 
ions, which purely concern themſelves; all 
Actions, as a publick Perſon, being for the 

e of the Society, muſt refer to it, and 
er the Ends of it. | 

t is a miſtaken Notion in Government, that 
Intereſt of the Majority is only to be con» - 
d, ſince in Society every Man has a Right 
very Man's Afliſtance in the Enjoyment ard 
ence of his private Property; otherwiſe the 
ater Number may ſell the leſſer, divide 

r Eſtates amongſt themſelves; af fo, in- 
d of a Society, where all peaceable Men 
protected, become a Conſpiracy of the 
ny againſt the Minority : With as much 
ity may one Man wantonly diſpoſe of all, 
OL. II. D and 
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and Violence may be ſanQified by mer 


Power. | # 
And it is as fooliſh to ſay, that Govern. 
ment is concern'd to -meddle with the privat 
Thoughts and Actions of Men, while they 
injure by neither the Society, or any of ii 
33 Every Man is, in Nature and Rex 
ſon, the Judge and Diſpoſer of his own do 
meſtick Affairs; and, according to the Rula 
of Religion and Equity, every Man muſt car 
his own Conſcience. So that neither has the 
Magiſtrate a Right to direct the private Be 
haviour of Men; nor has the Magiſtrate, or any 
Body elſe, any manner of Power to mode 
People's Speculations, no more. than thei 
Dreams. Government ＋ intended to pn 
tect Men from the Injuries of one another, an 
not to direct them in their own Affairs, 
which no one is intereſted but themſelves ; iti 
plain, that their Thoughts and domeſtick Cot 
cerns are exempted intirely from its Jurifdid 
on: In truth, Mens Thoughts are not ſubjed 

to their own Juriſdiction. . 
Idiots and Lunaticks indeed, who cann 
take Care of themſelves, muſt be taken Ca 
of by others: But whilſt Men have their fn 
Senſ's, I cannot ſee what the Magiſtrate has 
do with Actions by which the Society cannt 
be affected; and where he does meddle wil 
ſuch, he does it impertinently or tyrannicall 
Muſt the Magiſtrate tye up every Man's Leg 
becauſe ſome Men fall into Ditches? Or, mu 
he put out their Eyes, becauſe with them the 
ſee lying Vanities? Or, would it become ti 
Wiſdom and Care of Governors to —ç— 
travellin 
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avelling Society, to prevent * On by a pro- 
er Confinement from throwing themſelves in- 
>» Wells, or over Precipices? Or to endow a 
raternity of Phyſicians and Surgeons all over 
ze Nation, to take Care of their Subjects 
lealth, without being conſulted; and to vomit, 
eed, purge, and ſcarify them at Pleaſure, 
hether they would or no, juſt as theſe 
abliſhed Judges of Health ſhould think fir ? 
this were the Caſe, what a Stir and Hubbub 
ould we ſoon ſee kept about the eſtabliſhed 
tions and Lancets; every Man, Woman, 
d Child, tho? ever ſo healthy, muſt be a Pa- 
ent, or woe be to them! The beſt Diet and 
Jedicines would ſoon grow pernicious from any 
er Hand; and their Pills alone, however 
diculous, inſufficient, or diſtaſteful, would be 
tended with a Bleſling. N 
Let People alone, and they will take care of 
emſelves, and do it beſt; and if they do not, 
ſufficient Puniſhment will follow their Ne- 
ct. without the Magiſtrate's Interpoſition 
d Penalties. It is plain that ſuch buſy Care 
d officious Intruſion into the perſonal Affairs, 
private Actions, Thoughts, and Imagina- 
ns of Men, has in it more Craft than Kind- 
ſs; and is only a Device to miſlead People, 
d pick their Pockets, under the falſe Pretence 
the publick and their private Good. To 
arrel with any Man for his Opinions, Hu- 
purs, or the Faſhion of his Cloths, is an Of- 
ce taken without being given. What is it 
the Magiſtrate how I waſh my Hands, or 
my Corns, what Faſhion or Colours I 
ar, or what Notions I entertain, or what 
f D 2 Geſtures 
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Geſtures I uſe, or what Words I pronounc 
when they pleaſe me, and do him and m 
Neighbour no hurt? As well may he deter 
mine the Colour of my Hair, and controul r 
Shape and Features. | 
True and impartial Liberty is therefore thy 
Right of every Man to purſue the natur 
reaſonable, and religious Dictates of his oy 
Mind; to think what he will, and act as b 
- thinks, provided he acts not to the Prejudice 
another; to ſpend his own Money himſel 
and lay out the Produce of his Labour hi 
own Way; and td labour for his own Pleaſun 
and Profit, and not for others who are idle 
and would hve and riot by pillaging and o 
amp bags and thoſe that are like him. 
So that Civil Government is only a parti 
Reſtraiat put by the Laws of Agreement a 
Society upon natural and abſolute Liber 
which might otherwiſe grow licentious : / 
Tyranny is an unlimited Reſtraint put up 
natural Liberty, by the Will of one or a fe 
Magiſtracy, amongſt a free People, is the Exe 
ciſe of Power for the ſake of the People; 
yrants abuſe the People, for the fake « 
ower. Free Government is the protecting i 
People in their Liberties by ſtated Rules; I. 
ranny is a brutiſh Struggle for unlimited L 
hoy to one or a few, who would rob all oth 
af their Liberty, and act by no Rule but lay 
leſs Luſt. | 1 : 
So much for an Idea of Civil Liberty. 
will now add a Word' or two, to ſhew ho 
much it-is the Delight and Paſſion of Mankind 
and then ſhew its Advantages. | 


* 
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The Love of Liberty is an Appetite ſo ſtrong- 
7 implanted in the Nature 2 all living Crea- 
res, that even the Appetite of Self. preſerva- 
on, which is allowed to be the ſtrongeſt, ſeems 
be contained in it; ſince by the Means of 
iberty, they enjoy the Means of preſerving 
zemſelves, and of ſatisfying their Deſires in 
e Manner which they themſelves chuſe and 
e belt, Many Animals can never be tamed, 
t feel the Bitterneſs of Reſtraint in the midſt 
the kindeſt Uſage ; and rather than bear it, 
ieve or ſtarve themſelves to Death; and ſome 
at out their Brains againſt their Priſons. _ 
Where Liberty is loſt, Life grows precarious, 
ways miſerable, and often intolerable. . Li- 
rty is to live upon one's own Terms; 
avery is to live at the meer Mercy of ano- 
er; and a Life of Slavery is to thoſe who 
n bear it, a continual State of Uncertainty 
pd Wretchedneſs, often an Apprehenſion of 
iolence, and often the lingring Dread of a 
olent Death: But by ethers, when no other 
medy is to be had, Death is reckoned a good 
de. And thus to many Men, and to many 
her Creatures as well as Men, the Love of 
berty is beyond the Love of Life. * 
This Paſſion for Liberty in Men, and their 
pſſeſſion of it, is of that Efficacy and Impor- 
ce, that it ſeems the Parent of all the Vir- 
es: And therefore, in free Countries there 
ems to be another Species of Mankind, than 
to be found under Tyrants. Small Armies 
ein Greeks and Romans deſpiſed the greateſt Hoſts: 
Slaves; and a Million of Slaves have been 
etimes beaten and conquered. by a few 

D 3, Thou- 


Fcourteen Thouſand, 
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Thouſand Freemen. Inſomuch, that the Di 
ference ſeem'd greater between them than he 
tween Men and Sheep. It was therefore we 
faid by Lucullus, when, being about to engag 
the, great King Tigranes's Army, he was told! 
ſome of his Officers, how prodigious great t 
ſame was, conſiſting of between three and fo 
Hundred Thouſand Men : No matter, faid t 
brave Roman, N up his little Army ( 
ut Fourteen Thoufa 
Romans: Ne matter; The Lion never enquires in 
the Number ef the Sheep. And theſe Royal Troq 
proved no better; for the Remans had little c 
to do but to kill and purſue ; which yet t 
could fcarce do for laughing ; fo much mo 
were they diverted than animated by the n 
culous Dread and ſudden Flight of theſe Im 
rial Slaves and Royal Cowards. 
Mien eternally cowed and oppreſſed by havg 
ty and inſolent Governors, made bate the: 
ſelyes by the Baſeneſs of that fort of Gove 
ment, and become Slaves by ruling over Slavt 
want Spirit and Souls to meet in the Fig 
Freemen, who ſcorn Oppreſſors and are th: 
own Governors, or at leaſt meaſyre and dirt 
the Power of their Governors. 
Education alters Nature, and becomes ſtrc 
ger. Slavery, while it continues, being a pt 
_petual Awe upon the Spirits, deprefles the 
and ſinks natural Courage; and Want 
Fear, the Concomitants of Bondage, alwi 
produce Deſpondency and Baſeneſs : Nor v 
Men in Bonds ever fight bravely, but to 
free. And indeed, what elſe ſhould they hg 
for; ſince every Victory they gain for a T 
no 
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ant, makes them poorer and fewer; and, in- 
reaſing his Pride, increaſes his Cruelty, and 
heir own Miſery and Chains? | 
Thoſe, who from Terror and Delufion, the 
requent Cauſes and certain Effects of Servi- 
ude, come to think their Governors greater 
han Men, as they find them worfe, will be as 
pt to think themſelves leſs: And when the 
cad and the Heart are thus both gone, the 
ands will ſignify, little: They who are 
ſed like Beaſts, will be apt to degenerate imo 
geaſts. But thoſe, on the contrary, who by 
he Freedom ot tneir Government and Educa- 
jon, are taught and accuſtomed to think freely 
pf Men and Things, find, by comparing. one 
{an with another, that all Men are naturally 
like; and th.t their Governors, as they have 
he ſame Face, Conſtitution, and Shape with 
hemſelves, and are ſubject to the fame Sick- 
efs, Accidents, and Death with the meaneſt 
f their People; ſo they poſſeſs the ſame Paſt 
ons and Faculties of the Mind which their 
ubjects poſſeſs, and not better. They there- 
re {corn to degrade and proſtrate themſelves, 
> adore thofe of their own Species, however 
overed with Titles, and diſguiſed by Power: 
ey conſider them as their own Creatures; 
nd, as far as they ſurmount themſelves, the 
ork of their own Hands, and only the chief 
ervants of the State, who have no more Power 
> do Evil than one of themſelves, and are 
oid of every Privilege and Superiority, but to 
erve them and the State. They know it is a 
ontradiction in Religion and Reaſon, for any 
lan to have a Right do Exil; and that not 
+ \..j - WM 
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to reſiſt any Man's Wickedneſs, is to encoury 
it ; and that they have the leaſt Reaſon to he 
Evil, and Oppreſſion from their Governo 
who of all Men are the moſt obliged to 
them good. They therefore deteſt Slave 
and deſpiſe or pity Slaves; and adoring Libe 
alone, as they who fee its Beauty and feel 
Advantages always will, *tis no wonder th 
are brave for it. 2 

Indeed, Liberty is the divine Source of 
humane Happineſs. To poſſeſs, in Securi 
the Effects of our Induſtry, is the moſt nay 
ful and reafonable Incitement to be induſtrio 
And to be able to provide for, our Childre 
and leave them. all that we have, is the b 
Motive to beget them. But where Property 
precarious, Labour will languiſh. The Þh 
vileges of thinking, faying, and doing wh 
we pleaſe, and of growing as rich as we ct 
without any other Reſtriction, than that by 
this we hurt not the Publick, nor one anoth 
are the glorious Privileges of Liberty; 
— to live in Freedom, Plenty, 

afety. . 

Theſe are Privileges that increaſe Mank. 
and the Happineſs of Mankind. And the 
fore Countries are generally peopled in Prop 
tion as they are free, and are certainly hap 
in that Proportion: And upon the ſame Tn 
of Land that would maintain a Hundred Th 
fand Freemen in Plenty, Five Thouſand Sla 
would ſtarve. In ah, fertile Italy, Men d 
ſometimes. of Hunger amongſt the Sheant 
and in a plentiful Harveſt; for what they 
and reap 1s none of their own; and tkeir 
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d greedy Governors, who live by the Labour 
their wretched Vaſfals, do not ſuffer them 
eat the Bread of their own Earning, nor to 
ain their Lives with their own Hands. 
Liberty naturally draws new People to it, as 
ell as encreaſes the old Stock ; and Men as 
turally run when they dare from Slavery and 
retchedneſs,, whitherſoever they can help 
emſelves. Hence great Cities loſing their 
berty become Defarts, and little Towns b 
berty grow great Cities; as will be fully 
oved before I have gone through this Arga- 
ent. J will not deny, but that there are 
e great Cities of Slaves: But ſuch are only 
perial-Cities, and the Seats of great Princes, 
o draw the Wealth of a Continent to their 
apital, the Center of their Treaſure and: 
xury. Babylon, Antioch, Seleucia, and Alex- 
dria, were great Cities peopled by Fyrants, 
t peopled partly by Force, partly by the 
ove Reaſon, and partly by Grants and In- 
lgences: Their Power, great and boundleſs: 
it was, could not alone people their Cities; 
t they were forced to ſoften Authority by 
ndneſs ; and having brought the Inhabitants: 
gether by Force, and by driving them Capt ĩde 
e Cattle, covld not keep them together with- 
t beſtowing on them many Privileges, to en- 
urage the firſt Inhabitants. to ſtay, and to in- 
e more to come. | | 
This. was a Confeſſion» in thoſe Tyrants,. 
at their Power was miſchievous and unjuſt ; 
ce they could not erect one. great City, and 
Ake it flouriſh, without renouncing in a great 
alure their Power over it; which by grans- 
ing! 
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ing it theſe Privileges, in Effect they did. Th 
Privileges were fix d Laws, by which the Tu 
and Induſtry of the Citizens was encourag 
and their Lives and Properties aſcertained 
protected, and no longer ſubjected to do 
of mere Will and Pleafure : And 
while theſe free' Cities, enjoying their own 
berties and Laws, flouriſhed under them; 
| Provinces were miſerably haraſſed, pillag 
- diſpeopled, and impoveriſhed, and the In 
birants exhauſted, ſtarved, butchered, ande 
ried away Captive. 

This ſhews that all Civil Happineſs 
Proſperity is inſeparable from Liberty; 
that Tyranny cannot make Men, or Socie 


of Men, happy, without departing from lt 
Nature, and giving them Privileges inconſiii d 
with Tyranny. And here is an unanfwer:a#n 
Argument amongſt a Thouſand others, apc 
abſolute Power in a ſingle Man, Nor is ert 


one Way in the World to give Happineſ; 
Communities, but by fheltering them u 
eertain and exprefs Laws, irrevocable at 
Man's Pleafure. 
There is not, nor can be, any Security f. 
People ro truſt to the mere Will of One, 
while his Will is his Law, cannot protect th 
it he would. The Number of Sycophants 
wicked Counſellors, that he will always 
neceſſarily have about him, will defeat al 
good Intentions, by reprefenting Things fa 
and Perſons malicioutly ; by ſuggeſt ing Da 
where ir is not, and urging Neceſſity w 
there is none : by filling their own Coffers 
der Colour of filling his, and by raiſing Ma 
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vr themſelves, pretending the publick Exigen- 
es of the State; by ſacrificing particular Men 
their own Revenge, under Pretence of publick 
curity ; and by engaging him and his Peo- 
e in dangerous and deſtructive Wars, for 
eir own Profit or Fame; by throwing pub- 
K Affairs into perpetual Confufion, to pre- 
nt an Enquiry into their own Behaviour; and 
y making him jealous of his People, and his 
eople of him, on purpoſe to manage and miſ- 
ad both Sides. 

By all thefe, and many more wicked Arts, 
7 will be _— leading him into cruel 
oppreſſive Meaſures, deſtructive to his 
eople, and ſcandalous and dangerous to him- 
f; but entirely agreeahle to their own _ 
d Deſigns. Thus will they commit all Wick- 
ineſs by their Maſter's Authority, againſt his 
clinations, and grow rich by the People's P- 
NY, without his Knowledge; and the Royal 
uthority will be firſt a Warrant for Oppreſ- 
on, and afterwards a Protection from the 
uniſhment due to it. For, in ſhort, the Power 
Princes is often little elſe but a ſtalking 
lorſe to the Intrigues and Ambition of their 

iniſters. | "303 
But if the Diſpoſition! of ſuch a Prince be 
vil, what muſt be the forlorn Condition of 
is People, and what Door of Hope can re- 
dan for common Protection! The beſt Princes 
ave often evil Counſellors, and the Bad will 
ave no other: And in ſuch a Caſe, what 
dunds can be ſet to their Fury, and to the 
avock they will make? The Inſtruments and 
dviſers of Tyranny and Depredation 2 
hrive 


and by giving them Liberty, he gives up 
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thrive beſt and are neareſt their Ends, wh 
Depredation and 'Fyranny run higheſt : Wh 
molt is plundered from the People, their Sh 
is greateſt; we- may therefore ſuppoſe ey 
Evil will befal ſuch a People, without ſuppoſi 
_ extravagantly. No Happinefs, no Secur 
but certain Miſery, and a vile and precari 
Life, are the bleſſed Terms of ſuch a Goven 
ment— A Government, which neceſſarily 
troduces all Evils, and from the ſame Neceſſ 
neither muſt nor can redreſs any. | 
The Nature of his Education, bred up 2 
ever is in perpetual Flattery, makes him hau 
ty and ignorant; and the Nature of his G 
vernment, which ſubſiſts by brutiſh Sever 
and Oppreſſion, makes him cruel. He is 
acceſſible, but by his Miniſters, whoſe Stu 
and Intereſt will be to keep him from knowi 
or helping the State of his miſerable Peo 
Their Maſter's Knowledge in his own Aﬀea 
would break in upon their Scheme and Powe 
they are not likely to lay before him. Repreſ: 
rations of Grievances cauſed by. themſelve 
nor, if they are the Effects of his own Bart 
rity and Command, will he hear them. 
Even where abſolute Princes are not Tyran 
there Miniſters. will be Tyrants. But it is 
deed impoſſible for an Arbitrary Prince to 
orherwiſe, ſince Oppreſlion is abſolutely 1 
ceflary to his, being fo Without giving | 
People Liberty, he cannot make them happ 


own Power: So that to be and continue Ar 
trary, he is doomed to be a Tyrant in his o 
Defence. The Oppreſlion of the People, C 

-rupti 
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ption, wicked Counſels, and pernicious 
axims in the Court, and every w Baſe- 
eſs, Ignorance, and Chains, muſt ſupport 
yranny, or it cannot be ſupported. So that 
ſuch Governments there are inevitable Grie- 
nces, without poſſible Redreſs; Miſery, with- 
t Mitigation or Remedy; and whatever is 
ood for the People, is bad for their Gover- 
ors; and what is good for the Governors, is 
ernicious to the People. 
F am, &. 


SIR, 


Go on. with my Conſiderations upon Liber. 
ty, to ſhew that all Civil Virtue and Hap- 
ineſs, and every moral Excellency, all Polite- 
fs and all. good Arts and Sciences, are pro- 
ced by Liberty; and that all Wickedneſs, 
afeneſs, and Miſery, are immediately and ne- 
flarily produced by Tyranny ; which being 
dunded upon the Deſtruction of every thin 
at is mals, defirable, and noble, m 
bſiſt upon. Means ſuitable to its Nature, and 
main in —— to all Goodneis 
d even human Bleſſing. 


By the Eſtabliſhment of Liberty, a due Di- 


g 

ppi ribution of. Property and: an equal: Diſtribu- 
pon of Juſtice is eſtabliſhed and ſecured. As 
A 2pine is the Child of Oppretiion, Juſtice is 


c Offspring of Liberty, and. her Hand-maid.; 
is the Guardian of Innocence, and. the Tes 
X ror 
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| ror of Vice: And when Fame, Honour, a 
'£O - Advantages are the Rewards of Virtue, ſhe 1 
be courted for the Dower ſhe brings; oth 
wile, like Beauty without Wealth, may 
praiĩſed, but more probably will be- calum 
ated, envied, and very often perſecuted ; vi 
Vice, when it is gainful, like rich Deform 
and proſperous Folly, will be admired 
purſued. Where Virtue is all her own Rew: 
the will be ſeldom thought any; and few 
buy that for a great Price, which will ſell k 
| | none. So that Virtue, to be followed, muſt] 
- endowed, and her Credit is beſt ſecured by 
- Intereſt ; that is, ſhe muſt be ſtrengthened al 
recommended by the publick Laws, and « 
belliſhed by publick Encouragements, or « 
ſhe will be {lighted and ſhun'd. 
Now the Laws which encourage and ener 
Virtue, are the fix'd Laws of general and i 
partial Liberty; Laws, which being the R 
of every Man's Actions, and the Meaſure 
every Man's Power, make Honeſty and Equ 
their Intereſt, Where Liberty is throug 
eſtabliſh'd, and its Laws equally executed, eve 
Man will find his Account in doing as he wo 
be done unto, and no Man will take from a 
ther what he would not part with himſel 
Honour and Advantage will follow the Uprigl 
and Puniſhment overtake the Oppreſſor. 
-Property of the Poor will be as ſacred as 
Privileges of the Prince, and the Law willl 
the only Bulwark of both. Every Man's 
neſt Induſtry and uſeful Talents, while th 
are employ'd for the Publick, will be emplo 
for himſelf ; and while he ſerves himſelf, 


: 


— 
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ill ſerve the Publick : Publick and private In- 
reſt will ſecure each other; and all will chear- 
ly give a Part to preſerve the Whole, and 
> brave to defend it. | | 

Theſe certain Laws therefore are the only 
ertain Beginnings and Cauſes of Honeſty and 
irtve amongſt Men. There may be other 
otives, I own ; but ſuch as only ſway parti- 
lar Men, few enough, God knows : And 
iverſal Experience has ſhewn us, that they 
e not generally prevailing, and never to be 
epended upon. Now theſe Laws are to be 
oduced by Liberty alone, and only by ſuch 
avs can Liberty be fecured and increaſed : 
nd to make Laws certainly good, they muſt 
> made by mutual Agreement, and have fer 
eir End the general Intereſt. | 
But Tyranny muſt ſtand upon Force ; and 
e Laws of "Tyranny being only the fickle 
ill and unſteady Appetite of one Man, which 
ay vary every Hour; there ean be no ſettled 
1 of Right or Wrong in the variable Hu- 


ours and fudden Paſſions of a Tyrant, who, 
iough he may ſometimes puniſh Crimes more 
out of Rage than Fuſtice, wilt be much more 


kely to perſecute and oppreſs Innocence, and 
d deſtroy Thouſands cruelly, for one that he 
rotects juſtly. There are Inſtances of Princes, 
ho, being out of Humour with a Favourite, 
ave put to Death all that ſpoke well of him, 
d afterwards all that did not: Of Princes, 
ho put ſome of their Miniſters to Death, for 
ling one or two of his Barbers and Buftoons 
I; and others, for uſing a whole Country 
ell : Of Princes, who have deſtroyed a whole 
People 
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ided by a Child, or a Dotard, or a fooliſh 


oman, or a favourite Buffoon, or a Game- 
r, or whoever is uppermoſt for the Day; 
{ the next Day ſhall alter entirely the Yeſter- 
y's Scheme, tho? not for the better; and the 
e Men, in different Humours, ſhall be the 
ithors of both. Thus in Arbitrary Coun- 
s, a Law aged Two Days is an old Law; 
d no Law is ſuffered to be a landing Law, 
t ſuch as are found by long Experience to be 
rery bad, and fo throughly deſtructive, that 
man Malice, and all the Arts of a Tyrant's 
burt cannot make them worſe — A Court 
ich never ceaſeth to ſqueeze, kill, and op- 
fs, till it has wound up human Miſery fo 
ph, that it will go no further. This is fo 
ich Fact, that I appeal to all Hiſtory and 
avels, and to thoſe bar read them, whether 
Arbitrary Countries, both in Europe and ont 
it, the People do not grow thinner, and their 
ſery greater; and whether Countries are not 
ppled and rich in Proportion to the Liberty 
y enjoy and allow, | 
It has been long my Opinion, and is more 
d more fo, that in {laviſh Countries the Peo- 
mult either throw off their cruel and de- 
dying Government, and fet up another in 
Room, or in ſome Ages the Race of Man- 
d there will be extinct. Indeed, if it had 
| been for free States, that have repaired and 
vented in many Places the Miſchiefs done 
Tyrants, the Earth had been long ſince a 
art, as the fineſt Countries in it are at this 
by that Means. The Gardens of the 
p orld, the fruitful and lovely Countries = the 
ower 
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' People, Politenefs, and Plenty, are now g 
_ ouſly peopled with Owls and Graſhopy 
with Inhabitants not more valuable, and 
happy; a few dirty Huts of Slaves groan 
ſtarving, and periſhing under the fatherly 


Orthodox Standard. 


And as theſe Laws are evil, all ſorts © 
muſt concur to ſupport them. While the! 


. plundered : They will know that no 
. ought to be the Director of the Affairs of 
without their Conſent ; that no Conſent 


and Minds, and that the Laws of Natur 
ciety, and becoming ſubject to G.overnmen 


| Inſtances, to be protected in the Enjoyme 
it in others. 


in Truth, all thoſe Princes that have ſuch! 


lower Aſia, filled formerly by Liberty 


and perhaps here and there, at vaſt Diſta 


tection of the Sultan, a Prince of the | 


The Laws therefore of Tyrants are 
Laws, but wild Acts of Will, counſelle 
Rage or Folly, and executed by Dro 


ple have common Senſe left, they will « 
fee whether they are juſtly governed and 
or ill uſed ; whether they are protecte 


give him unlimited Power over their B 


never be entirely abrogated by poſitive 
but that, on the contrary, the entring into 


only the parting with natural Liberty in 


So that for any Man to have Arbitrary h 
er, he muſt have it without Content ; or 


is unadviſedly given at firſt, they who gal 
ſoon repent _— they find its Effects, | 


er, do, by keeping up great Armies in 
of Peace, effectually confeſs that they 
| Will 


out Conſent, and dread their People, whofe 
ct Enemies they undoubtedly are. An Ar- 
p ary Prince therefore muſt preſerve and exe- 
u bis Power by Force and Terror ; which 
nd will not do, without calling in the Auxi- 


y Aids and ſtrict Allies of Tyranny, Im- 
ture, and conſtant Oppreſſion. Let his 
ple be ever ſo low and miſerable, if the 
not alſo blind, he is not fafe. He mu 
e eſtabliſhed Deceivers to miſlead. them with 
s, and terrify them with the Wrath of God, 
afe they ſtir Hand or Foot, or ſo much as 
hought, to mend their doleful Condition : 
if the good God was the Sandifer of all 
lainy, and the Patron of the worſt of all 
lains ! And he muſt have a Band of ſtand- 
Cut throats to murder all Men who would 
ilegiouſly defend their own. And both his 
throats and his Deceivers muſt go Shares 
h him in his Tyranny. 

en will naturally ſee their Intereſt, and feel 
ir Condition ; and will quickly find that 
Sword, the Rack, and the Spunge, are not 
vernment, but the Height of Cruelty and 
bbery; and will never ſubmit to them, but 
the united Powers of Violence and Delu- 
i : Their Bodies muſt be chained, and their 
nds enchanted and deceived, and the Sword 
ſt be kept conſtantly over their Heads, and. 
ir Spirits kept low with Poverty, before they 
be brought to be uſed at the wanton and 
tiſh Pleaſure of the moſt dignified and lofty 
preſſor. So that God muſt be belied, and 
Creatures muſt be fettered, frightened, de- 
ed, and ſtarved, and Mankind made pry 

| auc 


{t! 
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and undone, that one of the worſt of them} 
live riotouſly and ſafely amongſt his Wh 


Butchers, and Buffoons. r 
Men, therefore, muſt ceaſe to be Men, 
in Stupidity and Tameneſs grow Cattle, be 
they can become quiet Subjects to ſuch al 
vernment; Which is a Complication of all 
Villainies, Falſhood, Oppreſſion, Cruelty, 
Depredation, upon the Face of the Earth : 
can there be a more provoking, . impuc 
ſhocking, and blafphemqus Pofition, tha 
aſſert all this Groupe of Horrors, or the Au 
of them, is of God's Appointment. 


If ſuch Kings are by God appointed, 
Satan may be the Lord's Anointed, 


And whoever ſcatters ſuch a Doctrine oi 
by all the Laws of God, Reafon, and Sell] 
ſervation, to be put to Death as a general Po 
er, and an Advocate for publick Deſtructic 

All Men own, that it is the Duty of a Pf 
to protect his People: And ſome have | 
that it is their Duty to obey him, whe 
Butchers them -— An admirable Conſequ 
and full of ſweet Conſolation ! His whole 
ſineſs and Office is to defend them, and t 
them good; therefore, they are bound tt 
him deſtroy them Was ever ſuch | 
dence in an enlighten'd Country? It is peri 
ly agreeable to the Doctrines and Follow: 
Niahomet: But ſhall Engliſhmen, who n 
their own Laws, be told, that they have 
Right to the common Air, and to the Life 
Fortune which God has given them; but 
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Permiſſion of an Officer of their own mak- 
who is what he is only for their Sakes and 
rity, and has no more Right to theſe 
ings, nor to do Evil, than one of chem- 
s? And ſhall we be told this by Men, who 
eternally the firſt to violate their -own 
trines ? Or ſhall they after this have the 
it to teach us any Doctrine, or to recom- 
d to us any one Virtue, when they have 
given up all Virtue and Truth, and m_ | 
ing that Life affords? For there is no Evil, 
ry, and Wickedneſs, which Arbitrary Mo- 
ics do not produce, and muſt produce; 
do they, or can they produce any certain, 
al or diffuſive Good, - Sr 
ave ſhewn, in my laſt, that-an Arbitrary 
e cannot protect his People if he would; 
| add here, that he dares not, It would 
ſt the Inſtruments of his Power, and the 
rs in his Oppreſhon, who will conſider 
Property of the People as the Perquiſite of 
Office, and claim a Privilege of being 
Tyrants, for making him a great one: So 
very Kindneſs to his Subjects will be a 
vance to his Servants, and he muſt af-. 
and exerciſe his Tyranny to the Height 
heir Sakes, or they will do it for him. 
the Inſtances are rare, if any, of any 
lute Monarchs protecting in earneſt his 
le againſt the Depredations of his Miniſters 
Soldiers, but it has coſt him his Life ; 
ay be ſhewn by many Examples in the 
n _—y : For this the Emperor Pertinax 
murder'd, and fo was Galba, | 


Machiavel 
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_ Machiavel has told us, that it is impoſſ 
for ſuch a Prince to pleaſe both the People 
his Soldiers: The one will not be ſatisſied v 
out Protection, nor the other without Rap 
To comply with the People, he muſt give 
his Power; and to comply with his Soldy 
he muſt give up his People. So that toc 
tinue what he is, and to preſerve himſelf 
the Violence of his Followers, he mult c- 
tenance all their Villainies and Oppreſſion, 
be himſelf no more than an Imperial Thi 
the Head- of a Band of Thieves ; for wi 
Character he is generally well qualified by 
baſe and cruel Maxims of that fort of Pai 
and by the vile Education always given to 
a Prince, by the worſt and moſt infamous d 
Men, their ſupple and lying Sycophants. 
Even the Chriſtian Religion can do but! 
or no Good in Lands of Tyranny, fince 
racles have ceaſed ; but is made to do init 
Harm, by being corrupted and perverted 
a deadly Engine in the Hands of a Tyrant 
his Impoſtors, to rivet his Subje&s Chi 
and to confirm them thorough Wretches, Sl: 
and Ignorants I cannot indeed ſay, thatt 
have the Chriſtian Religion at all amo 
them, but only uſe its amiable Name to c 
tenance abominable Falſhoods, and None 
and heavy Oppreſſion; and to defend fu 
and implacable Bigotry, which is the di 
Characteriſtick and Spirit of Mabometa 
and 72 the very Genius and firſt Pr 
ples of Chriſtianity. All this will be fun 
ſhewn hereafrer. I ſhall conclude with ol 
ving, that Arbitrary Monarchy is a conl 
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upon Heaven and Earth, and againſt the 
as well as Bodies and Properties of 


Iam, &Cc, 


— 
* 
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ave in former Letters began to ſhew, by an 
duction of Particulars, and ſhall hereafter | 
fully ſhew, that Population, Riches, true 
ion, Virtue, Magnanimity, Arts, Sciences 
Learning, are the neceſſary Effects, and 

uctions of Liberty; and thall Ipend this 
r, in proving that an extenſive Trade, Na- 
ion, and Naval Power, entirely flow from 
ame Source: In this Caſe, if natural Ad- 
ages and Encouragements are wanting, Art, 
nce, and Violence, are laſt and thrown - 
Nothing is more certain than that 

le cannot be forced; ſhe is a coy and hu- 

dus Dame, who muſt be won by Flattery 


er; ſhe is not confined to Nations, Sects, 


limates, but travels and wanders about the 
h, till ſhe fixes her Reſidence where ſhe . 


the beſt Welcome and kindeſt Reception; . 
ontexture is ſo nice and delicate, that ſhe 
ot breathe in a tyrannical Air; Will and 
ure are ſo oppoſite to her Nature, that but 

her with — and ſhe dies: But if 
give her gentle and kind Entertainment, 
s a gratctul and beneficent Miſtreſs; wy 

| Wi 


Allurements, and always flies Force and 
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roes, Blockheads into Philoſophers, will cha 


Nature of an Arbitrary Government, that 


he do, in ſuch Company ? If he pities the P. 


A% at” 
. 


— e 


will turo Deſarts into fruitful Fields, Vil 
into gteat Cities, Cotages into Palaces, | 
gars into Princes, convert Cowards into 


the Coverings of little Worms into the rich 
Brocades, the Fleeces of harmleſs Sheep i 
the Pride and Ornaments of Kings, and b. 
farther Metamorphoſis will tranſmute them 
gain into armed Hoſts and . leets, 

Now it is abſolutely impoſſible, fram 


ſhould enjoy Security and Protection, or ind 
be free from Violence, under it. There is 
one Man in a Thouſand that has the Endo 
ments and Abilities neceſſary to govern a St 
and much fewer yet that have juſt Notions h 
to make Trade and Commerce uſeful and 
vantageous to it; and amongſt theſe, tis rare 
find one who will forgo. all perſonal Ad; 


tages, and devote himſelf and his Laba 
wholly to his Country's Intereſt : But if ſuc - 
a 


Pheenix ſhould ariſe in any Country, he 
find it hard to get Acceſs to an Arbitrary Cot 
and much harder yet to grapple with and | 
the reigning Corruptions in it, where Vin 
has nothing to do, and Vice rides triumph: 
where Bribery, ſervile Flattery, blind Subn 
ſion, riotous Expence, and very often Luſt a 
unnatural Proſtitutions, are the Ladders 


. Greatneſs ; which will certainly be ſuppo bt. 


by the ſame Methods by which it is obtainet 
What has a virtuous Man to do, or what © 


ple's Calamities, he ſhall be called Seditio 
if he recommends any Publick Good, be f 
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called Preaching Fool; if he ſhould live 
zerly and virtuouſly himſelf, they will think 
fit only to be ſent to a Cloyſter ; if he does 
t flatter the Prince and his Superiors, he will 
thought to envy their Proſperity ; if he pre- 
es to adviſe his Prince to you his true 
tereſt, he will be eſteemed a formidable Ene- 
to the whole Court, who will unire to de- 
oy him : In fine, his Virtues will be Crimes, 
proaches, and of dangerous Conſequence to 
pſe who have none. As Jayls pick up all the 
le pilfering Rogues of a Country, fo ſuch 
hurts engroſs all the great Ones; who have 
Buſineſs there but to grow rich, and to riot 
on the publick Calamities, ro uſe all the 
22ns of Oppreſſion and Rapine, to make 
y Fortunes before the Bow-ſtring over- 
es them, or a ſudden Favourite ſupplants 
1 | 
Now what Encouragement or Security can 
ade and Induſtry receive from ſuch a Crew 
Banditti? No Privileges and Immunities, 
even Protection, can be obtained but for 
ney, and are always granted to thoſe who 
e moſt ; and theſe again ſhall be curtailed, 
red, abrogated, and cancelled, upon the 
nge of a Miniſter, or of his Inclinations, 
reſt, and Caprices: Monopolies, excluſive 
panies, Liberties of Pre-emption, Sc. ſhall 
obtained for Bribes or Favour, or in Truſt 
great Men, or vile and worthleſs Women. 
e Merchants ſhall be openly encouraged 
protected, and get Exemptions frum 
rches and Duties, or ſhall be connived at in 
ping them; others ſhall be burthened, 
OL. II. E oppreſled, 
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oppreſſed, manacled, ſtopt, and delayed, 
extort Preſents, to wreak Revenge, or to g 
Preference of Markets to Favourites. Gow 
nors of Port Towns, or of Colonies, who ha 
purchaſed their Employments at Court, 
be indulged and countenanced in making! 
priſals upon the Traders, and to enable the 
to ſatisfy the yearly Preſents due to. Minion 
Admirals and Commanders of Men of W 
ſhall preſs their Sailors, or be paid for nott 
ing it, and Military Officers and Soldiers þ 
moleſt and interrupt them in the Courſe of th 
Commerce and honeſt Induſtry. . 

Nor ſhall it be in the Power of the moſt 
gilant, active, and virtuous Prince to pren 
theſe and a Thouſand other daily Opprellia 
he muſt ſee with his Miniſters Eyes, and h 
with their Ears ; nor can there be any Aa 


to him but by their Means, and by r 
Leave: Conſtant Spies ſhall watch and obſ es 
the firſt Intentions, or leaſt Approaches io 
Complaint ; and the Perſon injured {hall ehe 


threatned, way. laid, impriſoned, and pert 
murdered ; but if he eſcapes all their Treu 
ries, and can get to the Ear of his Prince, 
great odds but he will be treated and punil 
as a Calumniator, a falſe Accuſer, and a 
tious Diſturber of his Majeſty's Governme 
No Witneſs will dare to appear for him, 
many falſe ones will be ſuborned againſt þ 
and the whole Poſſe of Miniſters, Officers 
vourites, Paraſites, Pathicks, Strumpets, | 
foons, Fidlers, and Pimps, will conſpire toi 
him, as a common Enemy to their com 
Intereſts. 
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But if all theſe Milchiefs could be avoided, 


e Neceſſities of ſuch a Prince, ariſing 
e Profuſjon and vaſt Expence of his Court, 
om his fooliſh Wars, and the Depredations, 
bezzlements, and various Thefts of his 
iniſters and Servants, will be always calling 
new Supplies, for new Extortions, which 
ſt be raiſed by all the Means by which they 
be raiſed: New and ſudden Impoſitions 
all be put upon Trade, new Loans be exact- 
from Merchants; Commodities of general 
> ſhall be bought up by the Prince's Order, 
| perhaps upon Truſt, and afterwards re- 
1 at extravagant Advantages : Mer- 
nts ſhall be encouraged to import their 
ods upon Promiſes of eaſy and gentle Uſage, 
| theſe Goods when imported ſhall be ſub- 
ted to exorbitant Impoſitions and Cuſtoms, 
| perhaps confiſcated upon frivolous Pre- 
es. But if theſe, and infinite other Op- 
ſions, could be prevented for ſome time, 
he Vigilance of a wiſe Prince, or the Care 
an able Miniſter, yet there can be no pro: 
le Security, or even Hopes of the Conti- 
ce of honeſt and prudent Meaſures in ſuch 
overnment; for One wiſe Prince ſo educated, 
e will be Twenty fooliſh ones, and for One 
{t Miniſter, there will be a Thouſand cor- 
ones. 
nder ſuch natural Diſadvantages, perpetual 
ertainties, or rather certain Oppreſſions, 
en will embark large Stocks and extenſive 
nts for Buſineſs, breed up their Children to 
arious Employments, build Forts or plant 
pnies, when the W 1 of a weak Prince, 
2 or 
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or the Caprice of a corrupt Favourite, | 
| daſh at once all their Labours and their Hoy 
and therefore it is impoſſible that any T 
can ſubſGſt long in ſuch a Government, | 
what is neceſſary to ſupporr the Luxury 
Vices of a Court; and even ſuch Trade is, 
the moſt part, carricd on by the Stocks, 
for the Advantage of free Countries, and i 
own petty Merchanis are only Factors to 
others. True Merchants are Citizens of 
World, and that is their Country where t 
can live beſt and moſt ſecure; and what 
they can pick up and gather together in j 
nical Governments, they remove to free 
Tavernier inveſted all the Riches he had a 
ſed. by his long Ramble over the World in 
barren Rocks of Switzerland: And being a 
by the laſt King of France, how it came to 
that he, who had ſeen the fineſt Countrie 
the Globe, came to lay out his Fortune in 
| worſt ; he gave his haughty Majeſty this | 


Anſwer, That he was willing to have { 17 
thing which he could call his own. de 

As I think it is evident by what I have de. 
before, that Trade cannot long ſubſiſt, ¶M ern 
leſs flouriſh, in Arbitrary Governments b 
there is ſo cloſe and inſeparable a Conne ple 


between that and Naval Power, that 1 
boldly affirm, that the latter can never mm 
to any formidable Height, and continue 
in that Situation, under. ſuch a State. 
there is an extenſive Trade, great Numbe 
able bodied and courageous Sailors, Men 
to Fatigues, Hardſhips, and Hazards, 
conſequent]y Soldiers by Profeſſion, are kt 

co 
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fant Pay; not only without any Charge to 
- Publick, but greatly to its Benefit; not 
ly by daily adding to its Wealth and Power, 
by venting and employing Abroad, to their 
duntry's Honour and Safety, thoſe turbulent 
d unruly Spirits that would be Fuel for 
fions, and the Tools and Inſtruments of 
bitious or diſcontented Great Men at Home. 
heſe Men are —_— ready at their Country's 
ll, to defend the Profeſſion they live by, and 
th it the publick Happineſs: They are, and 
r muſt be, in the publick Intereſt, with 
ich their own is ſo cloſely united; for they 
ſiſt by exporting the Productions of the 
ople's Induſtry, which they conſtantly en- 
ale by ſo doing: They receive their Pay 
m the Merchants, a Sort of Men always in 
> Intereſts of Liberty, from which alone they 
receive Protection and Encouragement. 
d as this Race of Men contribute vaſtly to 
publick Security and Wealth, ſo they take 
thing from it: They are not quartered u 
down their native Country, like the Bands 
deſpotick Frinces, to 7 — their Subjects, 
errupt their Induſtry, debauch their Wives 
Daughters, inſult their Perſons, to be Ex- 
ples of Lewdneſs and Prodigality, and to- 
always ready at Hand to execute the bloody 
mmands of a Tyrant. 
lo Monarch was ever yet powerful enough 
keep as many Seamen in conſtant Pay at his 
n Expence, as ſingle Cities have been able to 
without any at all: The Pay of a Sailor, with 
Proviſion, is equal to that of a Trooper inAr- 
tary Governments; nor can they learn their 


ET Trade, 
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Trade, by taking Sea-Air for a few Summy 
Months, and wafting about the Coaſts of the 
own Country: They gain Experience an 
Boldneſs, by various and difficult Voyage 
and og conſtantly inured to Hardſhj 
and Dangers. Nor is it poſſible- for fingl 
Princes, with all their Power. and Vigilang 
to have ſuch regular Supplies of Naval Pro 
fions, as trading Countries muſt have always 
Store. There muſt be a regular and con(t 
| Intercourſe with the Nations from whom thi 
Supplies come; a certain and regular Meth 
of paying for them ; and conſtant Demand 
will produce conſtant Supplies. There are: 
ways numerous Magazines in the Hands 
private Merchants, ready for their own Uſe 
Sale, There muſt be great Numbers of Shy 
wrights, Anchor-Smiths, Rope and Sail- 
kers, and infinite other Artificers, ſure alwz 
of conſtant Employments ; and who, if the 
are oppreſſed by one Maſter, may go to an 
ther. There muſt be Numbers of Ships ul 
for Trade, that, upon Occaſions, may be «© 
loyed for Men of War, for Tranſports, k 
Fireſhips, and Tenders. Now all thefe Thing 
or ſcarce any of them, can ever be broug 
about by Arbitrary Courts; Stores will be er 
bezzled, exhauſted, and worn out before n 


ones are ſupplied ; Payments will not 


punctually made; Artificers will be diſc * 
raged, oppre ſſed, and often left without E ＋TI 
ploy : Every thing will be done at an exo 6 
tant Expence, often not done when it . 
paid for; and when Payments are made, Wc | 


greateſt Part ſhall go in Fees, or for Bribes, | 
in ſecret Truſts, q | ly 
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For thefe Reaſons, and many others, deſpo- 
ck Monarchs, though infinitely powerful at 
and, yet could never rival Neptune, and ex- 
nd their Empire over the liquid World; for 
ough great and vigorous Efforts have been 
ſten made by theſe haughty Tyrants of Man- 
ind, to ſubject that Element to their Ambi- 
on and their Power, being taught by woful 
xperience, ariſing from perpetual Loſſes and 
diſappointments, of what vaſt Importance that 
Dominion was to unlimited and univerſal Sove- 
i2nty ; yet all their Riches, Application and 
ride have never been able, in one Inſtance, 
effect it. Sometimes indeed, like a Phan- 
me, ſhe has made a faint Appearance at an 
rbitrary Court, but difappear'd again at the 
rſt Approach of the Morning Light: She is 
he Portion of free States, is married to Liber- 
7, and ever flies the foul and polluted Em- 
races of a Tyrant. | 

The little State of Arh&#5 was always able to 
mble the Pride, and put a Check to the 
owing Greatneſs of the towering Perſian Mo- 
archs, by their Naval Power; and when 
ripp'd of all their Territories by Land, and 
en their Capita! City, the Seat of their Com- 
jonwealth, yet had Strength enough left to 
anquiſh their numerous Fleets, which almott 
dvered the Sea, and to defeat an Expedition 
urried on by Armies that drank up Rivers, 
d exhauſted all the Stores of Land. 


The ſingle City of Venice has proved it felf 
d Over-match in Naval Power to the great 
toman Empire, poſſeſſed of ſo many Iſlands, 
eful Ports, environ d wich ſo many Sea Coaſts, 
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and abounding with all forts of Stores neceſſa 
to Navigation; and in the Year Fifty fix, ga 
them ſo ſignal an Overthrow at the Dardam 
as put that State in ſuch a Conſternation, ih 
they believed their Empire at an End; and \ 
thought if the Venetians had purſued beir Vi 
tory, they had driven them out of Conſtan 
nople, and even out of Europe; for the Gra 
Seignior himſelf was preparing to fly into 4 
The little Iſland of Rhodes defended itſelf | 
ſome Ages againſt the whole Power of 
Sultan, tho* encompaſſed by his Dominions 
and it was with great Difficulty, Hazard, 
Expence, that he at laſt overcame them, a 
drove the Inhabitants to Malta, where th; 
have ever ſince braved his Pride, and live 
on the Plunder of his Subjects: And notwit 
ſtanding all his numerous and expenſive Effet 
to ſhare with the Chriſtians the Dominion 
the Sea; yet there are no other Seeds or J 
ces of it left through his great and exten( 
Territories, but what are found in the | 
Pyratical States of Algiers, Tunis, and Tripu 

Neither the Sophi of Perſia, the Great My 
the many Kings who command the Banks 
the Ganges, nor all the haughty Potentates 
Aſia and Africk, are able to contend at $ 
with the Engliſh or Dutch Eaſt. India Compant 
or even to defend their Subjects againſt but 
Pyrates, with all their Population, and tif 
Mines of Gold and Diamonds. 

Spain in all her Pride, with the Wealth 
both Indies, with Dominions ſo vaſt and ext 
ſive, that the Sun riſes and ſets within rhe 


and a Sea-Line, which if extended would e 
vi 
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iron the Earth, yet was not able to diſpute 
eir Title to that Element with a few revolted 
rovinces, Who grew up through the-Courſe 
an expenſive War to that amazing Great- 
ſs, that in leſs than a Century they faw 
\emſelves, from a few Fiſher. Towns encom- 
fled with Bogs and Moraſſes, become a moſt 
rmidable State, equal to the greateſt Poten- 
tes at Sea, and to moſt at Land; to have 
eat Kings in a diſtant World ſubmit to be 
eir Vaſſals; and, in fine, to be Protectors of 
at mighty Nation from whom they revolted. 
ere is a ſtupendious Inſtance of the Effects of 
berty, which neighbouring Monarchs with 
wenty times the Territory tremble at, and 
ſſterity will hardly believe. 8 
France with all its Oeconomy, Addreſs, and 
dwer, with its utmoſt and moſt expenſive 
forts, and the Aſſiſtance of neighbouring and 
fal Kings, has not been able to eſtabliſh an 
npire upon that coy Element. She. ſaw it, 
e a Muſhroom, riſe in a Night, and wither 
ain the next Day. It's true, at immenſe Ex- 
nce and infinite Labour, got together 
ormidable Fleet, and with it got Victories, 
d took Thoufands of rival Ships; yet every 
y grew weaker as her Enemies grew ſtronger, 
could never recover a ſingle Defeat, which 
Holand would have been repaired in a few 
re Weeks than the Battle was Days in fight- 
|: So impoſſible it is for- Art to contend 
int Nature, and Slavery to difpute the Na- 
Prize with Liberty. - i 
weden and Denmark, though poſſefled of the 
val Stores of Europe, who ſubſiſt by that 
Es Commerce, 
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Commerce, and are conſtantly employed 
build Ships for their Neighbours, yet are 
able, with their united Force, to equip, u 
out, and keep upon the Sea for any conſid 
able Time, a Fleet large enough to difp 
with an Engliſh or Dutch Squadron ; ,and 10 
venture my Reputation and Skill in Politic 
by boldly aſſerting, that another vain and! 
natural Northern Apparition wilt ſoon van 
and diſappear again, like the Morning Star 
the Glimmering of the Sun, and every one 
ask, Where isi it:? | 


U 
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STIR, 10 
Have ſhewn in my laſt, that Trade Mate 
Naval Pager are produced by Liberty off by 
and ſhall fhew in This, that Military VI tel 


4 nothing elſe, as I have | 
good Meaſure ſhewn. already. 
In free Countries, as People work for th 
| ſelves, ſo they fight for themſelves : Bu 
' Arbitrary Countries, tis all one to the Peg 
in Point of Intereſt, who conquers them; . 


cannot be worſe: uſed ; and when a Ty e U 
Army is beat, his Country is conquered : Whoy 
has no Refource, his Subjects having ned « 
Arms, nor Courage, nor Reaſon to fight Wii, 
him: He has no ge: but his ſtanding Force 
who, for enabling him to oppreſs, go Share Novi, 
hisOppreſſton;; and fighting for themſelves vi 
they fight for him, do ſometimes fight em 


| 


I 
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ut his poor People, who are oppreſſed by 
m, can have no other Concern for his Fate, 
zan to wiſh him the worſt. 

In Attacks upon a free State, every Man will 
ght to defend it, becauſe every Mar» has: 
mething to defend in it. He is in love with 
s Condition, his Eaſe, and Property, and. 
ill venture his Life rather than loſe them, be- 
uſe with them he lofes all the Bleſſings of 
ife. When theſe: Bleſſings are gone, it is: 
adneſs to think that any Man will ſpill his: 
ood: for him who took them away, ang is 
pubrlefs his Enemy, tho' he may call kimfelF 
s Prince: k is much more natural to wifts 
s Deſtruction, and help to procure it. 

For theſe Reaſons, ſmall free States have: 
nquered the greateſt Princes; and the greateſt 
inces have never been able to conquer free 
ates, but either by ſurprizing them baſely,, 
by corrupting them, or by Forces almoſt infi- 
tely ſuperior, or when they were diſtracted and: 
2aken'd by domeſtick Diviſions and T reachery. 
The Greeks thought ſcarce any Number of 
ans too great for their own ſmall Armies, 
any Army of their on too ſmall for the- 
eateſt Number of Perſians. Ageſilaus invaded; 
great Perſian Empire, the greateft then im 
> World; at the Head of no more than Ten 

ouſand Foot, and Four Thouſand Horſe,, 
d carried all before him; he defeated” the- 
jetick Forces with fo much Eaſe, that they 
rce interrupted his March; he ſubdued their” 
ovinces as faſt as he entered them, and he- 
k their Cities without ſetting down before: 
m: And had he not been recalled b his: 

| * Countrymem 


. - 
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Countrymen, to defend his own City again 
a Confederacy of other Greek Cities, mut 
more terrible Foes than the greateſt Armies 
the great King, it is very probable that th 
brave old Spartan would have ſoon robbed h 
of his Empire. I 

And not long before this, when Cyrus mul 
War upon his Brother Artaxerxes for the Cros 
Thirteen Thouſand auxiliary Greeks entertain 
by him for that End, routed the Emper 
' Army of Nine Hundred Thouſand Men, 
got the Victory for Cyrus, had he outliv'd t 
Battle to enjoy ir. And though they had n 
Joſt the Prince they fought for, and afterw: 
Clearchus their General, who with other of the 
Officers was treacherouſly murdered by 
Perſians when they had brought him to a 
ley ; tho' they were in great Streights, de 
tute of Horſes, Money, and Proviſions, | 
from Home, in the Heart of an Enemy's Co 
try, watched and diſtreſſed by a great An 
of Four Hundred Thouſand Men, who wa 
for an Occaſion to cut them off in their! 
treat, if they attempted it ; yet thefe excel: 
Soldiers, excellent by being Freemen, e- 
manded by the famous Xenophon, made gt 
that Retreat of Two Thouſand Three H 
dred Miles over the Bellies of their Enem 
through Provinces of Perfians, and in ſpight 
a vaſt Hoſt of Perfizns, who coaſted and! 
rais'd them all the Way. 

Alexander of Macedon, with his free Gr 
attack d the Perſians, and beat them at alll 
advantages in the open Fields, when they u 
five, ten, nay, twenty Times his Numb 
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nd having paſſed the Heleſpont with not Fif. 
en Thouſand Pounds in his Treaſury, and 
ot above Thirty-five Thouſand Men in his 
rmy, he made himſelf Maſter of that great 
nd overgrown Empire, with as much Expedi- 
ion as he could travel over it; and though 


ge fought three Battles for it, he ſcarce loſt in 
hem al one Regiment of his Men. 


Leonidas, at the Head of Four Thouſand 
Srecks, Fought Xerxes at the Head of Six and 
renty Hundred Thouſand Perſians, according 
> Herodotus, in the Streights of Thermopyle for 
wo Days together, and repulſed them at every 


fault with vaſt Slaughter ; nor did they at 
aſt get the better of him, till being led by a 
eacherous Greek a ſecret' Way over the Moun- 
ains, they fell upon him in the Rear, and ſur- 
ounded him with their Numbers; neither did 
e then deſert his Poſt, tho' all his Men re- 
eated, except-Three Hundred Spartans, who 
folutely ſtood by him, and were all {Jain with 
im upon the Spot; with Twenty. Thouſand 
befor round them. % Fr £ EPR P 
e Romans, enjoying the fame Liberty, an 
nimated by it, vanquiſhed all the enſlaved 
ations of the known World, with the ſame 
aſe, and upon the ſame unequal Terms. Fhe 
ibduing of: free Countries coſt them long La- 
our and Patience, great Difficulty, and a 
Vorld of Blood ; and they ſuffered many De- 
ats before they got a decifive Victory: The 
habitants being all Freemen were all brave, 
Soldiers, and were exhauſted before their 
rates could be conquered : And the Volſcians, 
Equians, Tuſcans, and Samnites preſerved their 


Liberties 


_ © rally won a Kingdom, and fometimes rws « 


N 
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Liberties, as long as they had Men left to d 
fend them. The Samnites particularly declare 
in their Embaſly to Hannibal, that having ofte 
brought jon. Numbers of Men into the Fiel 
againſt. the Romans, and ſometimes defeat: 
the Roman Armies, they were at laſt- fo waſte 
that they could not reſiſt one Reman Legion, 
But when the Romans came to War again 
great and arbitrary Kings, they had little el 
to do but to ſhew their Swords; they gaii 
Battles almoſt without hghring, and T wo 
Three Legions have routed Three or Fe 
Hundred Thouſand Men. One Battle gene 


three. Antiochus was: fo frightened with o 
Skirmiſh with Acilius at Thermopyle, that h 
vun away out of Greece, and left all he poſleſk 
there to the Romans ; and being beaten aft: 
wards by Scipio, the Brother of Africanus bf 
quitted to them all his Kingdoms and Te 
tories on this ſide Mount Taurus. And Pan 
; milius, by ane Battle with Perſeus, becam 

aſter of Macedonia. Tigranes, Ptolomy, 
Syphax, all Monarchs of mighty Territorie 
were ſtill more eaſily — 6 So that th 
great Kingdoms of Aſia, Egypt, Numi dia, 1 
Macedon, were all of them much more eall 
overcome, and ſuffered much fewer Defea 
than the Sites alone, though inhabiting 
ſmall barrcn Province. 2M 

The only dreadful Foes the Romans ent 
found, were People as free as themſelves ; at 
the moſt dreadful of all were the Carthaginien 
Hannibal alone beat them oftner, and flew men 


of their Men in Battle, than all the Kings 
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he World ever did, or could do. But for all 
he great and 2 Defeats he gave them, 
hough he had deftroyed Two Hundred Thou- 
and of their Men, and many of their excel- 
ent Commanders; and though, at the ſame 
Fime, their Armies were cut off in Spein, and 
vith them the two brave Spies; and though 
hey had ſuffered great Loſſes in Sicily, and at 
dea; yet they never ſunk nor wanted Soldiers, 
zor their. Soldiers Courage; and as to great 

ommanders, the- had more and better than 
ver they had before: And having conquered 
annibal, they quickly conquered the World. 
This valt Virtue of theirs, and this uncon- 
zuerable Spirit, was not owing to Climate or 
omplexion, but to Liberty alone, and the 
_ of their Government, in which every 
Roman had a Share: They were nurſed up in 
he Principles of Liberty; in their Infancy they 
ere inſtructed to love it, and Experience at- 
erwards confirmed their Affections, and ſhew- 
d them its glorious Advantages : Fheir own 
appy Condition taught them a Contempt and 
dignation for thofe wretched and barbarovs 
overnments, Which could neither afford their- 
Subjects Happineſs nor Protection: And when. 
hey attack'd theſe Governments- and their 
wretched People, they found themſelves like 
ions 1 Sheep. ; 
It is therefore Government alone that makes. 
en cowardly or brave: And Boccalini well 
idicules the abſurd Complaint of the Princes 
of his Time, that their Subjects wanted that 
ove for their Country which was found in 
ee States, when he makes Apodo tell * 
that 


nnen 
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that no People were ever in Love with R; 
pine, Fraud, and Oppreſſion; that they mu 
mend their own Adminiſtration, and their Pe 
ples Condition ; and that People will then lo 
their Country, when they live happily in i 
The old Romans were Maſters of Mankind 
but the preſent Race of People in Reme, x 
not a Match for one of the Swiſs Canton 
nor could theſe Cantons ever be conquerel 
even by the united Forces of the Houſe of 4 
ſtria. Charles Duke of Burgandy was the | 
that durſt invade them; but tho? he had be 
a long Terror and conſtant Rival to Louis ü 
XIth of France, a crafty, politick, and powe 
ful Monarch; and often too hard for hin 
he paid dear for his Bravery in attacking t| 
Switzers, and loſt by doing it Three Armic 
and his own Life. They were a free Peopl, 
and fought in their own Quarrel ; the great 
Incitement upon Earth to Boldnefs and My 
\nanimity. The Switzers had a Property, thi 
in Rocks; and were Freemen, though among 
Mountains. This gives them the Figure th 
make in Europe; fuch a Figure, that they at 
_ courted by the greateſt Princes in it, and ha 
ſupported fome of them in their Wars, whe 
their own native Slaves could not ſupp 
them. | 
The Dutch, having revolted from the g 
eſt Potentate then in Europe, defended. the 
ſelves againſt all his Power for near an Hut 
dred Years, and grew rich all the Time, whi 
he grew poor; fo poor, that Spain has nem 
yet recovered its Loſſes in that War: A 


though they are in their . mot 
orm 


— a 
= . a , % ' _ 
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ed for Trade than War, yet their own 
avery in their own Defence is aſtoniſhing to 
oſe that know not what the Spirit of Liberty 
n do in any People : Even their Women 
ned to defend their Walls ; as. the Women 
Sparta once did, and as the Women of 
rcelona more lately did, tho? the united Force 
the Two Monarchies of France and Spain 
d at laſt the Honour to take that City, 
pecially when We, who had engaged them 
the War, had alſo given them up. 

Theſe ſame Dutch in that War, when they 
re cloſely beſieged in one of their Towns 
the Spaniſh Army, let in the Sea upon their 
untry, truſting rather to the Mercy of that 
ement, than to the Mercy of an invading 
yrant; and the Sea faved them. It muſt be 
membred too, that they had the Power of 
Emperor, as well as that of Spain, to con- 
d with ; both t mighty Monarchs ha- 
g joined their Counſels and Arms ro ſubdue 
ven little Provinces, which yet they never 


ſt them a Three Years Siege, and an Hun- 
ed and Thirty Thouſand Men; and when 
y took it, they took only a Heap of Rub- 
1, to which it was reduced before it was 
rendered, | | x 
In free States, every Man being a Soldier, or 
ickly made fo, they improve in a War, and 
ery Campaign they fight better and better: 
hereas the Armies of an abſolute Prince grow 
ereiicry Campaign worſe ; eſpecially if hy 
AnW=poſed of his own Subjects, who being 
noi ves, are with great Difficulty and long Dif- 
me | ciplme 
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re able to ſubdue: The City of Oſtend alone 
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cipline made Soldiers, and fcarce ever ma 
ood ones.; and-when his old Troops are goy 
is new ones ſignify little. This was emine 
1 in the late War with Fance, whi 
egenerated in Arms every Year ; while f 
Engliſh and Dutch did as evidently mend. A 
oubtleſs, if the French Barrier of fortifi 
Towns had been quite broken through, a 
was very near, One Battle would have can 
pleated the Conquelt of France, and perhaps 
would not have coſt a Battle, | 
And if free States ſupport themſelves bet 
in a War than an abſolute Prince, they ( 
likewiſe much ſooner retrieve their Loſſes 
it. The Dutch, when they had been beat 
twice at Sea by Cromwel/”s Admirals and Eng 
Seamen, with great Slaughter and Los 
hips, did notwithſtanding, in Two Mont 
ime after the ſecond great Defeat, fit out 
Third Fleet of a Hundred and Forty Men 
War, under the famous Van Trump: U 
this Lord Clarendon obſerves, that ** there 
not be a greater Inſtance of the Opulen 
of that People, than that they ſhould | 
* able, after ſo many Loſſes, and fo lat 
“great Defeat, in ſo ſhort a Time, to ſet( 


** a Fleet ſtrong enough to viſit thofe who Ie 7 
e ſo lately overcome them,” This is what WM p 
Arbitrary Prince in Europe, or upon the Erro 
of the Earth, could have done ; nor dry 
believe, that all the Arbitrary Monarchs Mc. 


Europe, Africa, and: Aſia, with all their uni 
Powers together, could do it at this Day. 

whole Strength of the Spaniſh Monarchy co 
not fit out their famous Armada, * | 
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fiſtance of Money from the little free State 


Genoa ; and that invincible Armada, being 
aten by the Engliſb and quite deſtroyed, Spain 
never been able, with all her Indies, and 
r Mountains of Silver and Gold, to make 
y Figure at Sea ſince, nor been able to pa 
at very Money which equip'd that its la 
eat Fleet. | 
The little City of Tyre gave Alexander the 
eat more Reſiſtance, and coſt him more La- 
bur to take it, than to conquer the great Mo- 
rchy of Afia; and tho', when with infinite 
abour and Courage he had taken it, he burnt 
to the Ground, flew eight. thouſand Tyrians 
the Sackage of their Town, crucified two 
ouſand more, and ſold all the reſt for Slaves; 
t ſome of the Citizens, with their Wives and 
hildren, being eſcaped to Carthage, (a Colony 
their own) and others being conveyed away 
d faved by their Neighbours the Sidonians 
ring the Seige, they returned and rebuilt their 
folated City ; and in-fo ſmall a Time as, 
neteen Years afterwards, endured another 
ge of fifteen Months from Antigonus, the 
oſt powerful of all Alexander's Succeflors ; 
r could he take it at laſt, but upon honour- 
le Terms. What an Inſtance of the Bleſſings 
d Power of Liberty and Trade! 
From the Moment the Romans loſt their Li- 
rty, their Spirit was gone, and their Valour 
ce ever after appeared. In the Beginnin 
Auguſtns's Reign, the beſt and braveſt © 
em periſhed by the Sword, either in the Civil 
ar, Where Romans fighting againſt Romans, 
ultitudes were ſlain with Brutus and Caſſie, 
” Ba 
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» and then a little Sun-ſhine in the Reign of 
good Emperor, yet the Root of the Evil re- 
nained : They were no longer Freemen; and 
or far the moſt part, their Government was 
othing elſe but a conſtant State of Oppreſſion, 
nd a continued Succeſſion of Maſſacres. Ty- 
ants governed them, and Soldiers created and 
governed the Tyrants, or butchered them if 
hey would not be Butchers. 
As to military Virtue, it was no more : The 
retorian Bands were only a Band of Hang- 
n with an Emperor at their Head; Irahj and 
be Provinces were exhauſted; the Roman Peo- 
ple were nothing but an idle and debauched 
ob, who cared not who was uppermoſt, ſo 
hey had but a little Victuals and ſaw Shews : 
The provincial Armies were foreign Hirelings, 
nd there was not a Roman Army in the Roman 
[mpire. my Italia, plebs urbana imbellis, ni- 
il in exercitibus validum præter externum, This 
as ſaid not long after the Death of Auguſtus ; 


or do I remember an Inſtance of one great 


Iman Captain after Germanicus and Corbulo; the 
rſt murdered by Tiberius, his Uncle and Fa- 
her by Adoption ; and the other by Nero, for 
hom he reconquered and ſettled the Eaſt ; and 
ter Veſpaſian and Titus, every Roman Emperor 
pf remarkable Bravery was a Foreigner, and 
very Victory gained by them, was gained by 
oreigners ; who being all Mercenaries, were 
perpetually ſetting up and pulling down their 


dyn Monarchs At length, being poſſeſſed of 


he whole Power of the Empire, they took it 

o themſelves ; and thus it ended, and became 

liſmembered by ſeveral Nations, and into < 
ver 


— 
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veral Governments, according to their Fortuy 
and it is remarkable, that tho* thoſe Nati 
had frequent Wars amongſt themſelves aba 
the Countries they invaded, yet they had! 
thing to apprehend from the Romans while the 
.. were ſeizing Roman Provinces. = 
Tyrants are ſo ſenſible that when they h 
Joſt their Army, they have loſt all, that 
mongſt their other deſtructive Expedients 
preſerve themſelves, whatever becomes of the 
People, one of their Methods is to lay whq 
Counties waſte, and to keep them waſte, 
revent an Invader from ſubſiſting ; and thi 
| beſt Provinces are by this Means turned oft 
into Wildernefſes. For this Reaſon a March} 
Conſtantinople is ſcarce practicable to an Enen 
from any Quarter. 
I will conclude with anſwering an Objed 
on: It may be ſaid, that the Armies of I 
rants do often fight bravely, and are brave 
and I own it is true in many Inſtances : But 
deſire it may be remembered, that in Arbit 
ry Countries, nothing flouriſhes except the Cou 
and the Army. A Tyrant muſt give his Spoile 
Part of the Spoil, or elſe they will fight b 
faintly for it, or perhaps put him to death 
he does not. The moſt abſolute Princes m 
therefore uſe their Soldiers like Freemen, 
they tender their own Power and their Live: 
and under the greateſt Tyrants, the Men « 
War enjoy great Privileges, even greater th 
in Free States. The Privileges and Immuniti 
they enjoy, conſtirute a Sort of Liberty, d 
to themſelves, but terrible always to the Sul 
ject, and often pernicious to the Prince; 


— 
— — 
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ing the certain Condition of a Tyrant, that 
be able to oppreſs his People, or plague his 
eighbours, he muſt empower his Soldiers to 
troy himſelf . 
The chief Forces therefore of an Afbitrary 
ince, conſiſt of Freemen : Such were the 
torian Bands of the Reman Emperors, and 
h are the Turkiſh Janizaries ; and both of 
em, tho' they maintained the Tyranny, have 
quently killd the Tyrants; and ſuch are the 
rand Seignior's Zaims, Thmariats, or Horſe- 
n, who have Lands given them in the Pro- 
ces, and are the only Nobility and Gentry 
re: And ſuch too were the Mamalukes of 
pt, which Country at laſt they uſurped for 
emſelves, having put the King their Maſt 
death. 1 might mention here the Swi/i 
ards, and Gens d'armes of a neighbouring 
ince, which are his Janizaries As to the 
e Janizaries, I own the Sultan may put 
rticular Men of them to death, but no Sul- 
dares touch their Privileges as a Body ; and 
o or three of their greateſt Emperors were 
poſed and deſtroyed by them for attempting 


Meer Slaves can defend no Prince, nor en- 
le him even to rule over Slaves: So that by 
ing Liberty, or rather Licentiouſneſs, to a 
the Slavery of All is maintained. 

All this does, I think, fully prove, that 
ere there is no Liberty, there can be no 
agnanimity, It is true, Enthuſiaſm has in- 
red Armies, and moſt remarkably of a!l the 
racen Armies, with amazing Reſolution and 
ry; but even that was Fierceneſs for — 
& : 0 


of Opinion to themſelves, and for ſubduing 
Men to it; and befides, this Courage of 
thuſiaſm is rarely eminent, except in the 
Riſe of States and Empires. 


I am, &. 


\ — 
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SIR, 
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I Shall ſhew in this Paper, that neither 
'Chriſtian Religion, nor Natural Religi 
nor any thing elſe that ought to be called! 
ligion, can ſubſiſt under Tyrannical Gore 
ments, now that Miracles are ceaſed. I read 
confeſs, that- ſuch Governments are fertile 
Superſtition, in wild Whimſies, delufivePh 
toms, and ridiculous Dreams, proper to te 
the humane Soul, degrade its Dignity, del 
its Beauty, and fetter it with laviſh and | 
manly Fears, to render it a proper Obſed 
Fraud, Grimace, and Impoſition; and tom 
Mankind the ready Dupes of gloomy Impoſk 
and the tame Slaves of raging Tyrants. & 
tude eſtabliſhed in the Mind, is beſt « 
bliſhed. e 

But all theſe bewildered Imaginations, t 


dark and dreadful Horrors, which baniſh = 
ſon, and contract and imbitter the H 


what have they to do with true Religion, 
leſs to deſtroy it? That Religion, w 
improves and enlarges the Faculties of 

exalts their Spirits, and makes them bravel 


God and themſelves; that Religion, wh wly 


” 
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ves them great and worthy Conceptions of. 
e Deity; and that Religion, which inſpires 
cm with generous and beneficent Affections 
one another, and with univerſal Love and. 
nevolence to the whole Creation. No Man 
n love God, if he loves not his Neighbour ; 
id whoever loves his Neighbour, will neither 
jure, revile, nor oppreſs him : Nor can we 
herwiſe ſhew our Love to God, than by kind, 
mane and affectionate Actions to his Crea- 
res: A new. Commandment, ſays our bleſſed 
viour, I give unto you, that ye love one 
other. x 
Almighty God, the. great Author of our 
ature, and of all Things, who has the Hea- 
ns for his Throne, and the Earth for his Foot- 
ol, is raiſed far above the Reach of our. 
ndneſs, our Malice or our Flattery. He de- 
es infinite Happineſs from his own infinite. 
rfections; nor can any frail Power or Actions 
ours leſſen or improve it: Religion there- 
A, from which he can reap no Advantage, 
rg: inſtituted by him for the Sake of Men, as 
US beſt Means and the ſtrongeſt Motive to their 
"Fn Happineſs, and mutual Happineſs ; and 
it Men are taught and animated tb be uſe- 
aſſiſting, forgiving, kind and merciful one 
another. But to hurt, calumniate or hate 
h MS another for his Sake, and in Defence of 
Haß Religion, is a flat Contradiction to his Re- 
n, en, and an open Defiance of the Author of 
Augision: And to quarrel about Belief and 
1 nions, which do not immediately and ne- 
ave erily produce practical Virtue and ſocial 
vis, is equally wicked and abſurd, This is 
ol. 1 88 7 
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to be wicked in behalf of Righteouſheſs, 2 
to be cruel out of Piety. A Religion whit 
begets Selfiſhneſs and Partiality only to a fen 
and its own Followers, and which inſpires . 
tred and Outrage toward all the reſt of f 
World, can never be the Religion af the me 
Ciful and impartial Maker and Judge of f 
World. Speculations are only ſo far a Parti 
Religion, as they produce the moral Duties. 
Religion, general Peace and unlimited Chan 
ublick Spirit, Equity, Forbearance, and gu 
Needs to all Men : And the Worſhip of G 
is no longer the Worſhip of God, than s 
warms our Minds with the Remembrance of! 
gracious Condeſcenſions, his indulgent Cx 
Bounty, and Providence, exerciſed towards. 
and as it raiſes and forms our Affections to 
Imitation of ſuch his divine and unreſtrai 
Goodneſs, and to uſe one another kindly by an 
great Example, who uſes us all ſo. So f 
our worthy, tender, and beneficent Behavi 
to one another, is the beſt Way to acknowle 
8 his to us: It is the moſt acceptable Way wet 
worſhip him, and the Way he will beſt ac 
our Worſhip : And whatever Devotion has! 
this Effect, or a contrary Effect, is the dr 
mad Freaks of an Enthuſiaſt, and ought to 

called by another and a properer Name. 
This is a general Idea of true Religion, 
theſe are the certain and only Marks of it: 
which, as they are oppoſite to the Eſſence 
Spirit of an Arbitrary Government; ſo ef 
Arbitrary Government is an Enemy to the 
rit of true Religion, and defeats its Ends. 
- theſe Governmeats, in Defiance of * 
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umanity, and common Senſe, Millions muſt 
> miſerable to exalt and embelliſh one or a few, 
nd to make them proud, arrogant, and great : 
roteCtion and Security are no more; the Spirit 
f the People is ſunk ; and their Induſtry diſ- 
duraged and loſt, or only employed to feed 
uxury and Pride ; and Multitudes ſtarve, that 
few may riot and abound, All Love to Man- 
nd is extinct, and Virtue and publick Spirit 
e dangerous or unknown; while Vice, Falſ- 
bod and ſervile Sycophancy become neceſſary 
maintain precarious Safety and an ignomi- 
ous Life : And, in fine, Men live upon the 
oils of one another, like ravenous Fiſhes and 
aſts of Prey: They become rapacious, bru- 

and ſavage to one another, as their cruel 
Pvernors are to them all; and as a further Imi- 
ion of ſuch Maſters, their Souls are abject, 
an, and villainous. To live upon Prey, and 
drry humane Race, is the Genius and Sup- 


ygers; and it is the Spirit and Practice of 
en to reſemble their Governors, and to act 
them. Virtue and Vice in Courts, run 


Water in a continual Deſcent, and quickly 
angrflow the inferior Soil, 


Torva Leæna lupum, &c. 


it: Now, what can be found here to anſwer the 
nce Writ and Precepts of the Chriſtian Religion, 
o eich is all Love, Charity, Meekneſs, mutual 
the ſtance, and mutual Indulgence ; and muſt 
nds. er deſtroy Tyranny, which deſtroys all theſe, 
. de deſtroyed by it? 2 Religion given by 
2 0 


it of Tyrants, as well as of Wolves and 
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God to inſpire Men with every ſocial Vim 
and to furniſh them with every Argument 
ſocial — 5g will never find Quarter, mu 
leſs Protection, from a Government, whi 
ſubſiſts by an unrelenting War againſt ey 
Virtue, and all humane Felicity. On the d 
trary, all its divine Doctrines ll be pervert 
all its divine Principles mangled, and both 
Principles and its Precepts corrupted, diſgul 
and wreſted, to be made free of the Cour 
Truth will be made to patronize Impoſtu 
and Meekneſs to ſupport Tyranny: Obedit 
to equal Laws, and Submiſſion to juſt Aut 
rity, ſhall be turned into a ſervile and crouch 
Subjection to blind Rage and inhumane Fu 
complaiſant and reſpective Behaviour into 
viſh Flattery, and ſupple Homage to Pome 
Meekneſs and Humility into Dejection, Pu 
neſs of Spirit, and bodily Proftrations ; C 
rity, Benevolence, and Humanity, into a ft 
and outrageous Zeal, to propagate faſhion 
and gainful Opinions : Chriſtian Courage | 
be changed into Cruelty and brutiſh Violen 
impartial Juſtice into ſavage Severity; f 
tection into Oppreſſion and Plundering ; 
Fear of God into the Fear of Man; and! 
Worſhip of the Deity into an idolatrous A 
ration of a Tyrant. f | 
Tho' God Almighty ſent his only Son t 
the World to teach his Will to Men, and 
confirm his Miſſion by Wonders and Mira 
et, having once full, manifeſted himſelf 

is Law, he has left it to be propagated 
carried on by humane Means only, accorc 
to the Holy Writings inſpired by him; anc 
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e Powers of the World will not ſubmit to 
oſe Directions, and will neither purſue them 
emſelves, nor ſuffer their Subjects to purſue 
em, nor leave them the Means of doing it; 
en the Chriſtian Religion muſt take the Fate 
all fublunary Things, and be loſt from a- 
ngſt Men, unlefs Heaven interpoſes again 
iraculouſly in its Favour. Now the Expe- 
ence of all Ages will convince us, that all 
rannical Princes will be againſt the Religion, _ 
hich is againſt them; and either aboliſh it, 
, which is much worſe, pervert it into a 
adly and unnatural Engine, to encreaſe and 
fend that Pride and Power, which Chriſtiani- 
abhors; and to promote thoſe Evils and 
liſeries, which Chriſtianity forbids, and were 
left to itſelf, would prevent or relieve. A 
eligion modelled by uſurped Power, to coun- 
ance Uſurpation and Oppreſſion, is as oppo- 
e to the Chriſtian. Religion, as Tyranny is 
Liberty, and Wickedneſs to Virtue, W 45 
eligion is taught to ſpeak Court- Language; 
d none are ſuffered to preach it, but ſuch 
ſpeak the ſame Dialect; when thoſe who are 
iniſters of the Goſpel, muſt be alſo the Mi- 
ſters of Ambition, and either ſanctify Falſ- 
dod and Violence, by the Word of Mercy and 
ruth, or hold their Tongues; when Prefer- 
ents and worldly Honours are on the Side of 
ppoſture, and Gallies, Racks, and Dungeons 
e the Rewardsof Conſcience and Piety ; the 
ood and Efficacy of Chriſtianity will be as 
tectually gone, as if it were formally ex- 
anged for Mahometaniſm ; and under thoſe 
ucumſtances if its Name is retained, it is only 
F 3 retained 
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retained to do Evil, and might be innocent 
baniſhed with the Thing. The Chriſtian Re 
ligion has as rarely gained by Courts, as Coum 
have improved by the Chriſtian Religion; and 
Arbitrary Courts have ſeldom meddled with i, 
but either to * 5 waa it, or debaſe and corrun 
it; nor could the Power and Fury of Tyran 
ever hurt or weaken it ſo much as their pre 
tended Favours and Countenance have done: 
By appearing for it, they turned their Powe 
moſt effec ctually againſt it. Their avowed Per: 
ſecution of Chriſtianity, did only deſtry 
Chriſtians ; but afterwards, while they ſety 
for protecting none but the true ( hriſtiang 
that is, thoſe that were as bad as themſelves 
and having no Religion of their own, adopted 
blindly the Religion of their Prince; and fa 
puniſhing. all who were not true C hriſtian 
that is, all that were better than themſelve 
and would take their Religion from no Ma 
Word, but only from the Word of God; te 
liſted Chriſtians againſt Chriſtians, and di. 
figured, undermined and baniſhed Chriſtiani 
irſelf, by falſe Friendſhip to its Profeſſors: And 
theſe Profeſſors thus corrupted, joining a hol 
Title to an impious Cauſe, concurred in thx 
Conſpiracy, and contended fiercely in the Nam 
of Chriſt for ſecular Advantages, which Chr 
never gave nor took, and for a ſecular Sore 
reignty, which he rejected, and his Goſpel for 
bids. Thus one ſort of Tyranny was artful 
made to ſupport another, and both by a Unia 
ot Intereſts maintained a War againſt Religion 
under Colour of defending it, and fought tht 
Author of it under his own Banner ; that * 


[4 
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Nr. Tillotſon finely ſays, They lied for the Truth, 
1d killed for God's Sake. 

The many various and contradictory Opi- 
tons of weak Enthuſiaſts, or of deſigning Men, 
nd all the different and repugnant Interpreta- 
ons of Scripture, publiſhed and contended 
pr by them, could have done but ſmall Preju- 
ice to Religion and Society, if humane Au- 
ority had not interpoſed with its Penalties 
nd Rewards, annexed to the believing or not 
elieving fortuitous Speculations, uſeleſs No- 
ons, dry Idea's, and the inconſiſtent Reveries 
f diſordered Brains; or the ſelhſh Inventions 
f uſurping Popes, ambitious Synods, and tur- 
ulent and aſpiring Doctors, or the crafty 
hemes of diſcontented or oppreſſive Stateſ- 
en: For all theſe have been the important 
auſes, and the wicked Fewel of religious Wars 
d Perſecutions. 

It is ſo much the general Intereſt of Society 
perform and to encourage all its Members to 
form the practical Duties of Religion, that 

a ſtronger and more prevailing Intereſt were 
dt thrown by Power into the contrary Scale, 
jere would be no Difference amongſt Men 
dout the Nature and Extent of their Duties 
) Magiſtrates, to Parents, Children, and to 
jends and Neighbours : And if theſe ſocial 
uties (the only Duties humane Society, as 
ch, is concerned to promote) were agreed 
don and practiſed, the Magiſtrate would have 
d more to do with their Opinions than with 
eir Shape and Complexion ; nor could he 
ww, if he would, by what Method to alter 

F 4. them 
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them. No Man's Belief is in his own Powe 
or can be in the Power of another. 

The utmoſt Length the Power of the 
giſtrate can in this Matter extend, beyond th 
of Exhortation, which is in every Man's Powe 
can be only to make Hypocrites, Slaves, Fork 
or Atheiſts. When he has. forced his Subjel 
to bely their Conſciences, or to act again 
them, he has in effect driven them out of 
Religion, to bring them into his own; a 
when they thus ſee and feel the profeſſed I 
fender of Religion overturning all its Precept 
exhorting by Bribes, and rebuking by Stripe 
 Conhſcations, and Dungeons, and mali 
Chriſtianity the Inſtrument of Fury, Amt 
tion, Rapine, and Tyranny ; what can t 
think, but either that he 1s no Chriſtian, ( 
that Chriſtianity is not true? If they comet 
ſuſpe& it of Impoſtute, _y mew Infdek 
and if they grow into a Belief that Religi 
countenances Bitterneſs, Outrage, and Sev: 
ties, nay, commands them, they become 
gots; the worſt and moſt miſchievous Charatt 
of the Two: For, Unbelievers, guided by i 
Rules of Prudence or Good-nature, may | 
good Neighbours and inoffenſive Men; 
Bigotry, ſtanding _ the Ruins of Reac 
and being conducted by no Light but that 
an inflamed Imagination, and a ſour, bit 
and narrow Spirit, there is no Violence ent 
_—_— which it is not capable of wiſhing 
acting. | 

Happineſs is the chief End of Man, and ü 
ſaving of his Soul is his chief Happineſs; | 


that every Man is moſt concerned for his 6 | 


. 
ill 
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referred Churchmen; or at leaſt. occaſion 
y the continued Uſurpations and Inſults 
cruel and oppreilive ones, and always in Tiny 
of Faction and general Diſcontent. E 
and aſpiring Men, diſcarded and diſcontem 
Courtiers, or ambitious and deſigning Stat 
men, have taken Advantage from theſe gene 
Diſorders, or from the hot and giddy Spi 
of an enthuſiaſtical or oppreſſed People; x 
from thence have formed Parties, and ett 
themſelves at the Head, formed National Ek 
bliſhments, with the Concurrence of we 
Princes, and ſometimes in Oppoſition to the 
by the Aſſiſtance of factious Clergymen 
factious Aſſemblies, and often by T umults 
popular Inſurrections; and at laſt, under Þ; 
tence of ſaving Mens Souls, they ſeized th 
Property. A ſmall Acquaintance with Ecch 
aſtical Hiſtory, and the Hiſtory of the Tu 
and Saracens, will ſhew ſuch Cauſes as thek 
have given Riſe to moſt of the National! 
ligious Eftabliſhments upon Earth : Nor c 
ſee how any future Ones can ariſe by ot 
Means, whilſt Violence and worldly Inter 
have any thing to do with them, 
Such therefore as is the Government d 


Country, ſuch will be made its Religion; c 
No- body, I hope, is now to learn what is, lisj 
ever will be, the Religion of moſt Statſemayſ;oi 
even a Religion of Power, to do as little In! 
and as much Miſchief as they pleaſe. nf 
have Churchmen, when they ruled States, Mel 
ever any other View; but having double Mes 


thority, had generally double Infolence, : 
remarkably leſs Mercy and Regard to. 
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jence or Property, than others who had fewer 
ies to be merciful and juſt : And therefore 
e ſoreſt Tyrants have been they, who united 
one Perſon the Royalty and Prieſthood. 
he Pope's Yoke is more grievous than that of 
y Chriſtian Prince upon Earth; nor is there 
race of Property, or Felicity, or of the Re. 
ion of Feſus Chriſt, found in the Dominions 
this Father of Chriſtendom ; all is Ignorance, 
gotry, Idolatry, Barbarity, _— Chains, 
d every Species of Miſery, And the Caliphs 
Ezypt, who founded the Saracen Empire 
re, and maintained it for a great while, 
re at once Kings and Prieſts ; and there ne- 
lived more raging Bigots, or more furious 
d oppreſlive Barbarians. The Monarchy of 
ſia, which is alto a ſevere T'yranny, has the 
teſthood annexed to it; and the Sophy is at 
ſame time the Caliph. The Turkiſh Reli- 
n is founded on Impoſture, blended with 
ragious and avowed Violence; and by their 
ligion, the imperial Executioner is, next to 
ir Alcoran, the moſt facred Thing amongſt 
m: And though he is not himſelf Chief 
eſt, yet he creates and uncreates him at 
aſure, and is without the Name of Mufti, 
chief Doctor, or rather Author of their 
gion; and we all know what fort of a 
ligion It is. | 
n Fact, as Arbitrary Princes want a Reli. 
n ſuited to the Genius of their Power, they 
del their Religon fo as to ferve all the Pur= 
es of Tyranny, and debaſe, corrupt, diſ- 
rage, or perſecute all Religion which is a- 
pit Tyranny, as all true Religion is: For 
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> Death for his Religion, by the Inquiſition 


d elſewhere, is a real humane Sacrifice, as 


is burning and butchering Men for God's 
ake. 
| think No- body will deny but that in Kin 


mess Time, we owed the Preſervation o 
r Religion to our Liberties, which both our 
lergy and People almoſt unanimoufſy con- 
rred to defend, with a Reſolution and Bold- 
fs worthy of Britons and Freemen. And as 
e Cauſe and Bleſſings of Liberty are ftill 
tter underſtood, its Spirit and Intereſt do 
aily increaſe, Moſt of the Biſhops, and ma- 
of the inferior Clergy, are profeſſedly in 
e Principles of Civil and Religious Liberty, 
otwithſtanding the ſtrong and early Prejudices 
Education. And I hope foon to fee them 
| as thorough Advocates for publick Liberty, 
their Predeceſſors were, upon Grounds leſs 
ſt, in the Times of Popery ; and then there 
il-be an End of the pernicious and knaviſh 
iſtintion of 2hig and Tory ; and all the 
/orid will unite in paying them that Reſpect 
hich is due to their holy Office. 
| ſhall conclude with this ſhort Application, 
at as We love Religion, and the Author of 
, we ought to love and preſerve our Liber- 
's, 


I] am, &e. 


SIR; 
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Hs already ſhewn that Naval Try 

and Power cannot ſubſiſt but in fr 
Countries alone, I will now ſhew, that th 
ſame is true of domeſtick Arts and Science 
and that both theſe, and Population, which 


their conſtant Concomitant, and their chi 
Cauſe as well as their certain Effect, are bo 


of Liberty, and nurſed, educated, encourage 1 
and endowed by Liberty alone. ſt 

Men will not ſpontaneouſly toil and labu ch 
but for their own Advantage, for their Pleaſu er 
or their Profit, and to obtain fomething wh 
they want or defire, and which, for the mu 
part, is not to be obtained but by Force « n 


Conſent. Force is often dangerous; and whe 
employed to acquire what is not ours, it is 4 
ways unjuſt ; and therefore Men, to proc 
from others what they had not before, mi 
gain their Confent ; which is not to be gaine en 
but by giving them in lieu of the Thing d 
fired, ſomething which they want and val 
more than what they part with. This is wh 
we call Trade; which is the Exchange of on 
Commodity for another, or for that which p 
chaſes all Commodities, Silver and Gold. 
Men, in their firſt State, content themfelve 
with the ſpontaneous Productions of Natur 
the Fruits of the Field, and the liquid Strea 
and ſuch occaſional Supplies as they now an 


thi 
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en receive from the Deſtruction of other 
nimals. But when thoſe Supplies become 
ſufficient to ſupport. their Numbers, their 
ext Reſource is to open the Boſom of the 
arth, and by proper Application and Cul- 
re, to extort her hidden Stores; And thus 
ere invented Tillage and Llanting, And an 
jundred Men thus employed, can fetch from 
e Bowels of our common Mother, Food and 
ſtenance enough for Ten Times their own 
umber; and one Tenth part more may poſſi- 
ly be able to ſupply all the Inſtruments of 
Iusbandry, and whatever is barely neceflary 
ſupport theſe Husbandmen : So that all the 
ſt of the People muſt rob or ſtarve, unleſs 
ther the Proprietors of the Land will give 
em the Produce of their Eſtates for nothing, 
they can find ſomething wherewithal to 
rchaſe. it. 

Now in Countries where no other Arts are 
Uſe, but only Husbandry and the Profeſſions 
ceflary to it, and to fupport thoſe who are 
nployed about it; all the other Inhabitants 
we no Means of purchaſing Food and Rai- 
ent, but by ſelling their Perſons, and becom- 
g vile Slaves and Vaſlals to their Princes, 
ords, or other Proprietors of the Land; and 
e obliged, for neceſſary Suſtenance, to follow 
em in their wild Wars, and their perſonal 
d factious Quarrels, and to become the baſe 
ſtruments of their Ambition and Pride. Great 
en will rather throw their Eſtates into Foreſts: 
d Chaſes, for the Support of wild Beaſts, 
d for their own Pleaſure in hunting them, 


an into Farms, Gardens, and fruitful F ids, 
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- they can get nothing from the Productiom 
them. 2 : CIT Es. | 
This is the forlorn Condition of Manki 
in moſt of the wild Empires of the Eaſt; t 
was their Condition in all the Gothick Goven 
ments; and this is the Condition of Pol 
and of the Highlands of Scotland ; where a 
have Liberty, and all the reſt are Slaves. kt 
nothing can free Mankind from this abject x 
forlorn Condition, but the Invention of At 
and Sciences; that is, the finding out of ma 
Materials and Expedients to make Life ei 
and pleaſant ; and the inducing People to 
lieve, what they will readily believe, that oth 
Things are neceſſary to their Happineſs, 
ſides thoſe which Nature has made neceſſ 
Thus the Luxury of the Rich becomes 
Bread of the Poor. - 

As ſoon as Men are freed from the Im 
tunities of Hunger and Cold, the Thoug 
and Deſire of 1 ett wer Plenty, Orname 
and Politeneſs, do preſently ſucceed: And tht 
follow after, in very quick Progreſſion, Er 
lation, Ambition, Profuſion, and the Love 
Power: And all thefe, under proper Regul 
tions, contribute to. the Happineſs, Wealt 
and Security of Societies. It is natural to Mt 
and Societies, to be ſetting their Wits and thi 
Hands to work, to find out alt Means to fa 
fy their Wants and Deſires, and to enable the 
to live in Credit and Comfort, and to mi 
ſuitable Proviſion that their Poſterity may | 
ſo after them. if 

Neceſlity is the Mother of Invention, and 
is the Opinion of Neceſſity, Whilſt Thi 
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in their own Nature neceſſary to us, or, 
m Cuſtom and Toney, 0p neceſſary ; w 
be turning every Thought, and tryin 
ry Method, how to come at them; anc 
gere they cannot be got by Violence and Ra- 
e, Recourſe will be had to Invention and 
Juſtry. And here is the Source of Arts and 
ences ; Which alone can ſupport Multitudes 
People, who will never be wanting to the 
ans which bring them Support. | 
Vherever there is Employment for People, 
re will be People; and People, in moſt 
untries, are forced, for want of other Em- 
yment, to cut the Throats of one another, 
of their Neighbours ; and to "ramble after 
ir Princes in all their mad Conqueſts, ridi- 
ous Contentions, and other miſchievous 
zppots; and all to get, with great Labour 
zard, and often with great Hunger and 
ughter, a poor, precarious, and momentary 
bhiſtence. | | oy 
und therefore, whatever State gives more 
ouragement to its Subjects, than the neigh? 
ring States do, and finds them more Work, 
| gives them greater Rewards for that Work ; 
by all theſe Iaudable Ways makes humane 
ndition eaſier than it is elſewhere, and ſe- 
es Life and Property better; that State will 
w the Inhabitants from the neighbouring 
ntries to its own; and when they are 
e, they will, by being richer and ſafer, 
Itiply faſter. Men will naturally fly from 
nger to Security, from Poverty to Plenty, 
from a Life of Miſery to a Life of Feli- 


And 
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And as there will be always Induſtry why 
1 there is Protection; ſo wherever then 

nduſtry and Labour, there will be the Sil 
the Gold, the Jewels, the Power, and the 
Re. It does not import who they are 

ave conquered, or inhabit the Countries whe 
Silver and Gold are Natives, or who they 
that toil for them in the Mine, fince they: 
be the Poſſeſſors of the Coin, who can x 
chaſe it afterwards with the Goods and 
nufactures which the Proprietors of the 
and their People want. One Artificer in! 
land, or Holland, can make Manufacture ena 
in a Week to buy as much Silver and Gol 
the Mine, as a Labourer there can dig 1 
prepare in a Month, or perhaps Two: and 
the while that Spain and Portugal leſſen th 
Inhabitants, we encreaſe ours : They loſe tt 
People by ſending them away to dig in 
Mines; and we, by making the Manufat 
they want, and the Inſtruments they uſe, n 
tiply ours. By this Means every Man 
ſend out of their Country is a Loſs to it, 
cauſe the Return and Produce of their Lab 
goes toenrich rival Nations; whereas every 
we ſend to our Plantations, adds to the Numire 
of our Inhabitants here at Home, by main 
mg ſo many of them employed in ſo man 
nufactures which they take off there; beſide 
many Artificers in Shipping, and all the nu 
rous Traders and concern'd in mana 
and venting the Produce of the Plantations, u 
tis brought hither, and in bringing it hit" 
So that the Engliſh Planters in America, bei ice 
maintaining themſelyes and Ten times 7 0. 
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ves, maintain. likewiſe great Numbers of 
ir Countrymen in England. ies) 
zuch are the Bleſſings of Liberty, and ſuch 
e Difference which it makes between Coun- 
and Country ! The Spaniſh Nation loſt much 
e by the Loſs of their Liberties, followed 
h the Expulſion of the Moors, than ever they 
by the Gold and Silver Mountains of Mexico 
Peru, or could get · by all the Mines of Gold, 
er, and Diamonds upon Earth. $659 
Where there is Liberty, there are Encou- 
ments to Labour, becauſe People labour for 
mſelves; and no one can take from them the 
huifitions they make by their Labour: There 
be the greateſt Numbers of People, be- 
e they find Employment and Protection; 
e will be the 8 Stocks, becauſe moſt 
o be got, and eaſieſt to be got, and ſafeſt 
nit is got; and thoſe Stocks will be al- 
sencrealing by a new Acceſſion of Money 
red elſewhere, where there is no Securit 
Joying it; there People will be able to wor 
peſt, becauſe leſs Taxes will be put upon 
Work, and upon the Neceſſaries which 
ſupport them whilſt they are about it: 
re People will dare to own their being rich, 
will be moſt People bred up to Trade, 
Trade and Traders will be moſt reſpected; 
there the Intereſt of Money will be lower, 
the Security of poſſeſſing it greater, than 
yer can be in Fail overnments, 
re Life and Property, and all Things muſt 
nd upon the Humour of a Prince, the 
rice of a Miniſter, or the Demand of a 
ot. Under thoſe Governments, few People 
| donors in een, 


- 
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can have Money, and they that have muſt ly 
it up, or bury it to keep it, and dare not 
gage in large Deſigns, when the Advan 
may be reaped by their rapacious Governor, 
1 up by them in a ſenſeleſs and wick 
reaty: Beſides, ſuch Governor̃s conte 
Trade and Artificers; and only Men of 
Sword, who have an Intereſt incompatible! 

Trade, are encouraged by them. 

For theſe Reaſons, Trade cannot be cin 
on ſo cheap as in free Countries; and whe 
- ſupplies the Commodity cheapeſt, will « 
mand the Market. In free Countries, Men bi 
out their Money for their Uſe, Pleaſure, 
Profit, and think of all Ways to employ it 
their Intereſt and Advantage. New Projed 
every Day invented, new Trades ſearched at 
new Manufactures ſet up; and when Tra 
men have nothing to fear but from thofe wh 
they truſt, Credit will run high, and they 
venture in Trade for many times as mud 
they are worth : But in Arbitrary Count 
Men in Trade are every Moment liable to 
undone, without the Guilt of Sea or W 
without the Folly or Treachery of their ( 
reſpondents, or their own want of Care o 
duſtry; their Wealth ſhall be their Snare, 
their Abilities, Vigilance, and their Sud 
ſhall either be their undoing, or nothing tot 
Advantage: Nor can they truſt any one 
or any one elſe them, when Payment and] 
formance. muſt depend upon the Honeſty 
Wiſdom of thoſe who often have none. 
Ignorance of Arts and Sciences, and of 
Thing that is good, and Poverty, Miſery, 
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folation, are found for the moſt part all to- 
her, and are all certainly produced by Ty- 
any, In all the great Empires of Morocco, 
yſinia, Perfia, and India, there is not among 
Natives ſuch a Thing as a tolerable Archi- 
- nor one good Building, unleſs we except a 
lace built by a Portugueze for the Abyſſmian 
peror; and perhaps there may be in all 
ſe vaſt Continents, a few more good Houſes 
ilt by Europeans, The Æthiopian have ſcarce 
h a Thing as an Artificer amongſt them ; 
ir only Weavers are the Fews, who are like- 
their Smiths, whoſe higheſt Employment 
[ron is to make Heads for their Spears; and 
Artiſts of their own, their wretched Trum = 
ers and Horn-winders ſeem to be the high- 
: and when the Feſuits built a few Church 
| Chappels in their Country, the whole Na- 
n were alarm'd, taking them for ſo. many 
ſtles and Fortreſſes. The reſt of their Con- 
jon is of a-piece ; they are abjectly miſerable, 
ſpight of their Soil, which in many Places is 
uriant, and yields Three Crops a Year : Of 
h ſmall Effect are the Gifts of God to his 
eatures, When the Breath of a Tyrant can 
ſt them! 5 th 
In Perſia, the Carpenters and Joyners have 
t Four Tools for all their Work, and we 
y gueſs what ſort of Work they make; they 
ve a Hatchet, a Sawe, and a Chizzel, and 
fort of Plainer, broughr thither not long 
ce by a Frenchman. As to Printing, they have 
ne ; nor any Paper but coarſe brown Stuff, 
ich cannot be folded without breaking to 
ces. In Painting, they do not go beyond 
Iras 
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Birds and Flowers, and are utterly ignorany 
Figures and Hiſtory. 75 

Egypt was once the Mother of Arts and 
"ences, and from thence Greece had them: | 
Egypt loſing its Liberties; loſt with then 
Politeneſs, as all Nations do; and the Pyr: 
were EY the firſt Egyptian Tyrants, 
the Knowledge of Arts was not yet loſt in] 
bariſm, and before the Country was diſpeop 
elſe they never had been built. Nor coul 
the Power of the Ottoman Empire build { 
in the Place now, tho' the Turks were not 
r in the Sciences, as they are. Til 
Time of Ramphſinitus, ſays Herodotus, the l 
*.tians report, that Liberty flouriſhed, andt 
& Laws were the higheſt Power.“ The 
tells us, that Cheops, the Succeſſor of that Ki 
falling into all Debauchery and Tyranny, i 
ployed a hundred thouſand of his People 
— of Stone; Diodorus Siculus ſays, th 
hundred and ſixty thouſand were employed 
this inhumane Drudgery — and then he be 
a Pyramid. The Egyptians grew afterward 
Ignorance, Barbarity, and Vileneſs, and 
moſt any Body that invaded them, maſt 
them ; and when they were defended, the 
Greeks defended them, a Band of them be 
generally entertained for that End by the I 
tian Kings. It is true, one or two of the! 
lomies, particularly the Firſt, attempted to 
vive Arts and Learning amongſt them; but 
Attempt came to nothing: They were Sl 
incapable either of taſting or producing 
belliſhments and Excellencies of Liberty, MF ( 
which they had been long deprived ; and ti 
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the Greek, Artiſts, and Profeſſors in Egypt, 
the Glory of every Improvement to them- 
es, as indeed they were the Authors of all. 
e Remans afterwards left there many Monu- 
nts of their Grandeur and Politeneſs : But 
ir free Government ended; as Tyranny ſuc- 
ded, ſo did Barbarity, all over the Empire, 
| no where more than in Egypt, which is 
this Day the Prey of robbing and thiev- 
Arabs, and of oppreſſive and devouring 


Nt 


J. 
ſhall here ſubjoin a — given 
dy that great and judicious Traveller Mon- 
Ir Tavernier, concerning the Condition of the 
tee great Eaſtern Empires, beſt known to 
It is in his laſt Chapter of The Hiſtory of the 
at Mogul. | | n 
There is, ſays he, almoſt no Perſon ſecure 
the Violence of the Governors, Timariors, 
Farmers of the Royal Rents; nor can the 
nces, tho* they were diſpoſed, -hinder theſe 
dlences, nor prevent the Tyranny of their 
7ants over their People; which ſhould be 
chief Employment of a King. This Ty- 
y is often ſo extenſive, that it leaves to the 
ſant and Tradeſman neither Food nor Rai- 
t, but robs them of the common Neceſſa- 
of Life, and they live in Miſery, and die 
Hunger: 'They either beget no Children; 
they do, they ſee them periſh in their In- 


but, for want of Food: Sometimes they de- 
Sau their Hutts and Land, to become Lacqueys 
ng che Soldiers, or fly to Neighbouring Na- 


s, (where their Condition is not mended.) In 
t, the Land is not till'd but by F ag 
; NCTC» 


— 


Aa run and running to wretched Ruin: 
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therefore wretchedly till'd ; and great Pan 
it lies waſte and is loſt : There is no Body 
clear the Ditches and Water-Courſes; noh 
to build Houſes, or to repair thoſe that aten 
ous.” The Timariot will not improve 
Ground for his Succeſſor, not knowing | 
ſoon he may come; nor will the Peaſant q 
for a Tyrant, and ſtarve while he does it: | 
neither Timariot nor Peaſant will labour 
Bread which others are to eat, So the Pet 
is left to ſtarve, and the Land to becom 
Deſart. | 1 | 
Hence it is, that we ſee thoſe vaſt State 


of their Towns are raiſed with Dirt and E 
and you ſee nothing but ruinous Towns, 
deſerted Villages: And henee- it is, that tl 
celebrated Regions of Meſopotamia, Ani 
Paleſtina, with thoſe admirable Plains of 
tioch, and fo 1 other Countries, ancie 
ſo well manured, ſo fertile, and fo full of 
ple, are all at preſent half deſerted, abanda 
and untilled, or become peſtilent and uni 
table Bogs. Egypt is in the like Condition; 
within theſe fourſcore Years, above the te 
Part of its incomparable Soil is loſt by Po 
ty, and want of Hands to ſcour the Cha 
of the Nile, and remove the Sand which co 
their Fields. 

From the ſtme Cauſes, Arts languiſh 
ſtarve in thoſe Countries: For with what H 
can an Artizan labour and ſtudy for igno 
Beggars, who are not Judges of his Work, 
cannot pay him for it, ar for Grandes who 

not? He is fo far from any Proſpect of 
. 
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ard, that he is not only without all Hopes ok 
ealth, Office, or- Lands; but, to avoid being. 


ought rich, he muſt live poorly : He muſt 
ver eat a good Meal, never wear a decent 
pat, and never appear to be worth Six-pence. 
ay, he is happy if he can eſcape the Korrab; 
terrible Whip exerciſed by the great Lords 
on the Artiſts; the Encouragement of In- 
uity. | 
Indeed, the Knowledge and Beauty of Arts 


d been loſt in thoſe Countries long ſince, were 
not that the Kings and Grandees give Wages 


certain Handicraftſmen, who work in their 
uſes, and to eſcape the Whip, do their beſt; 
ſides, the rich Merchants, who ſhare their 
ins with Men in Power, to be protected by 
m, do give theſe Handicraftfmen a little more 
y, and but a little. We muſt not therefore 
nk, upon ſeeing rich Eaſtern Stuffs here, that 
> Workman there is in any Condition ot 
em : He works not for himſelf, and only 
ceſſity and the Cudgel makes him work; 
| ler him work how he will, he is doomed 
live miſerably, to cloath himſelf meanly, 
to eat poorly. | 

rafhck alſo in thoſe Countries, is faint and 
aying: For how may are there that care to 
e much Pains, to make dangerous Voyages, 
take long Journies ; to be conſtantly run- 
gup and down ; to write much, to live in 
petual Anxiety and Care, and to riſque all 
zards and Chances ; and all for a precarious 
, which is at the Mercy of the next greedy 
vernor ? 


OL. II. ES This 
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This whole Chapter of Tavernier deſerve, 
very Man's _— I have only Room to 2 
Part of another Paragraph. Talking of t 
Turkiſh Empire: We have travell'd, ſa: | 
through almoſt all the Parts of it; we he 
ſcen how wofully it is ruined and diſpeoplel 
and how in the 1 — City, the raiſing of 
or {ix thouſand Men, requires three wh 
Months: And we know what- a Fall itn 
have had before now, had it not been for i 
Supplies of Chriſtian Slaves and Capti 
brought thither every Year, from all Pan 
Without doubt, if the ſame Sort of Gov 
ment continue, that State will deftroy iiſch 
It is at this Day maintained by its own We 
neſs, and muſt at laſt fall by it. The Govern 
are frequently changed to make Room for ne 
Oppreſſors; but neither has any one Govern 
or one Subject in the whole Empire, a Pen 
that he can call his own, to maintain the le 
Party; nor, if he had Money, are there: 
Men to be had in theſe wide deſolate Proving 
A bleſſed Expedient this, to make a State 
fiſt! An Expedient, much like that of a By 
of Pegu, who, to prevent Sedition, commu 
ed that no Land ſhould be till'd for ſome Ye 

together; and having thus deſtroyed half 
Kingdom with Hunger, he turned it into f 
reſts: Which Method, however, did not 
ſwer his End, nor prevent Diviſions in t 
State, which was reduced ſo low, that a Ha 
ful of Chineſe Fugitives were like to have tal 
and maſtered the Capital City, Ava. 

Thus far Tavernier. Sir Paul Ricaut tells 
that it is a reigning Maxim in the Turk! 
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7, to lay a great Part of their Empire waſte- 
A Maxim, which they need take no Pains 
o practiſe; ſince without deſtroying deliberate- 
y their People and Provinces, which- yet they 
o, the dreadful Spirit of their Government 
eates Deſolation faſt enough in all Con- 
jence. 
The whole City of Dibli, the Capital of 
dia, is obliged to follow the Great Mogul 
eir Emperor, when he takes a Journey, their 
hole Dependence being upon the Court and 
e Soldiery ; for they cannot ſupport them- 
ves; nor is the Country round them, which 
either waſte, or irs Inhabitants ſtarving, able 
p ſupport them. So that the Citizens of this 
ighty Metropolis, are only the wretched Sut- 
ers toa Camp ; and they are forced to leave 
eit Houſes empty, and ſtroll after their Mo- 
ich, whenever he is graciouſly diſpoſed to 
ke a Jaunt ; and are abſent ſometimes from 
ome a Year and a half together. 
nde The Jeſuit, Nicholas Pimenta, who was in 
gu about an hundred and twenty Years ago, 
ves this Account of it: The laſt King, ſays be, 
28 a mighty King, and could bring into the 
eld a Million and ſixty thouſand Men, taking 
e out of ten: But his Son had, by his Wars, 
0 {8s Oppreſſions, his Murders, and other Cru- 
ties, made ſuch quick Diſpatch of his Sub- 
1 ds, that all that were left did not exceed 
ven Thouſand, including Men, Women, 
d Children. What an affecting Inſtance 
here of the Peſtilential Nature of Ty- 
telb any! 
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It is not unlikely that ſome of theſe f 
Wars were made by this inhumane Prince, f 
White Elephants; and that he either made 
provoked Invaſions upon that Score, as I hay 
inſtanced in another Paper: And I ſhall he 
add ſomething to make this Conjecture 
more probable. Mr. Ralph Fitch, a Merch, 
of London, was at Pegu thirtcen or fuurte 
Years before Pimenta, in the Reign of the abo 
potent King; and he ſays, Such is the] 
* ſteem that this King has for an Elephant 
* this_ Colour, that amongſt his other Tith 
e 1s called King of the White Elephant; 
Title, which to him ſeems as lofty as any 
the reſt. And that no other Prince rou 
„about him may wear this glorious Ti 
therefore none of them mult keep a Whi 
Elephant, tho' Nature gave it them; 
* muſt ſend it'to him, or an Army ſhall fet 
it; for rather than not have it, be will u 
« War for it.” 

He ſays, that the Houſes of theſe Crea 
are ſpcndidly gilt, and ſo are the Silver Velk 
out of which they are fed. When they go 
the River to be waſhed, which they do eve 
Day, ſix or ſeven Men bear up a Canopy 
Cloth of Gold or Silk over them; and as ma 
more march with Drums and muſical Inſtrume 
before them; and when they come out of 
Water, their Feet were waſhed in preat Sil 
Baſons by Perſons of Quality, whoſe Office 
is thus to ſerve them. Tadernier ſays, the Gt 
Mogul allows fixt Penſions (and ſometimes vt 
large ones) to every Elephant, with pro 


Attendance ; nay, two Men are employed 


*. * 
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e ſultry Months, to ſtand, one on each Side, 
fan them. | — 1 
[ oaly mention this, to fheœi how much more 
are theſe Tyrants take of their Beaſts, than 
their People. And it is too true of all Ar- 
itrary Princes; their Stable of Horſes is dear- 
to them than their People, and live infinitely 
tier, | DE 

This is almoſt univerſally true wherever there 
e ſuch, Nay, they value their Dogs more 
an they do the Lives of Men. When the 
rand Seignior goes a Hunting, a great Number 
Peaſants muſt encloſe the Ground for ſeveral 
-agues round, and keep in the Game; and 
is they muſt often do for many Days toge- 
er, ſometimes in Ice and Snow, with hungry 
lies. By which Means their Work is neg- 
ed, their Grounds are deſtroyed, and they 
emſelves are many times killed in the Sport, 
ſtarved in attending it; and it often hap- 
ns, that forty or fifty of his own Followers 
rin in a Day. Sultan Mahomet's grand Fal- 
er had once the Honeſty and Bold neſ to re- 
eſent to his Maſter all this Deſtruct ĩon and 
arnage which attended his endleſs Paſſion for 
unting; but all the Anſwer which he received 
om this Father of the Faithful, was, By all 
ans take Care of the Dogs, let them have Cloat h. 
and other Accommodations. 

This Paper upon Arts and Population grows 
long; I ſhall therefore reſerve to another 
What | have to ſay further upon this Subject. 


I am, &C. 


G 2 | SIR, 


10 CATOs LETTERS. 


. nm 
n 


FREE 


STIR, 


1 Here ſend you what I have to ſay furthe 
upon Arts, Induſtry, and Population. Ty 
live ſecurely, happily, and independently, i 
the End and Effect of Liberty; and it is the 
Ambition of all Men to live agreeably to their 
own Humours and Diſcretion. Nor did ever 
any Man that could live ſatisfactorily without 
a Maſter, deſire to live under one; and real a 
fancied Neceſlity alone makes Men the der 
vants, Followers, and Creatures of one and 
ther. And therefore all Men are animated by 
the Paſſion of acquiring and defending Pro. 
perty, becauſe Property is the beſt Support d 
that Independency, ſo paſſionately delired by 
all Men. Even Men the moſt dependent hare 
it conſtantly in their Heads and their Wiſhe, 
to becgme independent one Time or other; 
and the Property they are acquiring, or meu 
to acquire by that Dependency, is intended u 
bring them out of it, and to procure them at 
agreeable Independency. And as Happinels 1 
the Effect of 1 and Independenc 
the Effect of Property, ſo certain Property 
the Effect of Liberty alone, and can only be 
ſecured by the Laws of Liberty; Laws which 
are made by Conſent, and cannot be repeale 
without it. 5 

All theſe Bleſſings, therefore, are only tht 
Gifts and Conſequences of Liberty, and on 
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to be found in free Countries; where Power is 
fxed on one Side, and Property ſecured on the 
other; where the one cannot break Bounds 
without Check, Penalties, or Forfeiture, nor 
the other ſuffer Diminution without Redreſs; 
where the People have no Maſters but the 
Laws, and ſuch as the Laws appoint; where 
both Law and Magiſtracy are formed by the 
people or their Deputies, and no Demands are 
made upon them, but what are made by the 
Law; and they know to a Penny, what to 
pay before it is asked ; and where .they that 
exact from them more than the Law allows, 


u ze puniſhable by the Law; and where the 
"WM Legiſlators are _ bound by their own 
Acts, and equally involved in the Conſe- 


uences. 

There can be no Good, where there are 
none of the Cauſes of Good; and conſequent] 
all the Advantages of Liberty muſt be loſt wit 
Liberty, and all the Evils of Tyranny muſt 
accompany Tyranny. I have in my laſt taken 
a View of the Eaſtern Monarchies, with Re- 
ard to the miſerable Decay of their People 
and Arts; I hall in this confine myſelf, for In- 
Itances, to Europe, and begin with Muſcovy, 
by far the greateſt Empire for Territory in 
hriſtendom : And becauſe the beſt ſhort Ac- 
ount that I bave ſeen of that Government, is 
given by Dr. Giles Fletcher, who was there in 
he latter End of Q. Elizabeth's Time, I ſhall 
dere tranſcribe Part of thar Account. 

Talking of the many wicked and barbarous 


and oppreſs their People, he ſays: They 
* 64 C s& would 


\rts uſed by the late Czars of Ruſſia, to drain 
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* would ſuffer their People to give freely to thy 
„% Monaſteries, (as many do, eſpecially in the 
* laſt Wills) and this they do, becaufe the 
may have the Money of the Realm min 
ready at Hand, when they liſt to take 
-* which is many Times done; the, Friars pz 
« ing freely with ſome rather than loſe all, 
ohn Baſilowitz pretended to reſign th 
* Crown to the Prince of Cazan, and to retin 
for the reſt of his Life to a Monaſtery : . 
then cauſed this new King to call in all ih 
« Eccleſiaſtical Charters, and to cancel then 
* Then pretending to diſlike this Fat, a 
* the Miſrule of the new King, he reſumd 
the Scepter, 99 2 as he was of allet 
Church Lands, of which he kept what þ 
„would, and gave new Charters for the f 
** By this he wrung from the Eccleſiaſtich 
* vaſt Sum, and yet hoped to abate the 
Opinion of his Government, by ſhewing 
% worſe, | 
. © When they want to levy a new Tax, th 
„ make a Shew of Want; as was done 
„% Duke Theodore, who, tho? left very rich 
* his Father, yet fold moſt of his Plate, a 
* coined the reſt, that he might ſeem in N 
* ceſſity; whereupon preſently came out 
* new Tax upon his People. 
+ They would ſometimes ſend their Meſſe 
gers into the Provinces to foreſtal and e 
„ groſs the Commodities of the Country, t 
© king them at ſmall Prices, what they then 


* ſelves liſt, and ſelling them again at excell i ; 
« Prices to their own Merchants, er to Sti TY c 
j 


« gers. If they refuſe to buy them, ther | 
|, 6 for 


w- 


CATOs LETTERS. x53 
force them into it: The like they do, when 
any Commodity thus engroſſed, Foreign or 
Native, ſuch as Cloth of Gold, Broad Cloth, 
and the like, happens to decay, by lying up- 


* on Hand, it is: forced upon the Merchants 
at the Emperor's Price, whether they will or 


no. we 
* Beſides the engroſſing of foreign Commo- 
dities, and forcing them upon the Merchants, 
they make a Monopoly for a Seaſon” of all 
ſuch Commodities as are paid the Prince for 
Rent or Cuſtom; and this they do to en- 
hance the Price of them: Thus they mono- 
polize Furrs, Corn, Wood, c. during. all 
which Time, none muſt fell of the Lime 
Commodity, till the Emperor's be all fold. * 
© The above-mention'd ohn Baſilowitz fent 
into Permia (a Country of the poor Sa- 
moides ) for certain Loads of Cedar, tho' he 
well knew that none grew there; and the 
Inhabitants returned Anſwer, that they could 
find none. Whereupon he taxed the Coun- 
try in Twelve Thouſand Rubles. 
Again, he ſent to the City of Moſcow to pro- 
vide for him a Meaſure full of Fleas for a 
Medicine. They anſwered, that the Thing 
was impoſſible; and if they could get them 

yet they could not meaſure them becauſe of 
their leaping out. Upon which, he ſet a. 
— upon them of Seven 'Fhoufand Ru- 


es. 
* To theſe may be added, their Seizures 
and Confiſcations upon ſuch as are under 
Diſpleaſure, and the Connivance at the Op- 
prellions and Extortions of the Governors 
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< of the Provinces, till their Time be expird 
and then turning all their wicked Plund 
* into the Emperor's Treaſury, but never 
„Penny back again to the right Owner, þ 
great or evident ſoever the Injury be. 

As to the People, they are of no Rank 
& Account, and eſteemed no better thanVillan 
and fo they ſubſcribe themſelves in all th 
„ Writings to any of the Nobility, as the 


cc 


* of the Nobility do to the Emperor: And iI 
* deed, no Bond Slaves are kept more in Mt 
and Subjection, than the common Pei | 
* are, by the Nobility, Officers, and Sold $ 
* ſo that when a poor Movſick (one of te 
* Commonalty) meets any of them upon 2 
High- way, he muſt turn himſelf about, WF ) 
% not daring to look them in the Face, fe 
* fall down with his Head to the N 
Ground. A 
And as to the Lands and Goods of pe 

* miſerable People, they are ſo expoſed toil © 
* Rapine of the Nobility and Soldiers, belly 2": 
the Taxes, Cuſtoms, and Seizures, and ui be 
* publick Exactions laid upon them by bi! 
Emperor, that they are utterly diſcoum i ca! 
from following their Trades and Profeſlion =rc 
* becauſe the more they have, the more Daſh Cr 
„ger they are in, not only of their Gu die 
* but even of their Lives: And if they En 
pen to have any thing, they convey it lM anc 
* Monaſteries, or hide it in Woods or um 
* Ground, as Men do when they are in t 


© of a Foreign Invaſion, So that many 
© lages and Towns are intirely without | 
bitants; and in the Way towards My 
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' betwixt Volaghda and Yare/lave, for about an 
Hundred Engliſ Miles, there are at leaſt 
Fifty Villages, ſome half a Mile long, ſome 
a whole Mile long, that ſtand wholly deſo- 
late, without a ſingle Inhabitant. The like 
Deſolation is ſeen m all other Places of the 
Realm, as I have been told by thoſe that 
travelled the Country. 
* In every great Town the Emperor hath a 
Drinking- Houſe, which he rents out: Here 
the Labouring Man and Artificer many times 
ſpends all from his Wife and Children. 
Some drink away all they wear about them, 
to their very Shirts, and fo walk naked; 
and all for the Honour of the Emperor. 
Nay, while they are thus drinking them- 
ſelves naked, and ſtarving their Families, 
No-body muſt call them away, upon any 
Account, becauſe he would hinder the Em- 
peror's Revenue. | 
Ihe capital Puniſhments upon the —— 
are very cruel; but it Theft or Murder 
be committed upon them by one of the No- 
bility, he is ſeldom puniſhed, or ſo much as 
called to account for it, becauſe the People 
are the Slaves of the Nobility : Or if theſe 
Crimes are committed by a Gentleman Sol- 
cier, perhaps he may be impriſoned at the 
Emperor's Pleaſure, or perhaps fined 
and that" is all, | | 
make this Quotation upon Memory, having 
ly taken down fome Hints when I read it; 
It I can aſſert it to be a juſt one, and almoſt 


holly in the Doctor's Words, 


% 


I know 
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I know much has been ſaid of the Improy 
ments made by the preſent Czar, and of hi 
many ProjeRs in Favour of Arts and Trad: 
And it is very true, that he is a Prince of 
very active and inquifitive Genius. But thy 
he has made himſelf a more powerful Pring 
than any of his Predeceſſors were, I do not h 
that the Numbers of his People are increaſe 
or their general wretched Condition mud 
mended. He has a vaſt Army conſtantly 
Foot, and keeps vaſt Numbers of his px 
Subjects conſtantly employ'd in making Hare 
and Canals; great Taxes are raiſed, and pre 
and daily Waſte made of his People, whoa 
likewiſe miſerably oppreſſed by his Boyer, t 
whom he ſtill leaves the raiſing of Money u 
the Direction of Trade: So that the yen 
Oppreſſion remains, Trade is deadened 1 
diſtreſſed, and the People burdened beya 
Meaſure ; ſudden and arbitrary Duties are | 
upon Commodities imported; the old Way 
Monopolies ts continued; the State of the 
change, and the Allay and uncertain Value oft 
current Coin, are as bad as they can be; 4 
and Ingenuity are really diſcouraged, and th 
who have Skill in any Art muſt conceal it, 
avoid working for nothing ; there are 
vances without Number, and like to be, 
he who complains is certainly undone, and! 
titions are anſwered with Stripes, and {or 
times with Death itſelf. In ſhort, the Con 
tion of the Ruſſian People is much upon 
fame Foot as it was in Dr. Flercher's Time; 18 
whoever doubts it, may find full Convict 
from Capt, Perry's State of Ruſſia, under 
prefent Czar, 
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In Poland, nothing can be more miſerable 
han the Condition of the Peaſants, who are 
ubject to the mere Mercy of the great Lords, 
to Life and Death and Property; and mult 
abour Five Days in the Week, nay, ſometimes 
ix, for theſe Lords; and if they cannot ſubſiſt 
hemſelves and their Families upon one Day's 
abour in Seven, they muſt famiſh. The 
rate of the other Northern Kingdoms is, with 
eſpe& to the People, as wretched as any * 
amed : They have many Soldiers, endleſs 
Taxes, dreadful Poverty, few People, and 
gaudy Courts. It is indeed ſaid of ſome Ar- 
itrary Princes in ſome Parts of Europe, that 
hey are merciful to their Subjects, and do not 
ſe them barbarouſly ; that is, they do not 
eliberately butcher them, but only take all 
hey have, and leave them to ſtarve peace- 
bly upon the reſt : All the Riches of the 

ountry are to be ſeen at Court, and the Peo- 
le are wretchedly poor. Cantabit vacuus — 
Countryman once complained to General 

irk, that his Soldiers had plundered him of 
Il he had in the World; Thow art 4 happy Man, 
ays the General, for then they will plunder thee 
more. | | 

The woful Decay of People and Plenty in 

any States in Italy is ſo aſtoniſhing, that were 

not obvious to every Eye that ſees it, and fo 
ell atteſted to thoſe who have not ſeen it, by 
hoſe who have, it would ſeem beyond all Be- 
ef, * When I came into the Pope's Terri- 
tories at Pont Centins, (ſays Dr. Burnet) there 
was a rich Bottom all uncultivated, and not 

* ſo much as ſtock'd with Cattle: Bur as I 
paſſed 
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* paſſed from Montifiaſcone to Viterbo, this y 
„ peared yet more amazing; for a vaſt Chan 
* pain Country lay almoſt quite deſerted, A 
that wide Town, which is of fo great Ca 
* paſs, hath few Inhabitants, and thoſe look! 
* poor and miſerable. When I was within | 
4 Day's Journey of Rome, I fancied the Neig 
© bourhood of fo great a City muſt mend i 
Matter, but I was much diſappointed ; f 
6 a Soil that was fo rich, and lay fo ſweet 
that it far exceeded any thing I ever ft 
© out of Italy, had neither Inhabitants in 
© nor Cattle upon it, to the Tenth part d 
& what it could bear. The 1 this gan 
& me increaſed upon me, as I went out « 
& Rome on its other Side, chiefly all the Wy 
to Naples, and on the Way to Civita Vecchia; 
for that vaſt and rich Champain Count 
& which runs all along to Terracina, which fron 
* Civita Vecchia is a Hundred Miles long, and 
is in many Places Twelve or Twenty Mi 
& broad,-is abandoned to ſuch a Degree, thats 
« far as one's Eye can carry one, there is ofte 
© not ſo much as a Houſe to be ſeen — The 
© Severity of the Government hath drive 
away the Inhabitants ; and their being driv 
* away hath reduced it to ſuch a Paſs, that i 
„is hardly poſſible to people it.“ He ade 
that in Rome itſelf, © it is not poſſible for th 
„People to live and pay Taxes ; which hs 
& driven, as tis believ'd, almoſt a Fount 
Part of the People out of Rome during thi 
& Pontificate. © | 

He tells us elſewhere, that the Pope buys ! 

all the Corn of St, Peter's Patrimony. 49 
| | ſs 


»- 
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buys it at Five Crowns their Meaſure, and 
even that is ſlowly and ill paid. So that 
there was Eight Hundred Thouſand Crowns 
' owing upon that Score when I was at Rome. 
In ſelling this out, the Meaſure is leſſen d a 
Fifth Parr, and the Price of the Whole is 
doubled ; fo that what was bought at Five 
Crowns is ſold out at Twelve; and if the 
Bakers, who are obliged to take a determin'd 
Quantity of Corn from the Chamber, can- 
not retail out all that is impoſed upon them, 
but are forced to return ſome Part of it 
back, the Chamber diſcounts to them only 
the firſt Price of Five Crowns. 

It is obſerved by another noble Author of 
pur Country, that Mario Chigi, Brother to Pope 

{lexander the VIIth, by one ſordid Cheat upon 

he Sale of Corn, is ſaid within Eight Years to 
ave deſtroyed above the Third part of the 
ople in the Eccleſiaſtical State; and that that 
ountry, which was the Strength of the Re- 
nans in the Carthaginian Wars, ſuffered more 
dy the Covetouſnefs and Fraud of that Villain, 
han by all the Defeats received from Hannibal. 
The Country of Ferrara was formerly very 
populous, and the Lands being fertile, were 
el! cultivated ; but fince the Pope has got 
Poſſeſſion of it, it is almoſt depopulated ; the 
Lands are nigh deſolate, and for want of Peo- 
le, it is like the reſt of the Eccleſiaſtical State, 
nhealthy to live in. His Holineſs has reduced 
he Inhabitants from above an Hundred Thou- 
and, to about a Dozen. In the City itſelf, 
"maſs grows in the Streets, and moſt of the 
ouſes are empty. 30 
The 
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The Great Duke's Dominions lie much in 
ſame diſmal Solitude. When Sienna and pj 
were free States, they ſwarmed with Peopſ 
and were rich in Trade and Territory: Sia 
alone was computed to have had above half 
Million of Subjects; but in a matter of a hut 
dred and fourſcore Years, during which Tin 
jt has been in the Poſſeſſion of his Highneſit 
Florence, they are ſunk below twerity thouſant 
and theſe miſerably poor. The ſame is the a 
Je& Condition of Piſa, Piſtoja, Arex zo, Cort 
and many other great Towns. Florence, 
Capital particularly, which in the Days of U 
* berty, could by the Ringing of a Bell, brin 
together, of its own Citizens and the Inhab 
tants of the Valley of Arno, a hundred a 
thirty-five thouſand well armed. Men in a fe 
Hours Time, is now ſo poor and low, that! 
could not bring together three tolerable Reg 
ments in thirteen Months. 

The City of Piſa alone was reckoned, wha 
it was free, to have had a hundred and h 
thouſand Inhabitants, all happy in Liberty an 
Commerce; and now they are about ten tho 
ſand, without Liberty, and Commerce, and 
Bread. Formerly an hundred of its Citizen 
could fit out an hundred Gallies, and mainta 
them during a War, at their own Charge; a 
now the whole City could not furniſh out nd 
maintain one. Their ſtately Palaces are deli 
late, like their Territory, or let out for Stabl 
or any other forry Uſe, at three or four Pound 
a Year Rent. Their Streets are covered wil 
Graſs; their Territory, by being waſte, f 
grown unwholeſome, and the ir few — 0 

| cops 
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ple are ſtarving. And that great State 
hich the Great Duke could not maſter without 
Armies of Spain, are not now able to con- 
4 with his infamous Crew of Tax-gather- 
The People are famiſh'd Slaves, their 
ouſes are Ruins, their Trade is gone, their 
and unmanured, and yet their Taxes are not 
ened ; and if there be any Plenty amongſt 
gem, tis only Plenty of Beggars. | 
The fame is the Condition of the Milaneze, 
d other Countries under the ſame ſort of Go- , 
rnment ; the People ſtarve in the beſt Soils : 
hereas in Switzerland, and in the Territories 
Genoa, Lucca, and the Griſons, they are nume- 
us, and live happily in the worſt. © The 
People in France, (ſays the Author of the 
Supplement to Dr. Burnet's Travels) eſpecial- 
y the Peaſants, are very poor, and moſt of 
them reduced to great Want and Miſery; 
and yet France is an extraordinary good 
Country. The People of Switzerland (which 
x a Country of Mountains) cannot be ſaid to 
be very rich, but there are very few, even 
of the Peaſants, that are miſerably poor. 
he moſt Part of them have enough to 
live on. Every where in France, even in the 
beſt Cities, there are Swarms of Beggars; 
and yet ſcarce any to be ſeen throughout all 
Switzerland The Houſes of the Country 
People in France are extreamly mean ; and 
in them no other Furniture is to be found 
but poor naſty Beds, Straw-Chairs, with 
Plates and Diſhes of Wood and Earth. In 
Switzerland, the Peaſants have their Houſes 
turniſhed with good Feather-Beds, good 
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& Chairs, and other convenient Houſh 
44 Stuff; their Windows are all of Glak, 
& ways kept mended and whole; and th 
« Linnen, both for Bedding and their Th 
is very neat and white,” 
This was written above thirty Years y 
when France was in a much better Condij 
than it has been ſince The Glory of th 
late Grand Monarch coſt them much Miſ 
and many Myriads of People. And yeten 
thirty Years ago, their Miſcries were great 
affecting! © As I came from Paris to l 
(fays Dr. Burnet,) I was amazed to ſe} 

* much Miſery as appeared not only in 
“ lages, but even in big Towns, where alli 
* Marks of an extreme Poverty ſhewed tha 
& ſelves, both in the Buildings, the Clot 
* and almoſt in the Looks of the Inhabitan 
And a general diſpeopling in all the Tom 
% was a very viſible Effect of the Hardi 
“ under which they lay.“ What bleſſed G 
cumſtances that great Kingdom is in no 
Mr. Law, who is amongſt us, can beſt tel 
tho' we all pretty well know. It is real} 
Science, and no eaſy one, to know the Nam 
Numbers, and Quality of their Taxes ; whi 
are ſo many, ſo various, and ſo heavy, f 
one of their own Writers calls them, Inventi 
proper to impoveriſh the Pecple, and to envict 

Dictionaries. Bulicn, Treaſurer to Lewis 
told his Maſter, that his Subj-as were too hu 
they were not yet reduced to ent Graſs, And 
cruel Spirit and Politicks of that Miniſter wt 
- afterwards ſo well improved, that J am apt 
think their preſent Felicity is no Part of f 
Misfortunes, 
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uch Inſtances ſhew what hopeful Methods 
h Governments take to encreaſe People, 
rade, and Riches. | 
As to the politer Arts, T own ſeveral of them 
ve flouriſhed under ſome of the Popes them- 
es, and ſome other Arbitrary Princes; ſuch 
painting, Architecture, Sculpture, and Mu. 
k. But theſe Arts, and the Improvements 
them, were ſo far from owing any Thing 
that Sort of Government, that by 14 
ne, and the Privileges given to the Profeſ- 
of them, they came to excel in them; nor 
zuld they ever have excelled upon the com- 
n Foot and Condition of their other Sub- 
5: So that to make them Excellent, they 
de them Free. And thus even Tyrants, the 
zemies of Liberty, were, for their Furniture, 
xury, Pomp, Pleaſure, and Entertainment, 
ced to be beholding to Liberty; and for thoſe 
ricular Purpoſes, they gave it to particular 
en, But for the reſt of their Subjects, they 
re left by them in the Condition of Brutes, 
hin Point of Livelihood and Knowledge, 
it is more Liberty than Shape, that makes 
Difference; fince Reaſon without Liberty 
yes little better, and ſometimes worſe than 
ne. Servitude marrs all Genius, nor is either 
'en or a Pencil of any Uſe in a Hand that is 
acled, | 
I am, &C. 


SIR, 


Moat, 
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R., mack! | 
1 Beg Leave to interrupt my Diſcourſe ij 
General Liberty for one Poſt or more, 
Occaſion ſhall preſent, and defire you will 
liſh the encloſed Letter in your Journal, int 
K* which uſed to be filled with one to 
elt. | 


To the Freeholders, Citizens, and Burghen 
the Counties, Cities, and Towns of Great - Bm 


GENTLEMEN, | | 
1 Here is no Natural or Political Body bit 
ſubject to the Variations and Injurie 
Time. Both are compoſed of Springs, Whit 
and Ligaments, all in perpetual Motion, 
all liable to wear out and decay: And as 
Parts are mortal, the Whole muſt be mo 
too. But as natural Bodies may continue tl 
Exiſtence, and preſerve their Duration, 
Action, by the Addition of new Particles 
by removing from Time to Time all occalt 


al Obſtructions which clog their Motion, 
check their Vigour, as long as their Stanly... 


firſt Principles, or original Conſtitution is 
pable of ſubſiſting ; ſo a political Machine: 
do the ſame: And ſome Writers in Polli 
have aſſerted, that the ſame might be inn 
tal ; which is not my Opinion, 
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But whether this is true or not, certain it is 
at in many Reſpects a Political Body has the 
lyantage of a Natural One. We can often 
k into its inmoſt Frame and Contexture; 
1 when any of its conſtituent Parts are de- 
red or worn out, can ſupply it with new 
5: (which cannot be done in the other with- 
ta total Diſſolution of the Fabrick :) And we 
frequently annex additional Props and But- 
ſes to ſupport for ſome Time a tottering 
ding, and hinder it. from falling upon our 
ads, This is often all that can be done in 
ayed Governments, when a State is in a 
tahexy ; and this is what is every honeſt- 
an's Duty to do, when he can do no better. 
t, I thank God, the Conſtitution of Eng- 
dis yet ſound and vigorous : Many of its 
ts are active and ſtrong; and if ſome Mem- 
are corrupted or decayed, there are Ma- 
als at Hand to ſupply the Defect. There is 
lth and Power in being: Our Country a- 
nds with Men of Courage and Underſtand- 
; nor are there wanting thoſe of Integrity 
| publick Spirit: There is an ardent Deſire 
| diffuſive Love of Liberty throughout the 


1 dom; and many begin to be tired, ſic 
* | zſhamed of Party- Animoſities, and of quar- 
lag with their Netehbours, their Relations, 


often with their beſt Friends, to gratify the 
ame, the Ambition, and Rapine of thoſe, 
o only ſell and betray them. It is yet in our 
rer to fave our ſelves, and moſt Men have 
linations to do it; and it is only owing to 
Art and Addreſs 6f out common Enemies, 
re do not agree on the Means of r 
Os 


\ 
1 


' 
. 
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I dare therefore affirm, that there is ſ 
general Diſpoſition towards Liberty rhrough 
whole Kingdom, that if there ſhall be 0 
in the next Houſe of Commons as many he 
bold, and wiſe Men, as would have {; 
Sodom and Gomorrah, England is yet ak; 
Tpight of all the Efforts of Deluſion and} 
bery : And I dare as freely affirm, that if f 
vigorous and bold Reſolutions are not d 
taken to afliſt our molt excellent King tom 
diſcharging the publick Debts, and in redre 
all forts of publick Corruptions, the Lib 
of Great Britain My Heart can ſpeak 
more. 
It lies upon you, Gentlemen, to 2 
tion to the Machine: You are the firſt Spi 
that give Life to all virtuous Reſolutions: $ 
as you ſhew yourſelves, ſuch will be your 
n Such as is the Tree, ſuch 

the Fruit. Chuſe honeſt Men, free and 
dependent Men, and they will act honeſty 
the publick Intereſt, which is your Inte 
It is not to be expected that Criminals will ne 
ſtroy their own Handywork ; that they 
either reform or -puniſh themſelves ; ot, 
Men, who have brought our Misfortunes ite 
us, will go about in good Earneſt to rea 
them, or even own that there are any { 
Beſides, deep Wounds muſt be probed 
ſearched to the Core, before they can be a 
and thoſe who gave them can ſeldom be 
ſee the Operation, much leſs will they pay W you 
the Cure, if they can be at caſe by the Þ 
of the Patient. | 


a) 
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t us not therefore, my Countrymen, de: 
or deceive our ſelves, or think we can be 
, if ever ſuch Men can get into Power. 
t us not again be deluded with falſe Promiſes 
| deceitful Aſſurances, but let us judge what 
n will do by what they have done. What 
m and plauſible Remonſtrances have you 
erly heard and received? What impetuous 
rms and Hurricanes of falſe and counterfeit 
al againſt Oppreſſions and Miſcarriages in 
late Reigns; againſt exorbitant Penſions, 
rageous Taxes, wild and expenſive Expedi- 
3: againſt encreaſing the publick Debs ; 
inſt ſtanding Troops quartered up and down 
r Countries ; againſt oppreflive Companies, 
he Deſtruction of your Trade and Induſtry; 
inſt private Mens raiſing immenſe Eſtates 
dn your Ruin; and againſt their bribing and 
upting the Guardians of the publick Li- 
y? — And are you at laſt perfectly eaſy in 
ry one of thoſe Complaints : 

low, therefore, my beſt Friends, is the 
me to help your ſelves: Now act honeſtly 
| boldly for 2 or forget the glorious 
charming Sound. Let not a publick 
ator come within the Walls of your Cities 
| Towns, without treating him as an Enemy 
our King and Country deſerves. Thro-w 
r Eyes about your ſeveral Countries, and 
ſe your Patrons, your Protectors, your 
ghbours and your known Friends; chuſe 
your Repreſentatives Men whoſe Intereſts 


blended with your own ; Men who have 
Hands dipt in the publick Spoils, but have 
ered by them as much as you your — 

ve 
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have ſuffered ; Men who have not jobbed{ 

Stock, nor for Wages, nor for you. 

+ Make not fo fooliſh a Bargain, as for alj 

looſe Money, to give up deſperately all 

have; your Liberties, your Eſtates, your 

milies. Is it for your Sakes, think you, f 

theſe Jobbers of Stocks, and of 'Honelty, 

of their Country, come to careſs you, fly 

ou, and bow to you? Do you, or can 

lieve that they come to impair their « 

Fortunes, to encreaſe yours? Or think yout 

that they will have their Penny worths au 

you? ' Depend: upon it, they will; and, | 

every Bucket of Water thrown into your 

they will pump out Tuns. 

Reaſon not therefore, as too many of] 

have done, and I fear yet do, That ſince u 

ou truſt make perſonal Advantages of j 

8 and Credulity, you ought toll 

in thoſe Advantages. But throw your Ch 

| upon ſuch who will neither buy you nor 

| you. Whoever purchaſes an Office at 

| than it is honeſtly worth, muſt be ſupported 

| him who ſells it, in all diſhoneſt Gains; 

| elſe he will call for his Money again, it 

knows how to get it. No Man will bribe 

into your own Intereſts, or give you Me 

| | that he may have leave to ſerve you by 

| own Labour, and at his farther Expence; ! 

will think himſelf at Liberty to make Rg 

ſals: He will find no Difficulty in himſelf t 

thoſe, who have before ſold themſelves ! 

their Country: Nor can you have any! 
or Pretence to reprove one that does ſo. 


Mil 
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Miſtake not, my Countrymen, in believing 
ar Men in your Condition and Circumſtances 
too low for the Scythe, and that you can 
rink out of publick Misfortunes. For you, 
ntlemen, are the firſt Principles of Wealth 
d Power. From your Labour and Induſtry 
iſes all that can be called Riches, and by 
ur Hands it muſt be defended : Kings, No- 
ity, Gentry, Clergy, Lawyers, and milita- 
Ofkcers, do all ſupport their Grandeur by 
ur Sweat and Hazard, and in Tyrannical 
ernments upon the Peoples Spoils : They 
re riot upon the Subſiſtance of the poor Peo- 
, whoſe Poverty is their Riches, In corrupt 
miniſtrations, your Superiors of all Kinds 
ke Bargains, and purſue Ends at the pub- 
k Expence, and grow rich by making the 
ople poor. f | 
You feel the firſt Effects of tyrannical Go- 
nment, and Great Men are generally made 
Inſtruments of it, and reap the Advantages. 
orbitant Taxes, want of Trade, Decay of 
nufactures, Diſcouragement of Induſtry, 
olence and Oppreſſion of Soldiers, Exactions 
Civil Officers, Ignorance, Superſtition, and 
fotry, are all the conſtant Concomitants of 
ranny, and always produce it, and are pro- 
ed by it. And all theſe terrible Evils muſt 
moſt ſignally upon the middle and inferiour 
nks of Mankind: There muſt be a great 
mber of Slaves to furbiſh up one grand Mo- 
ch, and the poor People muſt be thoſe 
es. He muſt engage many in his Intereſt, 
re he can eſtabliſh a Power which deſtroys 


reſt; and all theſe Many muſt be ſupported, 
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and have their Condition better'd by { 
Change; and all this Charge and Expencet 
wretched, People muſt work for and pay. 
Forget therefore, Gentlemen, the Palit 1 
 knaviſh Diſtinction of High Church and 
Church, Whig and Tory; Sounds which contin 
in your Mouths when the Meaning of then 
gone, and are now only uſed to ſet you ty 
ther by the Ears, that Rogues may pick yt 
Pockets. I own my ſelf to be one of tha 
whom one Side in Reſpect, and the other 
Contumely, call Whigs ; and yet I never d 
courſed with a candid and ſenſible Tory, vi 
did not concur with me in Opinion, when! 
explained our Intentions. We both agreed 
our Notions of old Engliſh Liberty, in a Pa 
for Freedom to our ſelves, and ro procure 
for every one elſe : We were both for prek 
ving the Engliſh Monarchy, and the Ly 
Conſtitution of the National Church aga 
its enthuſiaſtick Friends and Enemies; and w 
for giving Liberty of Conſcience to thoſe, vl 
through a prejudiced Education, or, as wel 
lieved, a leſs Ca _ of Judging, wer ſo 
happy as to think differently from our ſelves 
an Affair which concerned us not, and which 
had nothing to do with. 

We both honoured and reſolved to pref 
upon the Throne our moſt Excellent Soven 
King GEORGE, and to endeavour to con! 
him a glorious King over honeſt Men, 
Freemen ; and not to attempt to make 
what he ſcorns to be made, a Patron of ! 
fites, and a Lord of Slaves: And we thou 
"we could not ſhew our Duty to him 

| off 
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F-Qually, than in bringing to exemplary Pu- 
ment, all who had betrayed him and us: 
e wiſhed the old Names of Diſtinction and 
action buried deep as the Center, and nothing 
ard in their Room, but Court and Country, 
roteſtant and Papiſt, Freemen and Slaves. It 
ill lie at your Door, Gentlemen, to put an 
nd to the above filly and wicked Gibberiſh. 
hooſe thoſe who have no Intereſt to continue 
and it will not be continued. | 
Conſider, my dear Friends and Countrymen, 
hat I have ſaid, and think what you are do- 
g, while you are raiſing Hue and Cry after 
len who will betray you; while you are 
nding afar for Courtiers, for Directors of Bub- 
es, * Company-men, and publick Pick- 
ckets, to repreſent you; while you are giving 
d, perhaps for ever, to the Mercy of Blood- 
ckers, your honeſt Induſtry, and the juſt 
ofits of your Trade, for a poor momentary 
are of their infamous Plunder ; and thereby 
inging a Canker upon your Subſiſtence, and 
e juſt Reſentment of Heaven upon your En- 
vours. Shew your ſelves once, and once 
all, Britons and Freemen, and not foreign 
d faleable Slaves; ſhew that you know how 
honour your King, and yet to keep your 
berties ; that you obey him out of Choice, 
d not out of ſervile Fear ; that you know 
ma” to diſtinguiſh your Loyalty to _ Prince, 
bm a blind Submiſſion to his and your own 
rVants; and that you can make your Duty to 
m conſiſtent with a vigorous Reſolution to 
noa niſb all who betray him and you, | 
f you did but know, Gentlemen, how you 
uſed above, by thoſe who think it worth 
| H 2 their 
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their Time to flatter you below, and to yy 
Faces, you would not want my Advice 2 
Admonitions. You are called the Mobb, 
Canal, the ſtupid Herd, the Dregs and Bei 
of the People, and your Intereft is nen 
thought of by thoſe Men, who thus miſcal yo 
Men who have no more Wit, and much | 
Honeſty than your ſelves; and Men who: | 
ſolence and Saucineſs are owing to Weil 
which they have plundered from you. It 
ends now upon your ſelves, whether you v 
deſerve theſe baſe and reproachful Names, 
not; ſhew that you are Men, and you will! 
uſed like Men; but if you ſell your ſelves ih 
the Beaſts in the Field, the Purchaſers will hs 
a Right to fell you again, and make hom 
Gains out of a villainous Bargain. 
For my own Particular, ] cannot give u 
ſelf leave to deſpair of you, becauſe I muſt 
the ſame time deſpair of old Engliſh Liber 
You are our Alpha and Omega, our firſt and 
Reſource ; and when your Virtue is gone, i 
is gone. It is true, you have a wiſe and vi 
ous Prince at preſent, who will not take 
vantage of your Follies, and you may depe 
upon the ſame Security from his Son: Butne 
ther he nor his Son, nor his Family, are [mm 
tal; and therefore, I hope you will act wiſt 
and truſt to your ſelves alone. But whatever pu 
Gentlemen, you ſhall think fit to take, jt 
ſhall not do it blindfold, and in the Dark. J. 
ſhall have the fair and dark Side of your Ct 
duct laid before you, and then you may chi 
whether you will be Freemen or Vaſſals; wi 
ther you will ſpend your own Money 
Eſtates, or let others worſe than you {pt 
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em for you: Methinks the Choice ſhould be 
afy. You ſhall hear more from me upon this 
ubject, and you may believe me, | 


GENT LEMEN, 
Tour very ſincere and 
moſt affettionate humble Servant. 


"PF — 22 — 
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A Second Letter to the Engliſh Freeholders.. 


GENTLEMEN, . 


ou are born to Liberty, and it is yous 
L Intereſt and Duty to preferve it. The 
onſtitution you live under is,a mixed Monar- 
where your Governors have every Right to 
rotect and defend you, and none to injure 
d oppreſs you. Ybu have a large Share it 
je Legiflature gu have the ſole Power over 
pur own Purſes; and you have an undoubted 
ight to call to Account and puniſh the Inſtru- 
ents of your Oppreſſion: But it depends up- 
your ſelves. alone to make thefe Rights of 
urs, theſe noble Privileges, of uſe to you. 
e beſt Laws give no Security if they are not 
ecuted, but indeed become worſe than no- 
ws ; and they never will be executed, unleſs 
oſe who are entruſted with the Execution of 
em have an Intereſt in their Execution. 
All Men defire naturally Riches and Power ; 
d almoſt all Men will take every Method, 
ſt or unjuſt, to attain them. Hence the Dirh- 
ty of governing Men, and of inſtituting a 
—_— * Govern 
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large their own. Dominion will always del 
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Government equally proper to reſtrain the 
and protect them; and hence the Inſufficieng 
of ſimple Forms of Government, to provid 
for the Happineſs and Security of Societe 
An Arbitrary Prince will quickly grow into 
Tyrant; the uncontroul'd Dominions of f 
Nobles will as certainly produce Oligarch, 
the Tyranny of a Few ; that is, Pride. Con 
bination, and Rapine in the Sovereign, : 
Miſery and Dejection in the Many; and d 
unreſtrained Licentiouſneſs of the Multitu 
will beget Confuſion and Anarchy, To provi 
againſt theſe certain and eternal Evils, mix 
Forms of Government were invented, wh 
Dominion and Liberty are ſo equally tempem 
and ſo mutually checked one by another, i 
neither of them can have Intereſt and Far 
enough to opprels the other. 

Theſe Inſtitutions have provided againſt m 
ny Evils, but not againſt all; for, whilſt Me 
continue in this State of Degeneracy, that! 
whilſt Men are Men, Ambition, Avarice, at 
Vanity, and other Paſſions, will govern the 
Actions; and in ſpight of all Equity and Re 
ſon, they will be ever uſurping, or _ 
to uſurp upon the Liberty and Fortunes of 0 
another, and all Men will be itriving to 


Increaſe, and Property always to preſerve! 
ſelf; and theſe oppoſite Views and Interti 
will be cauling a perpetual Struggle : But | 
this Struggle Liberty is preſerved, as Water 
kept ſweet by Motion. 4 

The Nature and Reaſon of this ſort of 6 


vernment, is to make the ſeveral Parts of 
contro 
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antroul and counterpoiſe one another, and fo 
ep all within their proper Bounds. The In- 
reſt of the Magiſtracy, which is the Lot and 
ortion of the Great, is to prevent Confuſion, 
hich levels all Things: The Intereſt of the 
Ldy of the People, is ro keep Power from 
hppreſſion, and their Magiſtrates from chang- 
g into Plunderers and wiurderers ; and the 
tereſt of the ſtanding Senate, which is, or 
ucht to be compoſed of Men diſtinguiſhable 
r their Fortunes and Abilities, is to avoid 
uin and Diſſolution from either of theſe Ex- 
mes: So that, to preſerve Liberty, all theſe 
ordinate Powers muſt be kept up in their 

hole Strength and Independency. 
Names will not defend you, Gentlemen, 
hen the Thing ſignified by them is gone. 
de Emperors of Rome were as abſolute with 
ke Shew of a Senate, and the Appearance of 
de Peoples chuſing their Prætors, Tribunes, 
d other Officers of the Commonwealth, as 
e Eaſtern Monarchs are now without theſe 
eming Checks, end this Shew of Liberty: 
nd in ſome Reſpects they were more ſecure, 
the Infamy of their Tyranny was ſhared by 
eſe Aﬀſerhblies, and the Advantages were all 
eit own ; and the Condition of the People 
25 rather the worſe for theſe Mock Magi- 
rates and pretended Repreſentatives, who, 
der the Colour and Title of the Protectors 
the People, were, at the Peoples Expence, 
e real Helpers and Partakers'of the Tyrant's 
liquity. The Kings of France have Parlia- 
ents, but Parliaments which dare not diſpute 
cir Royal Pleaſure; and the poor People 
„ © 
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would not fare one Jot the better, if th 
Parliaments were bribed not to diſpute it. 

This wretched Caſe, Gentlemen, will 
yours, and the wretched Caſe of your Pd 
rity, if ever an ambitious Prince and deſign 
Miniſter ſhall hereafter be able:to corrupt 
awe your Reprefentatives. And what 
wicked Bargains are then made, will be ny 
at your Expence, and you muſt pay then 
rible Reckoning at laſt. You have a King 

reſent, from whom you have none of th 
Things to fear. But, alas! Gentlemen, h 
few Titus's and Trajans were there found 
mongſt the Roman Emperors ! and how fewe 
England ſhew ſince the Conqueſt ! It requi 
therefore your beſt Thoughts and moſt vy 
rous Reſolutions to preſerve your Conſtitut 
intire in all its Parts, without ſuffering any. 
Part to prevail fo far over the other, as to 
duce it, in Effect, though not in Name, u 
timple Form of Government, which is alvt 
Any. It will be all one to you, wh 
this is brought about by Confederacy or 
Force. Whatever be the villainous Me 
Violence, Oppreſſion, and every Rank of E 
will be the End. 

In order to this honeſt or publick Del 
you ought to chuſe Repreſentatives, whoſe! 
tereſts are at preſent the ſame with your 0 
and likely ro continue the ſame; Repreſe 
tives, who are not already pre-ingaged, 
from their Circumſtances, Education, Prot 
fion, or Manner of Life, likely to be engaf 
in a contrary Intereſt. He will prove bu 
| forry Advocate, who takes Fees from your 

ver 
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ary; and as indifferent a Plenipotentiary;. 
ho receives a Penſion from the Prince whom 
is commiſſioned to treat with: Nor can 
ere be any Security in the Fidelity of one, 
ho can find it more his Intereſt to betray you, 
an to ſerve you faithfully. | 
Virtue and Vice will be but ill ballanced}. 
en Power and Riches. are thrown into the 
ong Scale. A great Proteſtant Peer of 
ance, having changed his Religion in Com- 
lance with his Maſter, Henry the Fourth of 
ance, who had changed too, was ſoon after 
ed by that Monarch publickly, which of 
e two Religions he thought the beſt 7 The 
weſtant, Sir, undoubtedly ij the beſt, ſaid the Peer, 
your own Royal Confeſſion ;, ſince in the Exchange 
it, your Majeſty has given me Popery, and 4 
arſhal's Staff to boot, Where Boot is given, 
re is always a tacit Confeſſion that the Ex- 
ange is unequal” without it. Chuſe not there- 
re ſuch who are likely to truck away your” 
berties for an Equivalent to themſelves, and 
ſell you to thoſe againſt- whom. it is their 
ty to defend you: When their Duty is in. 
e Scale, and a Thoufand Pounds a Year, or- 
re, or even leſs, is thrown into the contrary” 
ale, you may eaſily gueſs, as the World goes, 
the Ballance is like to turn. 
It is the Right and Duty of the FreeFolderss . - 
d Burghers of Great. Britain, to examine in- 
the Conduct, and to know the Opinions ard? 
tentions of fuch as offer themſelves to their- 
oice. How can any of them be truly repre- 
ted, when they know not who repreſents: 
Mm? And as it was always their Right; they- 
H. 5 hadl 


CATOs LETTERS. r79 


ecrable Bargains, which affect and involve 
du all in their Conſequences, ought they not 
be treated like publick Enemies, as indeed 
ey are, and be hunted from amengſt you? 
have often wondered how a little contempti- 
e Corporation, confilting, as ſome of them 
>, of Broom-makers, Hedge-breakers, and 
cep-ſtealers, could ſtand the Looks and Re- 
kes of a rich and honeſt Neighbourhood, 
er theſe dirty Rogues had openly ſold at 
e Market-Crvſs, perhaps for Forty Shillings 
piece, not only their own Liberties, but, as 
r as in them lay, the Liberties of that rich 
eighbourhood, and of all England. . Such 
leable Vermin ought to be treated as Perſons 
communicate, as the Peſts and Felons of 
ciety, which they would fell for Porridge : 
nd if proper Abhorrence were every where 
kewn towards them, and no Commeree held 
ih them, they would ſoon grow honeft out 
Neceſlity ; or if they did not, they might 
ſtly fear, like guilty Cain, that every Man 
dey met would kill them. If this Method 
as taken, it would cure Corruption of this 
ind: Let thoſe who ſel] their Country be 
ery where renounced and ſhun'd by their 
eighbourhood and thei Country, and fuck 
ale will ſoon be over. > | 
The, Majority of you, Gentlemen, are yet 
corrupted : Indeed none but a few of the 
orlt and pooreſt of you are yet corrupted. 
he Body of the Freeholders know not what 
is to take Money; and chuſe their Repre- 
ntatives from amongſt themſelves, and from 
thorough Acquaintance, either with the Men 
ur 
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or with their Characters. The little beggyf 
Boroughs only are the Pools of Corruptin 
with them, Money is Merit, and full of N 
commendation. They engage for Men wi 

out knowing their Names, and chuſe the 
fometimes without ſeeing their Faces ; andy 

their Members, when they are choſen, are 
good as yours; that is, their Votes are as god 
It is in your Power, Gentlemen, and in th 
of your honeſt Neighbours, to cure this mig 
ty Evil, which has hitherto Been incuraty 
r not ſuffered to be cured. They are bu 

w, and an inconſiderable few, in Compari 
of you; and cannot live without you, thoy 
you can without them. 

Fry the Expedient which I propoſe ; ns 
ther buy nor ſell with thoſe Reprobate Mera 
naries, who ſell themſelves and you: Conſid 
how much it imports- you ; your All is « 
cern'd in it. This is not a Diſpute abo 
Dreams or Speculations, which affect not ya 
Property; but it is a Diſpute whether you ſh 
have any Property, which theſe Weich 
throw away, by chuſing for the Guardians 
Property Men whom they know not, or vi 
are only known to them by a very bad Toke 
that of having corruſed them. 

Lay not out your Money with thoſe wi 
for Maney fell your Liberties, which is 
oaly Source of your Money, and of all 1 
Happineſs. you enjoy. Remember how, wh 
your All is at Stake, as it always is in 
Election of thoſe who are either to guard, « 
to give up your All; 1 ſay, remember, bo 
wantonly and blindiy upon oa, thek 

| retchK 
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retches ſurrender themſelves, and you, and 
our All, and all England, to the beſt Bidder, 
ithout knowing, often, who he is, What 
ercy do theſe cruel Slaves deſerve at your 


ands ? The moſt horrible Thing that they 
an do againſt you and your Poſterity, they 


0, | 
When Hannibal had gained his laſt and 
reateſt Battle againſt the Remans, and many 
f the Nobility were deliberating about leavin 
me, the young Scipio entred the Room wit 
is Sword drawn, and obliged every Man pre- 
t, to bind himfelf with an Oath not to de. 
rt their Country. And will:you, Gentlemen, 
fer the little Hireling Inhabirants of Bo- 
dughs, who receive from you and your. Neigh- 
urs their daily Bread; will you, can. you 
fer them to betray you, to give up your 
ortunes, and to comprehend you as they do, 
the Sale they make of Themſelves ? Do you 
ot know how much you are at the Mercy of 
eir Honeſty, how much it depends upon 
eir Breath whether you are to be Freemen 
Slaves : And yet will you ſtand ſtupidly by, 
d ſee them truck you away for looſe Gui- 
as? Would you allow the Common Laws 
Neighbourhood to ſuch as ſteal or plunder 
our Goods, rob you of your Money, ſeize 
our Houſes, drive you from your Poſſeſlions, 
ſlave your Perſons, and ſtarve your Families? 
o ſure, you would not. And yet will you, 
d can you: continue to treat as Neighbours 
d Friends, thoſe raſh, wicked, and mercileſs 
rofligates; who, as far as in them lies, would 
ing upon you and' your Poſterity, all ne 
ac 


hom, and for what Ends. Thoſe who owe 
heir whole Figure, and Fortune, and Force 
o Corruption, rather than part with it, ſeem 
letermined to ſee the Nation conſumed and 
xriſh in it. Your Help muſt be from God 
ind your ſelves ; be honeſt, and make your 
cighbours honeſt ; both are in your Power, 
nd | glory that they are. As you love your 
iberties, exerciſe your Virtue; they depend 
pon it. Remember the true but diſmal Pic- 
ure I have given you of Slavery and arbitrary 


uous, ſcorn Bribes, and abhor the Man that 
fers them, and expoſe him. Conſider him 
s an accurſed Tempter, and a barbarous Ra- 
rider, who would buy you out of your Inte- 
Fi, and fpoil you of your Liberties. 

ive me leave now, Gentlemen, to mark 
but to you more particularly, what fort of Men 
ou ought not to chuſe : Chuſe not. thoſe who 
ive at a great Diſtance from you, and whoſe 
abilities, Probity, and Fortunes are not well 
own to you. When you have choſen them, 
t Will be too late to know them. Chuſe not 
he eldeſt Sons of Noblemen, who muſt be na- 
urally in the Intereſt of the Nobility, as the 
obility generally are in the Intereſt of the 
burt, whatever it be. Reject Bigots of all 
inds, and Sides: Thoſe Men, whoſe Minds 
re ſhut up in Band boxes, and who walk upon 
tilts, have not Thoughts large enough for go- 
erning Society. Even their Honeſty, when 
hey have any, is uſeleſs to the Publick ; and 
often, on the contrary, made an ill Inſtru- 
nent in the. Hands of thoſe who have none. 
Reject 


power; and if you would avoid them, be vir- * 
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Reje& alſo all timorous, fearful, and daſtarj 
Spirits; Men, who having good Principles 
ther dare not own them, or dare not act; 
cording to them, Chuſe not Men who x 
noted for Non-Attendance, and who have by 
Members of Parliaments, without waiti 
upon the Buſineſs of Parliament; Men, ul 
will probably be engaged in a Fox-Chace, i 
a Tavern, or in other debauch'd Houſes, th 
the Kingdom were undoing. . While ya 
Happineſs or Miſery depends ſo much up! 
the Breath of your Repreſentatives ; it is « 
great Importance to you, that their Attenl 
ance be as conſtant as their Behaviour is honek 
What Excufe can they offer for themſelw 
when by their wanton Abſence, a Vote 
paſs which may coſt you Millions? We kno 
what bold Advantages have been taken in forme 
Parliaments, of a thin Houſe, to raiſe g 
and unexpected Sums from the Nation, 
enable its worſt Foes to carry on an'-unna 
Conſpiracy againſt it. 

Reject with Indignation thoſe Men, who, 
the late execrable South. Sea Conſpiracy, toi” ? 
Stock for Votes; and for an infamous Pr 
in Stock, vored your Liberties, and Purſes, i 
to the mercileſs Claws of the South-Sea Tn 
tors, and are ſince many of them juſtly 
done by-the Bargain. And think you, 
tlemen, that theſe Men who could ſell the 
Country, when they had a Stake in it, v 
not ſell it for leſs, when they have none? . 
ought to add to the ſame Claſs, and treat 
tte fame Manner, all thoſe who headed 1 


abel 
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»tted that deſtructive Scheme, or endea- 
ured to protect thoſe who did fo. it 
You are to be particularly careful, that thoſe 
u chuſe be duly qualified according to Law, 
d that no Deceit is practiſed in obtaining 
mporary Qualifications. You ought to en- 
ire into their Eſtates, and how they came 
them; and if they have none, as many 
ho ſtand Candidates, I am told, have not, 
du may gueſs who ailiſts them, and what 
ppeful Services are expected from them. 
ch Men you may be fure will never ſpeak 
dur Senſe in Parliament nor even their 
n, if they have any ; nor be ſuffered to 
nfule your Intereſt. They muſt work for 
cir Maſters againſt you, who ought to be 


Neither can you expect to be well ſerved by 
ſen, whofe Eſtates are embarked in Compa- 
es: They themſelves will be engaged with 
eir Fortunes in the particular Intereſt of ſuch 
ompanies, Which-are always againſt the In- 
reſt of general Trade ; and they will be but 
bo apt to fall into the Juggling and Artifices 
Courts, to raiſe their Stock to imaginary 
alues A certain and known Method to 
omote Cheating, and to fink Trade. 

Shun lIikewife all thoſe who are in the Way 
Ambition; a Paſſion which is rarely grati- 
d by Integrity, and an honeſt Zeal for your 
pood ; ſhun all Men of narrow Fortunes, 
ſho are not for your Purpoſe, from obvious 
eaſons ; ſhun all Lawyers, who have not 
abliſhed Practice or good Eſtates, and who 
e conſequently more liable to 9 

| an 
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and whom the Court has more Means of g 
rupting, than other Men; ſhun all Men 
volved in Debt, all Men of ill Morals, x 
debauched and diſhoneſt Lives, all Gameſts 
and all Men who ſpend more than their! 
come. Their Extravagance makes them | 
ceſſitous, and their Neceſlities make thy 
venal. | | 

We do not ordinarily truſt a Man with 
| ſmall Sum without a Note, or Mortgage, 
Bond; and ſuch Security is but reafonahli 
and is it not as reafonable, that, when 
truſt Men with all we have, as we do our[ 
preſentatives, we ought to ſeek and procure 
the Security which the Nature of the Thi 
will admit? Would it not be direct Madn 
to truſt our All, our whole accumulative Pt 
tion in this Life, to thoſe whom no Man wo 
in a private Way, truſt for Five Shilling 
Call to mind, Gentlemen, whether ſome | 
you have never formerly made ſuch a raſh a 
dangerous Choice; and for God's Sake me 
it now. | 

I ſuppoſe thus far you will all agree wi 
me; as I dare ſay you will, when I tell j 
that the Gentlemen of the Sword are not pn 
per Repreſentatives of a People, whoſe Gi 
Conſtitution abhors ſtanding Armies, and 
not ſubſiſt under them. The Fortunes and 
pectations of theſe Gentlemen, depend un 
obſerving the Word of Command; and i 
but natural they ſhould ſupport Power in vb 
they are Sharers. You muſt not thereforee 
pect that they will ever concur in a Vote, 


an Addreſs, to disband or reduce themſelve 
Den - howen 
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Perſon, to vote or to forbear voting, and 
made for ever incapable of holding any 
plo ment under the Crown. If you find th 
uſy and intermeddling in this Election, t 
the Advantage the Law gives.you, and ſe 
honeſtly put in Execution againſt them: | 
fides, ſuch Conduct of theirs, and Profecut 

of yours, may give Occaſion to a new 
with more terrible Penalties upon that for 
Men, whom our Misfortunes have made 
merous. | 
For a Concluſion. Conſider, Gentlemen, ( 
conſider what you are about, and whether j 
will bring Life or Death upon us. Oh! uM tc 
Care of your ſelves, and of us All: We 
all in your Hands, and ſo at preſent are jt 
Repreſentaxives ; but very quickly the S 
will be ſhifted, and both you and we will be 
theirs. Do not judge of them by their prel 
humble Speeches and condeſcending Carriag 
but think what they are like to be when f 
are no longer under your Eye, when they 
no longer ſuing to you, nor want you. 
humble Creatures, who now bow down bet 
you, will ſoon look down upon you—0 
chuſe ſuch as are likely to do it with moſt! 
and Tenderneſs, and are moſt likely to re 
you of thoſe Burdens under which we all | 
| groan, and under which we mult certal 
ink never to riſe again, if we are not relieve 
I am, Gentlemen, with exceeding Sincen 


and all good Wiſhes, 
Your moſt affectionate humble Serv 
| $1 


CATO's LETTERS. 189 


— — 


| 


— 


IA. 
de firſt Riſe and Beginning of States, a 
rough and unhewn Virtue, a rude and ſava 
rceneſs, and an unpoliſhed Paſſion for Li- 
ry, are the Qualities chiefly in Repute : To 
e ſucceed military Accompliſhments, do- 
tick Arts and Sciences, and ſuch political 
owledge and Acquirements, as are — 
make States great and formidable Abroad, 
to preſerve Equality and domeſtick Hap- 
eſs and Security at Home ; and laſtly, when 
e are attained, follow Politeneſs, ſpeculative 
owledge, moral and experimental Philoſo- 
y, with other Branches of Learning, and the 
ole Train of the Muſes. whe: N 
he Romans were long Maſters of the Arts of 
pr and Policy, before they knew much of the 
belliſhments of Letters. ; 


erns enim Grecis admovit acumina Chartis, 
t, poſt Punica Bella, quietus querere cepit, 


uid Sophocles & Theſpis, & Æſchilus utile ferrent. 


eſe were the Effects of Eaſe, Leiſure, Se- 
ty, and Plenty, and the Productions of Men 
red from the Hurry and Anxieties of War, 
ſequeſtered from the Tumults of the World; 
Men not ruffled by Diſappointment, nor 
ed with the Noiſe of foreign Invaſions, or 
urbed with civil Tumults ; and of Men not 

| diſtreſſed 
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diſtreſſed by Want, or wholly employed vi 
the Cares of Life, and ſolicitous for a Sup 
to themſelves and Families ; 


—preter laudem nullius avaris, 


3 1 ö 
The Romans had ſecured their Conqueſts, 
ſettled their Power, before they grew fond 
the Ornaments of Life. 
How ſhould my Memmius have Time to re 
. When by his Anceſtors fam'd Glory led 
To Noble Deeds, he muſt eſpouſe the Cauſe 
Of his dear Country's Liberties and Laws ? 
Amongſt rough Wars how can Verſe ſmoothly | 
Or midſt ſuch Storms the learned Laurel gi 


L. Memmius was one of the principal Men 
Rome, and yet ſo late as the taking of Cor 
he was ſo ignorant in the polite Arts, thatw 
he was Shipping off the glorious Spoils of 
great City of Rome, he ridiculouſly threat 
the Maſters of the Veſſels, that if they bn 
or loſt any of the Statues, Paintings, or of. 
other curious Greek Monuments, they ſhould 
abliged to get others made in their Room ati 
proper Expence. | 
But the Romans quickly improved. in ti 
Taſte, and quickly grew fond of Work 
Genius of every Kind, having now Leiſure 
admire them, and Encouragement to imi 
them. And the Greeks, from whom the R 
had them, were firſt great in Power, and 1i 
civil Oeconomy was excellently eſtablili 
before they grew eminent in Politenels 
Learning. | 
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r ncither will the ſingle Invitations of 
are and Eaſe, prove ſufficient to engage 
en in the Purſuits of Knowledge as far as it 
be purſued. Other Motives muſt be thrown 
they muſt find certain Protection and En- 
ragements in ſuch Purſuits, and proper Re- 
ids at the End of them. The Laurel is 
en the chief Cauſe of the Victory. The 
ks, who encouraged Learning and the Sci- 
es more, and preſerved them longer, than 
people ever did, kept ſtated, publick and 
eral Aſſemblies, on Purpofe for the Trial 
| Encouragement of Wit and Arts, and for 
diſtinguiſhing of thoſe who profeſſed them; 
thither reſorted all who had any Preten- 
thatWay, or had engaged in Performances 
that Kind ; and all the moſt illuſtrious Men 
Greece, the Nobility, the Magiſtracy, and 
Ambaſſadors of Princes, and ſometimes 
nces themſelves, were the Auditors and 
ges: By theſe Merit was diſtinguiſhed, the 
ntention for Glory decided, and the Victory 
lared, and by theſe the Rewards of it were 
owed, Thus glorious was the Price of 
elling, and thus equitable, publick, and 
d was the Fame of it. It is therefore no 
onder that it was courted by the Greeks with 
uch Ardour and Application, as the ehief 
enities in a State are courted by others. And 
ſdering how ſtrong were the Stimulations of 
Greeks to ſtudy, Horace might well ſay, 


— 


raijs Ingenium, Graijs dedit ore rotundo 
1 logui „„ —— 


Before 
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89 # 6 A 1 Fa. f __ 2 ˙ . 1 
Gracia capta ferum viflortm cepit, & artes _ 
Intulit agreſti Latio— 


'# 
5 


e fierce Romans ſubdued Greece by their 
ms; and Greece made ruſtick T:aly a Captive 


f 
er to poſſeſs. tem; and manly © 
"vere 0 by ogy | Pal 


rit of the People, like that of their State, 
— Liberty, which no Power 


6 


Ho, N : 
# £ „Aimee. 3 3 
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That Knowledge, and thoſe Accompll 
ments, which ereate rye” inſtead 0 
lauſe, and Danger inſtead of Reward, willy 
t rarely and faintly purſued; and tor t 
moſt part not at all. No Man will take gr 
Pains, ſpend his Youth and loofe'his Pleaſuꝶ 
to purchaſe Infamy or Puniſhment: And the 
fore when ſuch Obſtacles are thrown in | 
Way, he will take Counſel of Self. love, x 
cquieſce in the faſhionable Stupidity, andy 
gilded and thriving Folly to dangerous 4 
forbidden Wiſdom. 
Ignorance accompames Slavery, and is int 
duced by it. People who live in Freedom 
think with Freedom ; but when the Mind 
enſlaved by Fear, and the Body by Chu 
Inquiry and Study will be at an End. M 
will not purſue dangerous Knowledge, | 
venture their Heads to improve their Und 
ſtandings. Beſides, their Spirits, dejected i 
Servitude and Poverty, will want Vigour 
well as Leiſure to cultivate Arts, and propa 
Truth, which is ever High-Treaſon agi 
Tyranny. Neither the Titles nor the Dee 
Tyrants will bear Examination; and d 
Power is concerned to ſtupify and deſtroy 
very Faculties of Reaſon and Thinking: 
can Reaſon travel far, when Force * 
are in the Way; and when Men dare not 
their Eyes will ſoon grow uſeleſs. 
"In Turk, Printing is forbid, left by its Me 
common Senſe might get the better of Violet 
and be too hard for the Imperial Butcher 
even Capital, and certain Death there, but 
reaſon freely upon their Alcoren— A ure 


2 
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Bot by Im Stupĩdi 
e 


d Janizaries, his Thron 
« vaſt, but thin Domiaions, know no Inhabi- 
ts but bar ignorant, and miſerable 


laves. | 
Nor is Printing in other Arbitrary Countries 
much uſe but to rivet their Chains: It is per- 
ited only on one Side, and made the further 
leans of Servitude. Even in Chriſtian Coun- 
its, under Arbitrary Princes, the People are 
the moſt part as ignorant 8 
gots as the Turks are. And as it is rare to 
d a Slave who is not a Bigot, no Man can 
w me a Bigot who is not an ignorant Slave; 
'Bigotry is. a Slavery of the Soul to certain 
gious Opinions, Fancies, or Stories, of which 
— knows little or nothing, and damns 
that do. 3 
The leaſt Cramp or Reſtraint upon Reaſon- 
and Inquiry of any Kind, will prove ſoon a 
iphty Bar in the Way to Learning, It is ve 
e, that all forts of Knowledge, at leaſt all 
zof ſublime and important Knowledge, are 
complicated and interwoven together, that it 
mpoſſible to ſearch into any Part of it, and 
trace the ſame with Freedom to its firſt Prin- 
les, without borrowing and taking in the 
Ip of moſt, if not all of the other Parts. 
ligion and Government, icularly, are at 
Beginning and End of every Thing, and 
the Sciences in the World the moſt neceſſary 
| important to be known; and as theſe are 
ee or lefs known, other Knowledge will be 
but portionably greater or ſmaller, or none: 


e where theſe cannot be freely examined, and 
- I 2 their 
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their Excellencies fearehed into and dnl 
ſtood, all other Wiſdohi will be mat 
and ineffectualꝭ and indefd ſcarce Worth 
ving „%% ee . N 
Now, in all Arbitrary Governments, 
under all created and impoſing Religions, i 
thing muſt be found true in rn „ Whit 
thwarts the received Scheme, an the upht 
moſt Opinions: The moſt evident mathemy 
cal Demonſtrations muſt nor diſprove-orthok 
Dogmaẽ's and eſtabliſhed Ideas; the fineſt pos 
cal Flights muſt be reſtrained and diſcourag 
when they would fly over the narrow Encloſ 
and Priſon Walls of Bigots: Nor muſt the 
the ſtrongeſt, and the moſt beautiful Reaſc 
dare to break through popular Prejudices 
attempt to contend with powerful and lucrat 
Uſurpation. A Biſhop was burned before 
Reformation, for diſcovering the World to! 
round ; and even in the laſt Century, thee 
cellent Galileo was put into the diſmal Pri 
of the Inquiſition, for maintaining the 
tion of the Earth round the Sun, as her C 
ter, Which ſtood ſtill. This Propoſition 
his, which he had demonſtrated, he was fort 
to recant, to fave his Life, and fatisfy't 
Church? i tf big . ond gre tf » ht 
Where Religion and Government are m 
deformed, as Religion ever is where tis f 
ported by Craft and Force, and Governmt 
ever is when vis maintained by Whips a 
Chains; there all Examination into either, 1 
all Reaſoning about them, is moſt ſtrictiy k 
bid and diſcouraged : And as one fort of | 
quiry and Knowledge begets another; 1 
* 1 U ' 
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able Leiſure and Revenues to ſupport them 
their Studies ; or they are Men invited x 
encouraged by the Prince to flatter his Pri 
and adminifter to his Pomp and Pleaſures, 
to recommend his Perſon and Power. | 
theſe Reaſans alone they are careſſed, protect 
and rewarded. They are endowed with 
Advantages of Freemen, merely to be the 
ſtruments of Servitude. They are a for 
Swiſs, hired to be the Guards of their pn 
Maſter's Fame, and to _—_— and vindiq 
all his Wickedneſs, Wildneſs, Ufurpatia 
Prodigalities and Follies. This therefore is 
worſt of all Proſtitutions, and the moſt imma 
of all fort of Slavery; as it is ſupporting $ 
vitude with the Breath of Liberty, and affa 
ing and mangling Li with her own We 
pans. A Creature that lets out his Genius 
hire, may ſometimes have a very good d 
bur he muſt have a vile and beggarly Soul, 
his Performances are at beſt but the baſeſt W 
of — for Alms. 1 | 
France could boaſt many Men of Witt 
Letters in the late Reign, tho? it was a "t 
ſevere one, and —_ infinite Evils upon 
France and Europe. ' theſe great Wits w 
many of them the Inſtruments and Paraſite 
Power, who bent the whole Force of th 
Genius to ſanctify domeſtick Oppreſſion 1 
foreign Uſurpation : Such were the Chara 
and Employment of Peliſſon, Boileau, Ri 
and ſeveral others. France ſaw at the fl 
Time ſeveral Churchmen of great and en 
Talents, ſuch as the late Archbiſhop of 


* 
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9, the Cardinal de Retz, Claude Foly, the 
eſent Abbot Vertot, and many more excellent 
en, all Lovers of Liberty, which by being 
hurchmen, they poſſeſs'd. | | 
But tho it be true that the late French King 
ouraged all forts of Learning, that contri- 
ted to the Grandeur of his Name and Court 
| did not contradict his Power, and courted 
reat Writers all over Eurepe, either to write 
r him, or not againſt him; yer the Nature 
f his Government was fo conſtant a Dowp 
don general Learning, that it was at la 
rought to a very low Paſs in that Kingdom, 
ren in his Time. Monheur Des Maizeaux 
ls us, in his Dedication of St. Evremond's - 
Vorks to the late Lord Hallifax, That the 
«t Genius's of France were, about the Time I 
teak of, ſo con ſtrained, à either to have forbore 
iting at all, or to have expreſſed what they thought 
balves ; That la Bruyere complains, that the - 
ſench are cramped in Satire; t Regis, the 
mous Philoſepher, ſolicited Ten Nears for 4 Li- 
ze to publiſh bis Courſe of Philoſophy, and as 
obtained it only on this Condition, to retrench 
batever 1 the Cenſors ; That Monſieur 
Fontenelle hath been obliged to depart from the 
nedom which he ufed in the fot Works be pub- 


— — 


* Claude Joly, Canon of Noſtre Dame, Paris, bath 
diſhed a Treatiſe, int ituled, Recueil de Mazimes verus- 
u & r pour Vinſtinition du Roy, contre la 
ule Politique du Cardinal Mazarin; wherein he > 
the Power of Kings is limited by. that of their Eflates 
| Parliaments ; and gives authentic Proof, that fuc 

the Original Conflicanion of the Government of. Frauce. 


lied in 1700. 
14 lifoed 
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Iifhed ; That but few of the preſent French 4 
thors diſtinguiſh themſelves either by their Learnixl 
or Wit; and that all this is to be attributed! 
the Nature of the Government; which is unqud 
ſtionably true. . des; 
What Mr. Des Maizeaux ſays upon this þ 
gument, is ſo judicious and juſt, that I fd 
orrow another Paragraph from the. ſame D 
dication. Liberty, ſays he, infpires a nobl 
and elevated Confidence, which nat 
«enlarges the Mind, and gives it an Emulz 
tion to trace out new Roads towards atta 
ing the Sciences; whereas a ſervile Depen 
ence terrihes the Soul, and fills the Mind 
„ with a timorous CircumſpeQion, that 
ders it mean and groveling, and even & 
* bars the Uſe of its moſt refined Natur: 
Talents Greece and Italy never had i 
- * luſtrious Writers, but whilſt they preſerve 
* their Liberty. The Loſs of that was fe 
, lowed by the Decay of Wit, and the Run 
* of polite Learning. Greece, formerly th 
«© Seat of the Muſes, is now involved in 
* frightful Barbarity, under the Slavery of the 
Ottoman Empire; and Italy, which under tix 
Influence o a Senate, was fo fruitful 1 
great and learned Men, now ſubject to the 
„Tribunal of the Inquifition, produces 1 
*. confiderable-Works of Erudition or Polite 
neſs. | — OE. 

All the great Genius's who lived in the Da 
of Auguſtus, were born and. educated in tht 
Days of Liberty; and he borrowed from the 
Commonwealth all the Ornaments of his Cour 
and Empire, In ſpight of all his boaſted Talt 


- * * 
e 
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Letters, and the Encouragement he gave 
hem, I. do. not femember one extraordinarF 
enius bred undes his Inflyence : On the con- 
rary, all that were ſd, died in his Time, with- 
leaving any Succeſſors. Quidquid Romana 
india habet quod inſolenti Græciæ aut opponat 
preferat, circa Qiceronem effloruit. Omnia 
genia que lusem ſtudiis noſtris attulerunt tunc 
6: ſunt., In deferius Meinde quoridie data res 
„ ſays deneca the Father. Every Improve. 
ment in the Raman Eloquence, which either 
equals or excells that of Greece, flouriſhed 
in the Time of Cicero; and all the great 
Wits, that now animate and direct our Stu- 
dies, were then born. But ever ſince then. 
hy: decays,z. and grows lower and 
oe PO Ei RTE IDS TAK eee 
This Decay hegan in-the Time of Auguſtus, 
ho began his Reign with butchering Cicero, 
Patron, his Father, and his Friend, and 
Prodigy of Roman me and Learning; | 
d that Decay encreaſed ſo faſt, that from - 
e firſt Reman Emperor to the laſt, for the 
ace. of about Five: Hundred Years, the great 
ty of Rome did not produce five great Ge- 
ws; and thoſe that it did-produce, were pro- 
d near the Times of Liberty, when they 
re yet warmed: with its Memory, and be- 
re the Tyrants had yet Time utterly to abe- 
all that was good, though they made infi- 
e Haſte. Tacitus was their laſt great Hiſto- 
„ and Juvenal their laſt great Poet, both 
llonate Adorers of Liberty. It is melan- 
ey what the former fays upon this Subject, 
a ielatum apud Actium, atque omnem. poteſt g- 


F 
1 
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tem ad unum conferre pacis interfuit, magus i 
ingenia ceſſtre. The had no longer 
great Genius's than while they were free. 
The Greeks preſerved Learning ſome Ti 
after the — \ 33 it; for tho' f 
were conque y the yet ma 
the Greek Cities were el 55 enjoy the 
ancient Liberties and Laws, and they paid 
ly an eaſy Homage, and no Troops were q 
tered among them, as in the other Proving 
However, as they were at the Mercy off 
reign Maſters, the Vigour of their Spirit 
gone, and they produced but few good 
thors ; Dion and Plutarch are the chief. | 
the Obſervation of the learned, polite, andi 
genious Author of the Reflexions Critiques ſu 
Poefie & ſur la Peinture, t Greece had m 
great Men of all Kinds in the Age of 
alone, when its Liberties flouriſhed; than in 
the many Ages between Perſeus, the laſt Ki 
of Macedon, and the taking of Conftantinopl 
the Turks, amounting to Seventeen Hun 
Years. . 
The ſeveral Attempts made by Veſpaſi 
#ns, and Trajan, to reſtore Learning, pn 
'almoſt vain. The Muſes, who, frightened 
Tyranny, were now fled out of the Wa 
could not be allured back to Rome, | 
Baſeneſs, Terrors, and Servitude had | 
reigned, and where their Seats were filled 
pedantick Praters, and by 1 and hj 
critical Philoſophers: For, the Itch and! 


of Learning ſtill ſubſiſted; and therefore $ 
ſays, ut emnium rerum, ſic literat um quoqit 
temperantia laboramus. 
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The Root of the Evil remained, and the 
mpire of mere Will had uſurped the Fhrone 
f the Laws, and the Place of Learning. The 
-nius, that bold and glerious Genius, infpir d 
Liberty, was gone; and the T'ryat to re-. 
ore Learning without reſtoring Liberty, only - 

ed to ſhew that they who would do Good 
>» Community, which is ill: conſſitute or 
vrrupted, muſt either begin with the Govern- 
ent, and alter or feform that, or deſpais of 
cceſs.. All that the beſt Roman Emperors; 
ould at laſt do, was, not to butcher nor op- 
eſs their People; which yet they could nct 
ſtrain: their Miniſters from doing. - Mucianus 
ackened the Reign of Veſpaſian by his Pride, 

ſolence, and Cruelties; and the Miniſters 
Nerva, under Colour of puniſbing the In- 
mers. a Crew of Rogues licenſed and en 
uraged by the former Emperors, to enſnare 

« deſtroy their dreadful Foes, the hunocent 
d Virtuous, made Uſe of that good, Prince's 

thority and his Hatred of thefe Vermin, to- 
niſh, plunder, kill, and ruin many of the 
ſt Men in Rome, - © 

The Government, the arbitrary ſingle Go 

mment, had long diſcouraged. and baniſhedi 

ery Thing that was good, and with the reſt,, 

anng irretrievably. 


Lam; &C.. 


* N. 0 4 p — 
i * a . . . 
4 * * 5 ” = * Y \ 
. % * ES .* 9 * 


** 


204 CAT Us LETTERS. 


2 * 


, 
88 8 


IX. te k, x u lic Ti een 

HE Advocates for Abſolute Monarch 
1 argue as ignorantly as perverſely, an 
build without a Foundation; ſince, while tl 
contend for unlimited Submiſſion to the M 
nurch's Will, they muſt. either Yuppoſe, th 
all Acts of Power proceed from his Will, 
elſe that the Will of his Miniſters is alſo u 
timited, and their Orders are irreſiſtible: 
that either all his Servants, Inſtruments, u 
Executioners, are Abſolute Monarchs too 
which none but a Madman will fay : Or th 
he himſelf does immediately direct every thin 
that is done; which no Man of common Sen 
will affirm. Indeed ſuch Princes have the le 
Share of their own Power, and ſeldom kane 
what is done, or care. 9 
Monſieur Thevenot tells us, that the Gre 
Seignior minds nothing but his Pleaſures, t 
Pranks of Mutes and Buffoons, who. are h 


ka. 92 


» 7 « © . 
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conſtant Attendants, and always ſtudying np fa 
Freaks and Grimaces to divert him; and ii re 
Dalliances of Women, ſent to him from i thei 
Quarters by-his Baſhaws. His Power is ab den 
lutely deſpotick : His Will, that is to ſay, And 
Luſt, his Maggots, or his Rage, is his ou ble 
Law, and the only Bounds to the Author orbi 


of this Vicegerent of God. By Virtue of tg redr 
ſacred Power, he may rob any Man, or old: 
Men, of their Eſtates, and no Man ha has. 
Right to complain: He may put the beſt Main As t 
to the moſt ignominious and barbarous Deu lays 
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J exalt the vileſt Criminals to the higheſt 
jgnities ; and no Man muſt ask Why. T 
ulimited Power of tbe Sultan, fays Monheut 
Levenot, is founded on the Mahometan Relipion, 
ich: enjoins 4 blind Submiſſion 'to 4 155 Cem 
ants, on pain of Damnation. 
A bleſſed and — Religion this md 
fngle Sovereignty with a Witneſs ! But this 
nſtrous and formidable Power, Which is hel 
bim, is directed by his' Miniſters! witho 
m. They employ both him and themſtlves-? 
in far from his Duty in unmanly Pleafares; 
d themſelves in the Miſmanagement of his 
fairs, and in proſtituting his Name and Au- 
ority, to ſerve their own Views He wears 
e Crown, and lives in a Brothel; and they 
ay the Scepter, ſuck the Peoples Blood, and 
their own Coffers. The grand Viffer, or 
ft. Miniſter; is in Effect King over his 
laſter; he has the Cuſtody of the Imperial 
wer, and diſcharges the Office of the Grand 
nior: And as to the Baſhaws, who are like- 
ſe ſo many Kings in their Provinces, Theve- 
ſays, © They abuſe their Authority, and 
are more arbitrary than the Sultan himſelf, 
their Deſign and Bufineſs being to- raiſe ſud- 
den Fortunes by their Spoils and Oppreſſion. 
And the Grand Seignior is forced to diſſem- 
ble his Knowledge of this Rapine and Ex- 
orbitancy, for want of Power to puniſh or 
redreſs them; for that theſe Men have the 
— more at their Devotion than he 
2s. TIRE LITE ; | 
As to the Turkiſp Civil Officers and Judges, 
lays they do what they will, and Judge as 
ey 
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they pleaſe; for all their written Laws be 
8 in the A ewes which ts wr he 

„they are fo ambiguouſly expreſſed, 
fo looſely delivered, that the Aur geo well 
the Baſhaw, wreſts them as he pleaſes; 
judging without Appeal, both theſe greedy, 
rapacions Officers turn Juſtice into Oppreſlal@e | 

make i a Stale to their Avarice: 
Such is the Spirit and Effects of la 
Power, lodg'd i one Man; every Officer 
up one Tyrant, a Thouſand are ſet up. 
this Power is never to be got or preſen 
but by Violence and. Oppreſſion; all 
who have any. Share in executing, and mi 
Firing, [ang defending the ſame, muſt be ( 
preſſors too. As no Man is an Oppreſſor f 
the meer Pleaſure and Security of another, Mont. 
only for his own Sake and Gratification; Wer 
all the Servants of Tyranny do, in their Mon 
ſter's Name, but rob and ſpoil for. themſeln 
and every Servant is a Maſter. All over ers 
Ottoman Empire, there is a great Turk in ent 
Town, and he at Conſtantinople is perhaps 
idleſt and moſt harmleſs of them E > and 
Exerciſe of the Turkiſbþ Government, is nothi 
elſe but a daily and general Plunder, and ou 
Contention between the Governors, who [| 
fpoil beſt and get moſt. Nor, let them plum de 
and butcher as they will, is there any Red 
to the oppreſſed and expiring People; for i 
the Imperial Oppreſſor often forces his miniſt 
rial Oppreſſors to difgorge, and ſpoils 
Spoiler of his Booty and his Life, where 
dares ; yet, there being ne Reſtitution map 
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e Condition of the Oppreſſed is not mended: 
sis Mock-Juſtice, and worſe than none; every 
& of Power, every Degree of | Office there, 
| n | 
e leaſt and loweſt, is an irreſiſtible nt. 
* . and abſolute Monarchy therefore, of 
e ruling All by the Will of One, is N | 
id a Contradiction; it is rather a Multipli- 
wan of — 22 the worſt 
wrt of Oligarcbhy. Now ſuppoſe we were to 
ey blindly the Will of the Prince; are we 
o to obey blindly the Will of his 
iſtreſſes, and Jantzaries, who oppreſs without 
s Knowledge, or againſt his Will? Sure the 
aſtruments and Delegates of Tyranny, are nat 
d the Lord's Anointed, How therefore ſhall 
e know their Mind from his, which perhaps 
mntradidts theirs? Or bow ſhall we know whe- 
zer he wills yr at all, and whether they 
o not will for him? This is almoſt always the 
aſe ; and then here is a Monarchy of Mini- 
ers; and Paraſites, Pathicks, Buffoons, Women, 
nd Butchers, rule for him, and over him. 
Is this Government too by Divine Right ? 
it is, let us rail no | at Anarchy ; 
hich, being the Abſence of all Government, 
hough it leaves every Man to do what he 
Wilts, yet it likewiſe leaves every Man a Right 
defend himſelf : Beſides, this fort of Anar- 
by, where every One is abſolutely free, will 
ickly ſettle into Order, and indeed cannot 
I abſiſt long. But fingle Monarchy, which is 
long Gradation of Tyrants, where Many on 
e Me Side do what they will againſt the Moſt 
nan the other Side, and where Cruelty and Luft 
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revel without Controul ; where wanton : 
inhumane Power has no Limits, and hei 
and ſorrowful Oppreſſion no Remedy nor En 
; where the Innocent and Harmleſs: ſuffer nid 
and the Worſt and Vileſt thrive: beſt, x 
| moans pa 3 ; Where Folens 
upports Power, and Property is the Spoil 
Armies: I ſay, this Abſolute Monarchy 
. work than Abſolute Anarchy, by not being 
general. It is a partial Anarchy; with war 
Effects and no Remedy. ': '/ i 
All this does ſtill further prove, that Me 
and Societies have no poſſible humane Secmiſ 
but certain and expreſs Laws, ſetting expre 
Bounds. to the Power of their Magiſtrates, 
certaining the /Meaſure of Power: as well 
Subjection, and refyaining alike the / Exot 
tances of both Printe ant People. It is en 
nally true, tliat ſuch as is the Nature of t 
Government, ſuch will be the Nature of f 
People ; and that as they are happy or mil 
rable, fo they will be good or bad, as tha 
Government and Governors are good or bad 
and that their whole Integrity and Virtue, « 
all their Corruption and Baſeneſs, does. ar 

from that ſingle Sourcſe. | 
Princes, ſays Machiavel, do; but with lit 
&* Reaſon. and an ill Grace, complain of f 
« 'Tranſgreſſions and Faults: of their Subjech 
& ſince. by the Negligence and debauched 
© ample of their Prince alone, the People: 
and muſt; be debauched: And if the Pep 
of our Times are infamous for Thefts, a 
© Robberies,, and Plunderings, and prey 
upon one another, and the like Enormitis 
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it is all owing to the Exorbitances and Ra- 
paciouſneſs of their Governors, —— Rimania 
was a Place full of all Diffolutenefs and Ini- 
quiry, every Day and evety triyial Occaſion 
oducing notorious Murders and Rapines : 
hich Evils were not'derived'fo mich from 
any Depravity in the Nature of the People 
(as ome would falſely ſuggeſt) as from the 
vile Corruption of their Princes: For being 
poor themſelves, 'and yet ambitious to live 
n Splendor, Luxury, and Magnificence, (the 
true Cauſes of their Poverty .) they were forc'd 
pon execrable Courſes for Money, and in- 
deed refuſed none that could fupply them. 
To paſs by their many other ſpunging 
projects; one of their deteſtable Schemes 
as to make Laws againſt ſuch and fuch 
ings, and after theſe Laws were publiſh- 
d, they themſelves would be the firſt to, 
reak them, and to encourage others to do, 
he ſame : Nor was any Man ever febuked 
Ir puniſhed for his Unobſervance, till they 
aw enough involved in the ſame Penalty 
nd Premunire ; and then forſooth, the Laws, 
rere to be executed with all Strictneſs and, 
everity, not out of any Zeal for Juſtice,, 
ut from a ravenous Appetite to be finger- 
ng the Fines. From whence it followed, 
at by grievous Mulcts and Expilations,, 
he People being . impoveriſhed, were con- 
trained to uſe the ſame Violences upon thoſe. 
ho were leſs potent than they themſelves 
ere, By which Means the People eg 
dt corrected for ing Evil, but inſtructed. 
to do it. And all theſe Miſchiefs pro- 
* ceeded 


= 
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* ceeded ſolely from the Baſeneſa and Iniqi 


* of their Princes. | 
Thus it is that ſuch Courts, being conti 
_ in a Conſpiracy againſt the Property | 
Felicity of their r and preying conti 
ally upon them by all vile Means and Preteng 
teach their People to conſpire againſt Honel 
and to prey upon one another ; nay, by n 
bing them, they make it neceſſary for then 
rob. Thus readily, neceſſarily, and naturi 
is the Spirit of the Governors transfuſed in 
the Governed, who are ever taught civil (; 
* by their Superiors, before they p: 
tiſe it themſelves. 

Father le Compte, giving an Account of 1 
Government of China, and —— the 
Proviſion made by the Laws to check the gr 
Power of the Emperor, fays, N 
Intereſt a leſs Motive than Reputation 
the Emperor, to be guided by the anc 
* Cuſtoms, and to adhere to the Laws whi 
are framed fo much for his Advantage, f 
be cannot violate them without obvious] 
« judice to his own Authority, nor alter ih 
* without bringing his Kingdom into Can 
* fion : For ſuch is the Temper of the 
* xeſes, that when the Emperor is goven 
* by Violence and Paſſion, and grows 1g 
* gent of his Affairs, the ſame perverſe 9 
* poſſeſſes his Subjects: Every Mandarin thit 
* himſelf Sovereign of his Province or Ct 
„The Chief Miniſters ſell Offices and P 
„to worthleſs Wretches : The Vice. Run 
„come ſo many little Ryrants: The Gol 
vors obſerve no Rule of Juſtice ; and! 
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people thus oppreſſed, are eaſily ſtirred up 
to Edition: Rogues multiply and commit 
Villainies in Companies, and court all Occa- 
ſions to do Miſchief, and to break the Peace. 
Such Beginnings have occaſioned fatal Con- 
ſequences, and put China under the Com- 
mand of new Maſters ; ſo that the Empe- 
ror's ſureſt Way to preſerve his Crown, is 
to obſerve the Laws, and give an entire O. 
bedience to them. 
Every Abſolute Prince and his Deputy-Ty- 
nts are only the Inſtruments of one another. 
their Hands he executes his Luſt, Avarice, 
d Rage, and by his Authority they execute 
ir own. He is their Dupe, and they are his 
ools ; and however they may differ in particular 
Mees, they are always ſtrongly united in Cru- 
un and Oppreflion. And therefore, whenever 
ere is any Contention amongſt them, it is 
oy who ſhall be the y 4 Tyrants ; 

r Tyranny is the Aim, the Darling, and the 
Rice of All: And when the ſuperior and 
bordinate Tyrants butcher one another, as 
ey often do; the People, tho' they ſee the 
evenge, yet feel no Relief. Whoever bears 
Iron Rod, They feel its Sharpneſs and its 
eight: For almoſt every Tyrant grows worſe 
d worſe; and yet generally leaves a Succeſ- 
worſe than himſelf. What unutterable and 
ccaling Woe muſt be the Lot of their — 
eds under continual Harrows of Iron, 
ade daily more poignant and heavy! Nor is 
killing of a Tyrant any Cure, unleſs the 
W/ranny be killed with him. The Nature of 
WP Power breathes nothing but DeſtruQtion, 

private 
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private Ruin, and publick Deſolation; 
common Maxims of Juſtice and Mercy ate u 
known to him, or known only for High- Ter 
ſon, and the very coturary are conſtat 
practiſed; and his Miniſters, to be faithh 
Servants, muſt be the worſt of Men, and; 
Tyrants like himſelf. | 
Theſe Kings (of the Eaſt) fays Monk 
Bernier, ſee no Men about them, but Ment 
nothing; Slaves, Ignorants, Brutes, -and' ſi 
-ourtiers as are raiſed from the Duſt to Dig 
ties; who, for want of good! Education, 
almoſt always retain ſomewhat of their Or 
nal, and of the Temper of Beggars enrich 
They are proud, inſufferable, cowardly, i 
ſenſible of Honour, perfidious, and void. 
Affection, and of all regard for their Ki 
and Country: . : „„ e * 
Theſe Kings, ſays he, muſt ruin all, to fi 
Means to defray thofe prodigious Expenct 
which they cannot avoid for the Support « 
their great Court, which has: no other Sour 
of Subſiſtance but their Coffers and Treaſure 
and for maintaining conſtantly the vaſt Numa 
of Forces neceſſary to keep the People in Su 
jection, and to prevent their running away, a 
to force them to work; in order to Uraw tre 
them the Fruits of their Work. For, the P 
pie, being kept continually: under the dread 
Yoke of Oppreſſion, and made to labt 
through Fear, for the Benefit of their ( 
vernors only, are perfectly wild and deſperat 
and ready to do any Act of Deſpair. , Capt 
Perry ſays the ſame of the Muſcovites ; 
made deſperate by Oppreſlion and Want, tg 
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hence, that rhe Children. of their Kings 
brought up only by Women and Eunuchs, 
generally are no ot are _ | 
- Ruſſia, Circaſſia, Gurgiſtan, Mingrelia, 
pia; Creatures of mean and infolent, 
and ignorant Souls. e 

Theſe Princes become Kings, without 
ſtruction worthy of Men, and without kn 
ing what it is to be a King. They are ama 
When they come out of the Seraglio, as Perl 
coming out of another World, or out of fa 
ſubterraneous Cave, where they had ſpent th 
whole Lives. They wonder at every Th 
they meet, like ſo many Ignorants. The 
either fear all and believe all, like Children; 
nothing at all, like Idiots. They are comme 
ly high and proud, and ſeemingly grave: | 
this their Lofrineſs and Gravity is ſo flat, 
diſtaſteful, and ſo unbecoming them, that 1 
viſibly nothing but Brutality and Barbaroulne 
and the Effect of ſome ill ſtudied Documa 
Sometimes they run into ſome childiſh Cm 
ties, ſtill more unſavoury; or into ſuch C 
ties as are blind and brutal; or into the 
and mean Vice of Drunkenneſs, or into a gl 
and exceſſive Luxury; and either ruin ti 
Bodies and Underſtandings with their Com eri 
bines, or abandon themſelves to the Pleaſur ci 
Hunting, like ſome carnivorous Animals, 
prefer a Pack of Dogs before ſo many poor f 
le, whom they force to follow them in! 
Purſuit of their Game, and ſuffer to periſh ii 
Hunger, Hear, Cold, and Mifery. | 

In a Word, they always run into one 83G 
treme or another, and are entirely Irrational 
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wagant, according as they are carried away 
their Temper, or by the firſt Impreſſions 
le upon them. And thus remaining, almoſt 
in utter Ignorance of their Duty, and of 
State of their Country, and of all publick 
ments, they abandon the Reins of the 
 Wrernment to ſome Vizier (in Engliſh, a firſt 
oWaiſter) who entertains them in their Igno- 
e, and encourages them in their Paſſions 
| Follies ; and their Ignorance, Paſſions, and 
lies, are the ſtrongeſt Supports theſe Viziers 
— to maintain their Dominion over their 
Alters. | : | 
eſe Kings are alſo frequently given up 
rely to theſe Slaves, their Mothers, and to 
ir own Eunuchs, who often know nothing 
t to contrive Plots of Cruelty to ſtrangle 
| baniſh one another, and ſometimes they 
der the Kin himſelf :: Nor is any one elſe 
in Life or Property. Thus far Bernier. 
us do theſe Princes live ſhut up in Brothels, 
ngers and Enemies to their People; an 
en an Appetite for War is added to their 
nit of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, all the Ad- 
tage from it to their Subjects is, that in the 
like Havock, a quicker End is put to their 
ſeries, by ending their Lives with a Gun or 
ſurWcimitar inſtead of Famine. 

Ws to the Redreſs of their Grievances, and 
or doing Juſtice upon the Authors of them, it 
in Wablolurely impracticable in any Country 
h wich has no States and Repreſentatives ; and 

Wain and irretrievable Miſery, as abſolute as 
ne Government, is entailed upon it to all Gene- 
onal ions, till there be an utter End —_ of the 

C overn- 
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Goyernment or of the. People. The Con 
nor of Schiras pays for his Government to f 
King of Perfia, vaſt Sums of ready Mare 
with fine Horſes, and all the fine Things 1 
Rarities to be found within his Province: 
beſides theſe exceſſive Preſents-to the King, | 
is obliged to make the like to all the great L 
ee at Courr, who arg hever ay 
Fach a by ee Brides ; * to ( 
ay this great and endleſs Expence, the wretch 
People muſt ſuffer great and endleſs Burt 
and Exactions, and the Governor muſt be 
Tyrant to preſerve his Government. Noro 
they have any poſlible Relief, tho' they bi 
ſometimes attempted to find it: But when 
or three Villages at a Time have come to c 
plain to the King, they have, after long va 
ing, been forced away without any Red 
with empty Purſes and hungry Bellies, becai 
they who ſhould have given them Admill 
were bribed to debar them: So that they n 
ſtupidly ſubmit to the barbarous-Extortions 
a, ravenous Vizier, This, fays Bernirr, is.l 
Policy practiſed by all the Governors. and! 
in the Perſian Dominions :: And he tells us, th 
one Day, when Shaſeſi was hunting, (a Pri 
whoſe Juſtice and Puniſhments were only A 
of Cruelty }a poor Man, deputed by a nei 
bouring Village to make ſome Complaint 
the King, appeared behind a Rock with 
Paper in his Hand: But while the poor WIr 
was declaring his Errand, and praying | 
Juſtice, his moſt gracious Majeſty, with 
making any Anſwer, drew his Bow, and ſhe 


* 


ing two Arrows into his Body, inſtantly l: leave 
him, ol 
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Nor was this execrable Royal Act of his any 
ore agreeable to the Genius of that Prince than 
the Genius of that ſort of Government, which 
gaturally barbarous and ſavage. An Arbitrary 
ince is only the molt exalted and ſucceſsful 
aſt of Prey in his own Dominions, and all the 
any Officers under him are but ſo many ſubor- 
nate Beaſts of Prey, who hunt and rob and 
your his People for him and themſelves; and 
and his Officers do but conſtitute a long Link 
armed T'ygers terrible to behold, who leap. 
rouſly upon every Man and every Thing that 
mpts their Eye or their Appetite. 

so that under a Tyrant, there is no End of 
grants: From him that ſways the Scepter to 
n that carries a Musket, all are Tyrants, 
every one for himſelf as far as he dares. 

If any Thing concerning theſe unintermitting 
3 of humane Race, could poſſibly raiſe in a 
mane Soul any other Paſſion but Grief and 
ror, it would create. Mirth to hear mention 
de, as ſometimes in Books of Hiſtory and 
zyels there is mention made, of a Tyrant's 
ing in his Seat of Juſtice, once in ſo many 
ys, to hear equally all Cauſes and Perſons. 
at Mockery ! It 1s really a Farce, but a 
ancholly one, to hear the Word Juſtice come 
of the Mouth of a Tyrant; who, by _ 
$a ſettled Enemy to the common Laws o 
ce and Mercy, and common Senſe, and to 
bat is good or lovely, or defirable amongſt 
Wn. As well may he ſet apart one Day in ſix 
cure all the Diſeaſes of his Subjects, or to 


bote their Cloths, and cook their Vicuals, if 
ly (ef leaves them any to make and cook. As 
ol. 11, K every 
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every Subject in his Dominions is oppreſſe 
and he and his Inſtruments are the Oppreſſon 
know no Way upon Earth for him to do th 
any general Juſtice, but to deſtroy himſelf x 
all his Deputy Tyrants. ; | 

I am, & 


— 


SIR, 


Intend to finiſh in this Paper, what I | 

ſo ey handled in ſo many others, 
Subject of Liberty and Tyranny ; a nobles 
ject, ſuperior to all others, and to the gre: 
Genius, but fit for the Conſideration of ene 
Genius, and of every Rank of Men. Ita 
cerns the whole Earth, and Children ought 
be inſtructed in it as ſoon as they are capable 
Inſtruction. Why ſhould not the Knowle 
and Love of God be joined to the Knowle 
and Love of Liberty, his beſt Gift, which 
the certain Source of all the civil Bleſling 
this Life; and I have ſhewn that Religion 0 
not ſubſiſt without it? And why ſhould not 
Dread and Hatred of Satan be accomps 
with the Dread and Hatred of Tyrants, 
are his Inſtruments, and the Inſtruments «f 
the civil Miſeries in this Life? I have oi 
thought that the Barbarians, who worſhip 
Devil, have borrowed their Idea of him 
the Character and Behaviour of their 
Princes. One might indeed defy any TI 
out of Hell, or even in it, and all that arci 
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Tyrants do. | 
They reduce Mankind to the Condition .of 
utes, and make that Reaſon, which God 
we them, uſeleſs to them: They deprive them 
ven of the Bleſſings of Nature, and ſtarve 
em in the midſt of Plenty, and fruſtrate rhe 
atural Bounty of the Farth to Men; and Na- 
re ſmiles in vain where Tyranny frowns : The 
ery Hands of Men, given them by Nature 
r their Support, are turued by Tyrants into 
e Inſtruments of their Miſery, by being em- 
oyed in vile Drudgeries or deſtructive Wars, 
gratify the Luſt and Vanity of their execra- 
e Lords, who ſuffer neither Religion, nor 
ue, nor Knowledge, nor Plenty, nor any 
d of Happineſs, to dwell within the Extent 

their Power. 
Nothing that is good or defirable can ſubſiſt 
der Tyrants, nor within their Reach ; and 
y themſelves ſubſiſt upon nothing but what 
deteſtable and wicked. They are ſupported 
general Ruin, and live by the Deſtruction 
Mankind; and as Fraud and Villainy, and 
ry Species of Violence and Cruelty, are the 
ops of their Throne; ſo they meaſure their 
n Happineſs and Security, and Strength, by 
Miſery and Weakneſs of their People; and 
Witinued Oppreſſion and Rapine are their ſtu- 
d and 9 Arts of Reigning, as is every 
by which they can render their People poor, 
ect and wretched ; tho' by ſuch Methods 
do in effect render themſelves ſo, and 
icquently become eaſy Preys to the next In- 
ac Mer. That Wealth, which diſperſed amongſt 
K 2 theit 
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their Subjects, and circulated in Trade 


Commerce, would employ, encreaſe, and 
rich them, and return often again with Inter 
into their own Coffers, is barbarouſly roh 
from the People, and engroſſed by themſeh 
and generally laid out by them to adorn i! 
Palaces, to cover their Horſes or Elephants 
to embelliſh their own Perſons, and thok 
their Concubines and Attendants, or lock 
| _ Caverns far from humane Sight 

e. 

Whilſt it is yet in the Mine, it is within 
Reach of Pickaxes and Shovels, and by 
Labour and Induſtry of Men, may be n 
uſeful and beneficial to Men: But in the [ 
of a Tyrant, it is more —_— and more 
trievably buried and guarded from the uk 
Men. Here are literally Plato's Braſs N 
and Adamantine Gates ; and here are Th 
ſands of real Cerberas's, who never ſleep; 
all to encompaſs and ſecure this dead Treiſ 
and to reſtrain a general Gift of God from 


t 


Uſe of his Creatures: From thence it is Hine 
fetched, even upon the greateſt Emerge 4 
burn 


or for any Purpoſes but ill ones, till at li 
becomes the Prize and Booty of a conque 
Enemy. Alexander forind more Riches in 
Perſian Treaſures, than in the Hands of 
men would have conquered the World; 
tis thought there are more at this Day in 
of the great Mogul, than would purchaſ 
greateſt and wealthieſt Kingdom in Europe; 
it has been computed that there are thirty 
lions Sterling buried in the ſecret Vaults of 


Turkiſo Seraglio, the Plunder of the Peopk 


de 
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thoſe who plundered them ; and yet | 
e ſtill plundered and miſerably; oppreſſed, 
increaſe this dead, uſeleſs, and pernicious 
ore, . bk 
By theſe and the like inhumane Means, the 
untries of Tyrants are come to be in the 
dition which 1 have elſewhere deſcribed, 
date and uncultivated, and proper Recepta- 
for ſuch ſavage Monſters and ravening 
ſts of Prey, who rather chufe to live in 
ren Fields, unhoſpitable Deſarts, and in 
peopled and empty Towns, than amongſt 
emen in happy Climates, filled with rich 
numerous Cities, abounding in Inhabitants, 
o are poſſeſſed of Liberty,. and will be bold 
detend it, | 
Now where can all this diſmal Ruin, this 
wing Depopulation end? If a continued 
ay in the natural Body certainly ends in the 
inction of Life; in what can a continued 
haſty Decay of Mankind end, but in the 
inQion of Men? So that if the World laſts 
ny Centuries more in its preſent waſting and 
urnful Situation, there muſt be a Diſſolu- 
8 Race, before the World is: 
INVed, . 
deveral new Tyrannies have ſprung up, like 
many new Plagues, within the Memory of 
an, and like them have laid waſte, but with 
bre regular and continued Ruin, Countries: 
e ſtrong in Liberty and People: And as. 
mranny, like every other full- grown Miſ- 
, becomes more and more inſupportable 


y Day, the Condition of Mankind under 


muſt neceffarily, and does actually grow 
K 2 every 
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every Day worſe and worſe, and they then 
ſelves fewer, And even when their Numby 
and their Subſtance are leſſened, or rather « 
hauſted, the Demands of the Tyrant ut 
them are not leflened; nor his Rapine abate 
nor his Expences and Exactions reſtrained, 


When a Tyrant has reduced a Million 
People to half that Number by his Cruelty u 
Exrortions, he madly expects from the n 
maining Half the ſame Revenue and A 
ance of Men, which he had from the Whol, 
and like the reſt, they muſt periſh to m 
god his Expectations ; and he often encrea 
his Troops as faſt as his People decreaſes; i 
that his Expence is enlarged as there becom 
leſs to ſupport it; but he will be ſupported, | 
his poor periſhing People muſt do it, tho' 
deſtroy. themſelves. | 

Such is the peſtilent, ſavage, and unſatiab 
Nature of this ſart of Monſter, whoſe Figu 
Throne, and Authority is eſtabliſhed upont| 
Ruins of Reaſon, Humanity, and Nature: 
takes all his Subjects have, and deſtroys the 
to get more. 

A late your Prince, when he had loſt a 
deſtroyed Two Millions of his People out 
Twelve, and reduced the Whole to a Degree 
Poverty and Servitude ſcarce to be expretk 
what Impoſitions did he recall, what Ta 


aboliſh, what Troops disband for their Rel th 
Not One. On the contrary, the Swelling be 
his inſolent Heart continued, as did his m4l* L 


cileſs Extortions upon his People, and his pil 
hdious Deſigns and Encroachments upon 


Neighbours; and he lived and died the Plat 


- 
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Curſe of Chriſtendom, Nor can it be 
wn, that other Princes who govern by the 
Au hority, that is, according to their own 
me and « aprice, leave their Subſects more 
ente Happineſs, or cheat or harraſs their 
ner urs leis, according to the Meaſure of 
ur Power. In truth, the whole Tribe are 
tur Iv taking Advantaves, and uſurpin 

non anocher, and are conſtant Goads an 

bortes {9 gie another's Sides, and in the Sides 
their P:ople : Nor can the Subjects of a 
Inc this Caſt have one rolerable Rea- 
ne the Sun to defend him againſt an- 
er, but that he lives amongſt them, and 
nds 4i:h them Part of their own Plunder, 
| probably the other would not: As his. 
ole Reliance muſt be upon his Soldiers, 
muſt encreaſe them in Proportion to his: 
ruſt of his People, which is a Confeſſion 
mutual Enmity : Neither is it enough 
t his Soldiers oppreſs and famiſh his Peo- 
„for his Sake and their own, (for both he 
they are ſupported by the Spoils of the 
pple) but he muſt keep them as conſtantly 


aoloyed as he can; becauſe, if they are not 
ut Mployed in plundering, invading, and ſhed- 
2 of Blood, they will grow unfit for ſuch 


thcent and neceflary Work, and may pro- 
ly degenerate into Humanity and Mer- 
; than which a more terrible Change could 
befal their Royal Maſter; ſo that in 
er Duty they muſt be conſtantly practi- 
- rl Miſchief and Rapine at Home. or A- 


K. 4. Thus 
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mpires, which now make a great Noiſe and 
ll in the World, will be lying, two or 
ree Centuries hence, in the ſame woful and 
ent Solitude, if they laſt fo long; for mw 
lation makes every where, except in a few 
maining free States, a prodigious and flying. 
ogreſs ; even in Europe, as I have before 
oved in many Inſtances. And in ſome of 

oſe free States, the Seeds of Servitude, the 
e Cauſe of Depopulation, and of every Mi- 
, ſeem to be ſown deep. Alas! Power en- 
aches daily | iy Liberty, with a Succefs too: 
dent; and the Ballance between them is. 
oft loſt; Tyranny has engroſſed almoſt the 
ole Earth, end ſtriking at. Mankind Root 
(Branch, makes the World a Slaughter. houſe; 


will certainly go on to deſtroy, till it is ei- 
aer deſtroyed itſelf, or, which is moſt likely, 
f ns left nothing elſe to deſtroy, 


The Bulk of the Earth being evidently al“ 
ſt a Defart already, made fo by 'F'yrants ;; 
is Demonſtration that the Whole muſt be 
and muſt ſoon be entirely ſo, if the Growth: 
Tyranny is not reſtrained ; elſe if the gene- 
and wide Waſte goes on, Men will become- 
few for the Management of Societies, and 
Cultivatiom and Commerce; all which: 
ſupported by Numbers; and then degene- 
ng into abſolute Savages, they will live- 
ling and naked in Woods and Wilder- 
*S, like wild Beaſts, and be cevoured by 
m; cr, like them, devour: one another, or- 
Iſh with Hunger: And thus there will be- 
End of Men ; unleſs thoſe States that are- 
free, preſerve, in the midſt of this general 

K 5 Waſte, 


226 CATOS LET TE RS. 
Waſte, their own Liberties and People, w 
hke the ancient Ægyptians and Greeks, fillt 
World again, in Proceſ} of Time, with C 
nies of Freemen. 

That there is ſuch a terrible Waſte of 
ple in the World, cannot be denied; and 
is as evident, that Tyrants are the conſty 
regular, and neceſſary Cauſe of it. They 
indeed ſo manifeſtly the Authors of all tha 
ruinous and wicked, that if God Almigh 
had left it to Satan to invent an Engine 

the deſtroying of the World, and for defacy 
b _ Thing beautiful, good, or deſirable 

it, that Miniſter of Vengeance, and Enemy 
God and Man, would doubtleſs have invent 
Tyrants, who by their wonderful Succeß 
ſuch Miniſtration have ever ſhewn, and dok 
ſhew, their eminent Fitneſs for it. They { 
every where ſuch a conſtant and ſtrong A 
pathy to the Happineſs of Mankind, that 
there be but one free City within their N 
they are reſtleſs in their Deſigns and Sn 
againſt it, and never defend it but againſ 
another, and practiſe the vileſt and the meat 
Rogueries to become Maſters of it. "There 
Inſtances in this Age of free Cities — 1 
the Claws of Tyrants, and of the miſer 
Difference between their former Opulency, 
their preſent Poorneſs : They have never ii 
put off their Muurning, which grows de 
more black and diſmal. | 

The Breath of a Tyrant blaſts and poiWWpri 
every Thing, and changes Bleſſings and Pn. 
into Curſes and Miſery, great Cities 
gloomy Solitudes, and their rich 9 

| t 


, 
U 
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22gars and Vagabonds : I could name Cities 
hich, while they governed themfelves, could 
intain- Armies, and now enſlaved can ſcarce 
zintain the poor proud Rogues who govern: 
m. It is certain, that whatever Country 
Place is ſubdued by a Prince who governs- 
his Will, is ruined by his Government: 

lt is confeſſed, that the Arbitrary Princes in» 
pe have not yet, like thoſe in A, declar'd' 
tm elves Maſters of the Soil; and their Peo-- 
have a fort of Property. How long this 
ll continue, I know not preciſely, This is 
ain, that the Condition of their Subjects, 
ich was always bad, grows hourly worſe; 

| their Nobility, which were once rich and? 
werful, are now reduced very low, and 
atly impoveriſhed; and they who were the 
pports of Royalty, having created Jealouſy: 
if they had eclipfed it, have felt the terrible 
ets. of Arbitrary Power as well as others, 
not fo much: Beſides, when the common 
pple, already wholly exhauſted, and ſtarving: 
ter Oppreſlion, can ſupply the exorbitant? 
nands of their Prince no longer, the Eſtates - 
Ihe Nobility will be the next Reſource ; 

WT like the Maſtiff Dog at the Bee-hive, when: 
bas ſuck d up all the Honey, he will fwal- 

: the Comb : And then moſt of Europe will 
in the Condition of Tur}; as many Parts+ 

It are at preſent not much better; and like 
Great Turk, moſt of its Princes will be ſole 
prietors of the Land, as they now make 
oelves of its Product, which very near 
vers the ſame End. When Tenants, ex- 
ed by Taxes, are unable to pay Rent, the. 
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Land yielding no Profit, is as bad as none 
and in ſome Inſtances worſe than none, as 
are particularly told by the noble Author 
the Account of Denmark, where ſome Landlon 
have begged the King upon their Knees to ei 
them of their Land, by taking it from t 
for good and all; for that it was taxed mc 
than it was worth. _ ot 4 
Moſt of the Princes of Europe have be 
long introducing the Turkiſþ Government i 
Europe ; and have ſucceeded ſo well, that 
would rather live under the Turk than und 
many of them. They practiſe the Cruel 
and Oppreſlions of the Turks, and want 
tolerating Spirit of the Turk; and if ſome 
foreſeen Check is not thrown in their Wi 
the whole Polity of ſavage Turky will be el 
bliſhed by them in all its Parts and Barbar 
as if the Depopulation, which is already 
go and taking ſuch dreadful Strides, we 
ill roo flow. It is not enough for Tyra 
to have conſumed Mankind fo faſt; that « 
of Twenty Parts, they have within theſe T 
Thouſand Years deſtroyed perhaps Ninete 
(for ſo much at leaſt I take to be the Dip 
portion) but freſh Machines of Cruelty 
{till ſought after, beſides never laying aſide i 
of the Old, till the Deſtruction is fully ce 
leated. They feem to think, that they i 
— Enemies as long as any Men remain; wh 
indeed is a reaſonable Apprehenfion : But i 
aſtoniſhing ar firſt View, that Mankind ſhoe: 
have fo long born theſe unrelenting Slauphſſe p⸗ 
ers of Mankind. But, alas ! who Kn th 
not the Force of Corruption, Deluſion, Wc 
ſtanding Armies! | 
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Oh LReny, oh Servitude ! how amiable, 
ow deteſtable, are the different Sounds! Li- 
erty is Salvation in Politicks, as Slavery is Re- 
robation ; nor is there any other Diſtinction 
ut that of Saint and Devil, between the 
hampions of the one and of the other. 
And here I conclude this noble Subject of 
iberty, having made ſome weak Attemprs to 
bew its glorious Advantages, and to ſet off the 
ppoſite Miſchiefs of raging, relentleſs, and 
onfuming Tyranny, —— a Task to which 
o humane Mind is equal. For neither the 
blimeſt Wits of Antiquity, nor the brighteſt 
-nius's of late or modern Time, aſſiſted with 
the Powers of Rhetorick, and all the Sti- 
wlations of 7 Fire, and with the warm- 
t and boldeſt Figures in Language, ever did, 
r ever could, or ever can deſcribe and heigh- 
ſufficiently the Beauty of the one, or the 
Peformity of the other; Language fails in it, 
nd Words are too weak. | 
Thoſe who do not groan under the Yoke of 
eavy and pointed Vaſſalage, cannot poſſibly 
ave Images equal to a Calamity which the 
o not feel: And thoſe who feel it are ſtupi- 
ed by it, and their Minds depreſſed; nor can 
hey have Conceptions large, bright, and com- 
ehenſive enough, to be fully ſenſible of their 
wn wretched Condition: and much lefs can 
ey paint ir in proper Colours to others. We, 
bo enjoy the precious, lovely, and invaluable 
lefling of Liberty, know that nothing can 
paid too dear to purchaſe and preſerve it. 
Lithout it the World is a Wilderneſs, and 
lie precarious and a Burden ; Death is a 
: Tribute 
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Tribute which we all owe to Nature, a 
muſt pay; and it is infinitely preferable, i 
any Shape, to an ignominious Life : Nor > 
we reſtore. our Beings back again into th 
Hands of our great Creator, with more Gl 
to him, more Honour to our Elves, or mor 
Advantages to Mankind, than in Defence d 
all that is valuable, religious, and praiſe-wa 
thy upon Earth, or include all that is fo, 
How execrable then and infamous are the 
Wretches, who, for a few precarious, mom 
tary, and perhaps imaginary Advantage 
would rob their Country, their happy Cow 
try, for ever, of every Thing that can rende 
humane Life defirable ; and, for a little Tink 
Pageantry, and falſe and ſervile Homage, 
worthy of honeſt Men, and hated by wik 
Men, would involve Millions of their Felloy 
Creatures in laſting Miſery, Bondage ant 
Woe, and charge themſelves. with their jul 
Hatred and bitter Curſes ! Such unnatural Par 
ricides, unworthy of the humane Shape and 
Name, would fill up the Meaſure of the 
Barbarity, by .entailing Poverty, Chains, and 
Sorrow upon their own Poſterity. And oftet 
it happened, that ſuch Men have, unpitie 
ſuftered in their own Perſuns, the fad Effell 
of thoſe cruel Counſels and Schemes whicl 
they intended for the Ruin of all. but the 
ſelves, and have juſtly fallen into that f 
which they had traiterouſly digged for others 


Nec lex eſt juſtior ulla, 
Quam necis artifices arte perire ſua. 


l I am, Ge. 


fa 


* 
* 
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7 
F 


as 55 
Othing is more provoking than to hea⸗ 

Men talk icerially, and with an Aire 
Teaching, about Things which they do not 
aderſtand, or which they have an Intereſt to 
re underſtood wrong. We have, all of us, 
ard much of the Duty of ſubduing our Ap- 
tites, and extinguiſhing our Paſſions, from 
en, who by theſe Phraſes ſhewed at once 
teir Ignorance of humane Nature, and yet 
at they aimed at an Abſolute Dominion ovex 


Wrong Heads and knaviſh Deſigns are 
quently found together; and Creatures 
at you would not truſt with layflg out 
en Shillings for you in an Inſtance where 
vu truſt to your own Underſtanding, ſhall 
merimes, by the meer Sound Y their 


Woice, and an unmeaning Diſtinction, make 
Wemſelves Maſters of your Mind and your 


ortune. It is by truſting to theſe that Men 
"me to know ſo little of themſelves, and to 
ſo much the Prey of others as ignorant and 
ore diſhoneſt. I know no Man fo fit as him- 


ule make the World, if they could be brought 


o obſerve it, and to remember that Brown is 
$ virtuous a Colour as Black; that the Al- 
ighty poſſeſſes alike every Quarter of the 


If to rule himſelf, in Things which purely 
ncern himſelf. How nappy would this plain 
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World; and that in his fight Fiſh and Fleſhi 
| — of Merit and Innocence are the ſame 
heſe Things are ſelf-evident, and yet the M 
ſery of Mankind is in a great Meaſure o 
to their Ignorance of them. 5 
The ancient Szoicks had many admirable x 
virtuous Precepts, but their Philoſophy » 
too rigid to be very popular; they taught Me 
an abſolute Indifference for ſenſual Pain a 
Pleaſure ; but in this, their Doctrine was neithe 
uſeful nor practicable. Men were not to 
thus dealt with; they could not ceaſe to! 
Men, nor change Nature for Philoſophy. k 
ſides, theſe Teachers being Pagans,' and arg 
ing only from the Topicks of Wiſdom ſtra 
too high, had no Equivalent to offer to the 
Diſciples for parting. with their Appetites 2 
their Senſes. But when ſome of their Sophil 
came e Chriſtianity, and brought along wit 
them the ſevere Notions of their Sect, th 
ſpread and recommended the fame with mo 
Succeſs, by tacking to theſe their Opinions ti 
Rewards and Terrors of the World to cont 
which had nothing to do with them: Hower 
they ſaid it had, and quickly found Credit enouy 
to make it dangerous to contradict them: 
Theſe favourite Dreams of theirs, added 
fome Sayings and Paſſages of the Goſpel, i 
underſtood, were vehemently urged, as if thi: 
had been ſo many certain Paſſports to Paradik 
and foon turned Mens Brains, and made the 
really fond of Poverty, Hardſhips, and Miſet 
and even of Death itſelf: Enthuſiaſm conquer 
Reaſon, and inflimed Nature, and Men to! 
devout grew diſtracted. 7 
| 


” f : _ 
. , * 
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This came of ſtifling the Paſſions and. ſub- 


ing Nature, as the Phraſe was. But the 
ally and Miſchief of this Doctrine thus ex- 
wagantly puſhed, were not greater than its 
alſhood : For, as there is no fuch Thing as 
parting from Nature, without departing from 
ife, it is certain that they who were remark- 
le for reſtraining ſome of their Appetites, 
ere as remarkable for indulging others; ſo 
at their boaſted Mortthcation was no more 
an the Exchange of one Paſſion for another, 
d often of a better for a worſe. Thus there 
e many Saints in the Romiſh Calendar, who 
actiſed a religious Abſtinence from all ſorts 
Fleſh living or dead, and yet made it the 
uty of their Profeſſion, and the Buſineſs of 
eir Lives, to ſtir up Diſſention and War a- 
ongſt Men, and to promote Slaughter and 
folation : They abſtained from Women, 
d yet were the Authors of infinite Rapes and 
lulteries : Their gentle and ſanAified Souls 
Would not allow them to kill, much leſs to eat 
part of an Animal made to be killed and 
ten; but they avowedly and piouſly preach d 
WW humane and Chriftian Butcheries, and have 
led over the Carcaſſes of a Nation maſſacred 
their Inſtigation. | 

It is the Weakneſs and Misfortune of hu- 
ane Race, that a Man, by the Means of one 
we, or the Appearance of it, is often able 
a Thouſand Miſchiefs ; and it is the 
vlity of humane Nature, that when any one 
its Appetites is violently reſtrained, others 
ak out into proportionable Exceſſes. Thus 
len grow raſh and precipitate by trampling 
upon 
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upon Caution and Fear; and thus they becon 
Cowards, by ſtifling the Love of Glo 
Whereas, if the Appetite for Danger we 
checked by the Appetite of Self-preſervatia 
and the lazy Love of Safety by the Love 
Fame, Raſhneſs and Cowardice would be x 
more. 

It is the higheſt Stupidity to talk of ſubduin 
the Paſſions, in the common Acceptation « 
that Phraſe ; and to rail at them in. groſs, i 
as fooliſh. The greateſt Evils often proce 
from the beſt Things abuſed, or* ill applied 
and this ts particularly true of the Paſſion 
which are the conſtituent Parts of a Man, a 
are good or ill as they are managed. 

The Exercife therefore of Reafon is nothit 
elſe but the indulging or controuling of d 
Paſſions, with an impartial Hand, and givi 
them all fair Play: It is an equal Adminiſ 
tion of the Appetites, by which they are 
ftrained from outrunning one another : Th 
for Example, if Mens. Fears were always 
powerful as their Hopes, they would rarely mu 
into Danger; or, if their Hopes ballanced the 
Fears, they never would deſpair. 36 

Every one of the leading Paſſions is as 
ceſſary as another; all the Difficulty is to ke 
them well marſhalled : They are only terrib 
by breaking out of their Ranks ; and whe 
they do, they are all alike terrible, though ti 
World generally thinks otherwiſe. But it 
certain, that thoſe Paſſions to which the kin 
eſt Ideas are annexed, do as much Miſcha 
when they get out of their Bounds, as do th 


to which we annex the harſheſt Ideas; 1 


1 
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ye and Hope, which bear ſoft and mild 


mes, are in Exceſſes as active and as formi- 
le Paſlions, as are Anger and Revenge, the 
mes of which are apt to ſhock us; and An- 
e r and Revenge are, in their proper Limits, 
re defirable Paſſions than are Love and Hope 
it of their proper Limits; that is, they are 
ug equally good, or all equally evil, juſt as, 
are let looſe or reſtrained. A Man who 
ts another's Throat out of Love to his Wife, 
emits the ſame Wickedneſs as if he did it 
tof Revenge. Extravagant Joy for the Re- 
ation (which was doubtleſs a great and ex- 
ordinary Bleſſing ) had well nigh coſt Eng- 
d its Religion and Liberty ; and afterwards. 
awakening Fears of Popery ſaved both. 
Nation has been more fleſh'd in Blood than 
vine Turks ; principally, becauſe the falſe Hopes: 
Mahomet's laſcivious Paradiſe animated them 
their Butcheries. - ; 
The only Way therefore of dealing with 
ankind, is to deal with their Paſſions ; and 
u Founders of all States, and of all Religions, 
Ne ever done ſo : The firſt Elements, or 
owledge of Politicks, is the Knowledge of 
Paſſions ; -and the Art of Governing, is 
eWcfly the Art of applying to the Paſſions. 
rien the publick Paſſions (by which I mean 
iy Man's particular Warmth, and Concern 
pu publick Tranſactions and. Events). are 
l 1 urn and honeſtly employed, this is: 
d Government, or the Art of Governing ; 
WW when they are knaviſhly raiſed and ill em- 
t0ol@yed, it is called Faction, which is the gra- 
ing of private Paſſion by publick * 4 
| nd 
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And becauſe Paſſion and Opinion are f 
nearly related, and have ſuch Force upon ead 
other, Arbitrary Courts and Crafry Churd 
men have ever endeavoured to force, 
frighten, or deceive the People into a Unifa 
mity of Thoughts, eſpecially of Religia 
Thoughts A Thing tyrannical and in 
poſſible! And yet a whole People do ofte 
through Ignorance, or Fear, ſeem of 0 
Mind; and but ſeem, for if they came toe 
plain, they would find their Ideas differ wide 
tho' their Words agree. Whereas in a we 
governed free State, diverſity of Speculatia 
is ſo far from clogging the publick God 
that it evidently promotes the ſame, all Me 
being equally engaged in the Defence of th 
by which all Men are indifferently proteck 
So that to attempt to reduce all Men to 
Standard of Thinking, is abſurd in Philoſoph 
impious in Religion, and Faction in the Stat 
And tho' the mortifying of the Appetites, 1 
very plauſible Phrafe, and, in a reftrained Senl 
a laudable Thing ; yet he who recommend: 
to you, does often mean nothing but tk 
Make your Paſſions tame, that T may ride them, 

There is fcarce any one of the Paſſions | 
what is truly laudable, when it centers int 
Publick, and makes that its Object. Ambit 
Avarice, Revenge, are all ſo many Vin 
| When they aim at the general Welfare. I kt 
it is exceeding hard and rare, for any Man 
ſeparate his Paſſions from his own Perſon 1 
Intereſt ; but it is certain there have been |. 
Men. Brutus, Cato, Regulus, Timoleon, I 
and Epaminondas, were ſuch, as were m 


"1! 
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note ancient Greeks and Romans; and, I hope, 
gland has ſtill ſome ſuch. And tho? in pur- 
ing publick Views, Men regard themfelves 
nd their own Advantages ; yet if they regard 
be Publick more, or their own in Subſervienty 
» the Publick, they may juſtly be eſteemed 
Iruous and good. 
No Man can be too ambitious of the Glory 
nd Security of his Country, nor too angry at 
; Misfortunes and ill Uſage; nor too revenge- 
| againſt thoſe that abuſe and betray it ; nor 
o avaricious to enrich he. na that in 
oing it, he violates not the Rights of o- 
ders. | 
Tacitus giving the Character of the Emperor 
«ba, who doubtleſs was an honeſt Man, and 
d many Virtues, after ſaying that he coveted 
o Man's Money, and was ſparing of his own, 
ids, that he was greedy of publick Money 
Pecuniæ aliene non appetens, ſue parcus, 
blice avarus; Which publick Avarice in him 
25 a publick Vertue, and coſt him his Life: 
e was not ſuffered to rcign, becauſe he would 
t laviſh away the publick Money in Bribes : 
lites a ſe eligi non emi, So dangerous and 
en fatal was perſonal Virtue in that corrupt 
ate! And ſo hard and impoſlible is it in any 
ate, to ſtay the Progreſs of Corruption ! 
alba would have reformed the Roman State ; 
t the Vices of his Predeceſſors, and long uſe, 
ade it impracticable, and he loſt his Life in 
e Attempt. The Patſions of Men were de- 
ched from the Commonwealth, and placed 
on their own perſonat Security or Gain, and 
& had no Senſe of the Publick, and * little 
= | Know- 
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Knowledge of its Affairs; for that 2 , 
ple, and almoſt the whole World, had been | 
the ſole Property. of a ſingle Man, who tt 
Counſel only of his Luft 

| — ] am, & 


II is melancholly to conſider how en 
A Thing in the World is abuſed : The Rt 
ſon is, that Men having themſelves chief 
view, conſider all Things with an Eye 
themſelves only; and thus it is that gene 
Bleſſings ceaſe to be ſo by being converted i 
private Property, as is always done where 
ſafe or poſſible to be done. 
Inquiring how it comes to paſs that the 
Things in the World, ſuch as Religion, | 
perty, and Power, are made to do fo m 
hurt; I find it to proceed principally tn 
hence, that Men are never ſatisfied with th 
reſent Condition, which is never perf 
appy ; and perfe*t Happineſs being their ci 
Aim, and always out of their Reach, tt 
are reltleſly graſping at what they never lf 
attain | 
So chimerical is the Nature of Man ! 
greateſt Pleaſures are always to come, 
therefore never come. His Content can 
pollibly be perfect, becauſe its higheſt Obi 
are conſtantly future; and yet it is the m 
perfect for their being future. Our hig 
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njoyment is of that which is not; our Pleaſure 
Deceit, and the only real Happineſs we have 
derived from Non-Entities. e are never 
ihed with being juſt what we are; and 
erefore, tho you give us all we deſire, or can 
nceive, yet we fhall not have done deſiring. 
e preſent Poſſeſſions give but little Joy, let 
em be ever ſo great ; even as great as can be 
aſped : It is the Enjoyment to come that is 
ly or moſt valued. When we ſay, that if 
ch a Thing happened, we would be eaſie; 
can only mean, or ought only to mean, thar 
> would be more eaſie than we are: And in 
it too we are often miſtaken ; for new Acqui- 
ons bring new Wants, and imaginary Wants 
eas pungent as real ones. So that there is the 
e End of Wiſhing as of Living, and Death 
ly can ſtill the Appetites. 
Publick Bleſſings would really be ſo to way 
an, if every Man would be content wit 
& Share : But every Man would have more; 
r would more ſatisfy him, whatever he max 
ink; but his Deſires would riſe with his Pol- 
bons or his Power, and his laſt Wiſh would 
to have All: Nor would the Poſſeſſion of 
quiet the Mind of Man, which the whole 
'orld cannot fill. Indeed, he who has moſt, 
ants moſt ; and Care, anxious Care, as it is 
e cloſe Companion of Greatneſs, ſo it is fur- 
Welt from him who has leaſt to care for. 
| own, that many have ſeemed to deſpiſe 
ches and Power, and really decline the Means 
acquiring them : Bur they deceived them- 
res, if they thought that this Conduct of 
irs was owing to a real Contempt for the 
| Things 
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Things themſelves; when in truth, it was d 
a Diſlike of the Terms upon which they we 
to be had. Diſintereſtedneſs is often created 
'Lazinefs, Pride, or Fear; and then it is 
'Virtue. There is not, perhaps, a Man lis 
but would be glad of Wealth and Grande 
if he could acquire them with Speed | 


ſſeſs them with Eaſe ; and almo 
would risk, and do daily risk, Eaſe, Repu 
tion, Life and all, to come at them. Do 
not ſee that Men venture being Beggars to 
rich, loſe their Reſt for the Sake of Qui 
and acquire Infamy to earn Honour ? Wel 
in a Hurry, in order to come at a ref 
Place, and in Crowds to purchaſe Solit 
Nor are we the nearer to our End, tho' t 
Means ſucceed : Humane Life is a Life of 
pectation and Care, and he who rejeds t 
Conditions mult quit it. 


Every Paſſion, every View that Men h Ar 
is ſelliſh in ſome Degree; but when it dal ar: 
Good to the Publick in its Operation and Coll! t 
ſequence, it may be juſtly called diſinterei oke 


in the uſual Meaning of that Word: 80 f 
when we call any Man diſintereſted, we ſhc 
intend no more by it, than that the Tum 
his Mind is towards the Publick, and that 
has placed his own perſonal Glory and Pleak 
in ſerving it. To ſerve his Country is his | 
vate Pleaſure, the Welfare of Mankind is 
Miſtreſs, and he does good to them by gratii 
ing himſelf. 


Diſintereſtedneſs in any other Senſe than ii ar 
there is none. For Men to act independeni ma] 
on their Paſſions, is a Contradiction; ſi they 


th 
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ir Paſſions enter into all they do, and are the 
urce of it: And the belt Actions Men per- 
m, do often ariſe from Fear, Vanity, Shame 

{ the like Cauſes. When the Pallions of 
en do good to others, it is called Virtue and 
blick Spirit; and when they do hurt to 
ers, it is called Selfiſnneſs, Diſhoneſty, Luſt 
| other Names of Infamy. The Motive of 
Man's Conduct is fetched from within, 
i has a good or an ill Name, according to 
Effect upon others; and ſometimes the great 
ference between an honeſt Man and a 
ave, is no other than a piece of Humour, or 
niece of Chance. As the Paſlions of Men, 
ich are only the Motions raiſed within us by 
Motion of Things without us, are ſoothed 
nimated by external Cauſes ; it is hard to 
mine, whether there is a Man in the World 
might not be corrupted by ſome Means 
Applications; the Nicety is, to chule thoſe 
are proper. | 

|| theſe Diſcoveries and Complaints of the 
okedneſs and Corruption of humane Na- 
are made with no malignant Intention to 
tk the Bonds of Society; but they are made 
ew, that as Selfiſhneſs is the ſtrongeſt Biaſs 
en, every Man ought to be upon his Guard 
nt another, that he become not the Prey of 
ber. The too great Confidence which 
Men have placed in One, has often ruined 
ons. How many ſorrowful Experiences 
we, that Men will be Rogues where they 
and that the greateſt Opportunities al- 
$ make the — 1 Give them what you 
hey will {till want more than you give; 
OL, Il. L | and 
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and therefore the higheſt Truſts are the m 
apt to be broken. 

Thoſe who have talked moſt of the Digi 
of humane Nature, ſeem to have underſta 
it but little. Men are ſo far from having a 
Views purely publick and diſintereſted, t 
Government firſt aroſe from every Man's tak 
Care of himſelf; and Government is nei 
abuſed and perverted, but from the ſ. 
Cauſe. Do we not know that one Man | 
ſlaughtered a Million, and overturned Nati 
for the gaining of one Point to himſelf; 
that almoſt all Men would follow Evil, if t 
— their greateſt Advantage or Pleaſure 
it 

Here therefore lies the Source of all the l 
which Men ſuffer from Men, that every 
loves himſelf better than he loves his wht 
Species, and more or lefs conſults: himſelf 
all he does. He naturally purſues what is pl 
{ant or profitable in his own Eyes, tho? indo! 
it he entails Miſery upon Multitudes. So th 
we have no other Security againſt the Mal 
and Rapine of each other, but the Security 
Laws, or our own Force. By Laws, Social 
ſubſiſt within themſelves, and by Force ti 
defend themſelves againſt each other. And 
in the Buſineſs of Faith and Leagues betwe 
Nation and Nation, "Treaties are made 
Conſent, but kept by Fear and Power, i 
obſerved or violated juſt as Intereſt, 'Advant: 
and Opportunities invite, without Regard 
Faith and good Conſcience, which are e 
Words of Good-Breeding, with which Co 


complement. one another and _” 
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tween Subject and Subject, and between 
agiſtrates and Subjects, Concord and Security 
e preſerved by the Terror of Laws, and the 
ies of mutual Intereſt ; and both Intereſt and 
error derive their Strength from the Impulſes 
Self. Love. : 
Thus one Man is only ſafe, while *tis the In- 
eſt of another to let him alone; and Men are 
naves or honeſt Men, according to the Judg- 
ent they make of their own Intereſt and Eaſe, 
d of the Terms upon which they chuſe to 
re in the World. Many Men are honeſt, 
thout any Virtue, or indeed a Thought of 
oneſty; as many others are Rogues, without 
Malice; and both Sorts mean only their 
n perſonal Advantage, but take different 
oads to arrive at it, This is their great Aim; 
d that Conſtitution which truſts more than it 
eds to any Man, or Body of Men, has a 
ible Flaw in it, and is big with the Seeds of 
own Deſtruction, Hence aroſe T yrants and 
yranny, and Standing Armies; Marius and 
ſcr, and Oliver Cromwell, How prepoſterouſly 
Men act! By too great Confidence in one 
elan, or a few Men, they become Slaves; and 
2 E Diſtruſt of each other, they con- 
ue 10 | 
lt may be objected, that ſince Men are ſuch 
wretched Race, made ſo. by the Apoſtacy of 
lam, they are not worth ſerving: that the 
oſt unhappy of them, are but what they 
mſelves would make others, and therefore 
ar Fate 1s Juſt upon them. | 
In anſwer to this, I readily own what I have 
n proving, that Men are very bad where 
L 2 they 
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they dare, and that all Men would be Tyran 
and do what they pleaſe. But till let us pr 
ferve Juſtice and Equality in the World. Why 
fhould he, who is bad himſelf, oppreſs othe 
who are no worſe than him? Befides, the Ly 
of Humanity being an unhappy: one, it is 
honeſt Ambition, that of endeavouring to men 
it, and to improve Nature by Virtue, and t 
mend Mankind by obliging them to obſer 
Rules that are good. We do not expect phi 
loſophical Virtue from them, but only that th 
follow Virtue, as their Intereſt, and find 
penal and dangerous to depart from it. Ant 
this is the only Virtue the World wants, an 
the only Virtue it can truſt to, 

I am, &c. 


. 
1 Send you a Tranſlation of the Speech of the 


Emperor Galba to Piſo, when he adopte 
him his Partner and Succeſſor in the Empire 
a Speech full of great Senſe, great Honeſty 
and noble Sentiments. Indeed, Galba ſeems tt 
have come to the Government with worthy lol 
tentions to mend it. To reſtore the ancien 
Liberty was impoſſible. Things had run long ii 
another Channel; People were accuſtomed il 
the Largeſſes and falſe Bounty of their Princes 
to the awful and founding Names of the Ceſw1 
and to the Luxury, Pomp, and Tinſel of 
Court, The Soldiers would have an Empero! 

nol 
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or could the Senate withſtand the Soldiers: 
The venerable Orders of the Commonwealth 
ad been long aboliſhed, her ancient Virtues 
xtinct, Nihil uſquam priſei & integri moris; and 
he Commonwealth itſelf was forgot: Quotus' 
ue reliquus qui rem publicam vidiſſet ! ſays 
xcitus, ſpeaking of the End of the Reign of 
uguſtus, In ſhort, the Emperor was all in all 
Iluc cunfta vergere. The State was over- 
med, mangled, and changed: The old Laws 
Equality were utterly loſt in the Imperial” 
ower, and that was ſupported by the Sword. 
ere was no Safety but in Servitude, 7/4 
incipis afpetare—= All the other Magiſtrates 
ere but Shadows with fine old Names. | 
The chief Aim, therefore, of Galba, ſince 
could not reſtore, was to reform; a worthy 
tempt, but he failed in it: So irreſiſtible was 
e Tide of Corruption! Two Things princi- 
ly obſtructed his Deſign, and ſhortened his 
fe and Reign, the Avarice of the Soldiery, 
d the vile Conduct of his Servants. 
As to the Soldiers, he had honeſtly, but un- 
nunately ſaid, that be would chuſe them, but 
buy them ; a Saying which they never for- 
rehim. Beſides, as he practiſed himſelf the 
id old Roman Diſcipline, he would oblige his 
my to practiſe it; a Thing new to them, 
d intolerable. They had been long uſed to 
xury and Sloth, and were grown as fond of 
We Vileneſs and Vices of their Princes, as the 
Republican Armies had been of the Tem- 
ance, Modeſty, and other Virtues of their 
mmanders : They, therefore, could not bear 
Severity and Frugality of Galba; nor would 
L212: Gall a 
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Galba depart from his Temper and hisPurpofy 
Money would have made them his Friends, 
he would part with none. The Reflection 
the Hiſtorian upon this Conduct of his, is fi 
but melancholy, Nocuit anti qui Rigor, 
nimia ſeveritas, cui jam pares nen ſumus, © 
« was ruined by reviving unreaſonably d 
< ſevere Virtue of our Anceſtors : Alas we! 
no longer equal to,it.” To conclude tl 
Head, the Soldiers butchered an Emperor th 
would not bribe them. 
As to the part of Galba's Servants, in d 
Tragedy of their Maſter, it was no ſmall on 
They made him odious by their own Crime 
and in his Name committed Cruelties and! 
pine, which blackened his Character; 
when they had brought him under a gen 
Diſlike, none of his own good Qualities co 
recover him his good Name; Inviſo ſemel pri 
ci ge, ſeu bene ſeu male fatta premunt. Th 
Avarice was imputed to him, and called hi 
— Fam offerebant venalia cuncta pr.cpctentes 
berti, They were reſolved to make the 
of his ſhort Reign, and by doing ſo made 
ſhorter, — Serverum manus ſubitis avide, & ti 
quam a ſenem feſtinantes, He paid dear 
their Wickednefs, — Odio flagitiorum onerat 
deſtruebant. His Character, in relation to h 
Friends and Servants, was, That he was ind 
gent to them, if they were good; and blind 
their Faults, if they were bad. Ubi in bo 
incidiſſet, ſine re prehenſiaue patiens : Si mali 
rent, uſque ad culpam ignarus. | 
The reſt of his Character, taken from 
eitus, from whom I have taken the Whole. 
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hat being Seventy Years old, he had lived in 
prolperity during five Reigns, more happy in 
em than in his own : at he was of a 
: WF amily Ancient, Great, and Noble, and Maſter 
great Wealth: That he had a moderate 
: pacity, and more Innocence than Abilities : 
That he neither courted Fame, nor deſpiſed it: 
That he coveted no Man's Money, was ſparing 
f his own, and greedy of publick Money: 
That a Nobleman of his great Birth and Qua- 
ty, having lived fo ſecurely in ſuch dangerous 
imes, was a Thing ſo ſurprizing and rare, 
hat his good Fortune paſſed for Wifdom, and 
is real Indolence for real Art : Thar in the 
our of his Years, he acquired great Renown 
the German Wars: That being Proconſul in 
frica, he governed that Province, and after- 
ards Spain, with great Equity: That he 
emed greater than a Subject while he was but 
Subject, and that in the Opinion of all Men, 
was equal to the Empire, if he had never 
en Emperor. | 
So much for the Character of Galba, which 
thought neceſſary to introduce his Speech to 
iſe, who was every Way worthy of the A- 
option, and of a better Fortune, which, how- 
er was of a piece: He was long an Exile 
nder Nero, who had murdered his Brother 
raſſus, as had Claudius his Brother Magnus: He 
mſelf was but Four Days Ceſar, and then 
tchered, as was his eldeſt Brother preſently 
ter him: He was of a noble Race, both by 
ather and Mother, and had an amiable and po- 
lar Character for the Severity of his Man- 
rs, and his many Virtues; and during the 
| > et few 
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few Days of his higheſt Power and Adverſnfiy c, 
he behaved himſelf with great Modeſty | 1 
Firmneſs, and ſeemed to make good every Ha U 
/ concerning him — But Virtue and Good 
were then pernicious, and we ſee what he g Di 
by having them. The whole Story, and pu {; 
- ticularly bis Fate in it, affects me. Sn 
Lam, vil n 

2 rec 

The Speech of Galba to Piſo. lat 

| AS. ma 

= W Hile I was yet a private Man, I hal... 
| Right by the Law to adopt you tal a, 
my Son, to the Credit and Glory of us both he 
* My Family would have been enriched with ng 
* Deſcent of the great Pompey and MjöW pre 
* Craſſus; and the Nobility of your Hou pre 
* would have derived new Splendor from me 
Fame and Quality of the Su!pirij and Luta 10 
* But being no longer a private Man, the vo 
Conſiderations are no more. I am now, M 
* the united Conſent of God and Man, cal. 
to the Empire; a Power for which our And 
* ceſtors contended by Arms, and a Po. MI 
* which I by Arms have acquired; I got it Mad 
„ War. * 
* But you receive it not from me upon tho. 3 
Terms; you have it without demanding .be 
It is the Reward of your Worth; nor do an. 1 
* other Regards ſway me in this Gift, than fror 
Love - my Country, and your own greaſe... 
* Qualihcations. * 
bo have, beſides the Example of Auguſtu toi... 


* what I do: That great Prince took ſucceſive | 
«* 1y for his Partners in Power, rlt, his ww 
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Son Marcellus ; next his Son-in-Law, Agrips 
jc; afterwards his Grandſons; and laſtly, his: 
Wife's Son Tiberius. Set * 
* But Auguſtus, who would entail the Em. 
pire upon his own Houfe, in his own Houfe 
ſought a Succeſſor, I am guided by another 
Spirit: L chuſe out of the Commonwealth, 
an Heir for the Commonwealth. Nor am 1 
reduced to this Choice by the want of Re- 
lations to my Blood, or of Fellow Com- 
manders in War: I have both. But having 
arrived to the ſupreme Power, neither by 
Ambition nor Deſcent, I am biaſs'd by nei- 
ther in conferring it; and my thus overlook- 
ing your Relations as well as my own, is x 
Proof of the Sincerity of my Judgment in 
preferring you to both. You have a Bro- 
ther, your Equal in point of Nobility, and 
your Superior in point of Vears; a Man 
worthy of this Fortune, had. I not in you 
found one ſtill more worthy. 


Lou are of an Age now paſt the Giddineſs 


and Impetuoſity of Youth ; and your paſt 
Life is unblameable. But hitherto, you have 
had only an adverſe Fortune to contend with: 
One more dangerous abides you; Grandeur 
ad Proſperity do much more powerfully tr 
de Temper of the Soul, and call. forth all 
Its Weakneſſes. We can bear the Blows of 
Fortune, but her Gifts and Smiles betray us: 
Wit Error and Corruption. | 
Lou propoſe. no doubt to retain; and culs 
dvate with your uſual Firmneſs, that Faith. 
ud Integrity, that Candour and Magnani- 
nity, and all other noble Endowments okt 


: 


© and ſtaining your Virtue : Flattery, the mo 
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© the humane Soul, for which you are con 
„ ſpicuous. But the 4 ＋ of others will 
in ſpight of your ſelf, be breaking in upa 
* you, and unſertling your beſt Reſolutions 


** pernicious Poiſon to an honeſt Mind! Eve 
$* Man who has your Confidence will be n 
* king you his Property and Prey. 

+ You and I indeed converſe together upd 
this Occaſion, with Sincerity and Uprigh 
* neſs : But we muſt not expect the ſame h 
* neſt Treatment from others. They mak 
their Addreſſes to our Fortune and Poe 
and not to us: Nor can we expect any oth 
To deal freely and openly with Princes, 
© ſhew them their Duty, and preſs them 
* perform it, is a daring, a difficult, and 
* dangerous Office ; but to ſooth and decei 


* any Prince whatſoever, is an eaſy Tu . 
* and performed without Difficulty, as it ¶ dor 
meant without Regard or Affection. hav 

lf this mighty Empire could ſubſiſt, ag vert 
be governed without a ſingle Ruler, a WM Arn 
once was, I ſhould glory in refigning, uf Lior 
being the firſt Emperor that reſigned, i Deb 
Power of the Republick into her dit 
„Hands. But this is impraQticable ; her A ther 
fairs are long ſince come to ſuch a fatal 8 kent! 
aof Neceſſity and Corruption, that all . V 
Good my old Age renders me capable of he 
ing to the _m_ People, is to leave then Glo1 
good Succeſſor; nor can you with all yoſto b 
* Youth, do more for them than to af boar 
them in your ſelf a beneficent Prince. = 


&« Un 
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“Under Tiberius, Caligula; and Claudius, we 
were all of us no more, and the whole Roman 
World was no more, than as the Property 
and Inheritance of one Family; and that the 
Empire has begun in me to be Elective, is a 
Sign of our ancient Liberty, and ſome Equi- 
valent for it —— it is the only Liberty we 
are now capable of enjoying. - The-Fulian 
and Claudian Houſes being now extin&, the 
beſt Men have a fair Chance to be the high-- 
eſt, To be born of a Royal Race, is a 
Thing of Chance, and void of Merit; but 
Adoption is the Work and Effect of Delt 
beration, and in a free Choice general Con- 
ſent ſhews the Merit of the Choſen; 
Remember Nero, and the Circumſtances of 
his Life and Fall —— Nero, who blown up- 
as he was with a long Genealogy of the Cæ- 
ſars, his Anceſtors, and ſecure in the Splen- 
dor and Terror of their Names, could never 
have been depoſed by Julius Vindex, the Go- 
rernour of a. Province, unprovided with 
Arms; nor by me aſſiſted by a ſingle Le- 
gion: No, his own Madneſs, Le 2 and. 
Debauchery, flung down the Tyrant from 
riding on the Necks of Mankind: Nor was. 
there till then, any Inſtance of an Emperor 
ſentenced and depoſed. 5 

* We who ſucceed —. a different Title; 


the Sword and common Conſent, ſhall reap- 


Glory in ſpight of Envy. Nor. ought you: 
to be alarmed, though in this general Up- 
roar of the World, a Couple of Legions: 
continue ſtil] turbulent; it was my own Lot: 
to be called to an unſettled State; and as to. 

my 
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* my old Age, the only Objection to my | 
* vernment, tis now no longer one, ſince 
am, by adopting you, become young in m 
& Succeſlor. | 

« Nero will always be lamented by the Bad 
Let it be our Care and Concern that he 
not alſo lamented by the Good. 

To ſay more in this Way of Advice an 
* Inſtruction, the preſent Conjuncture ſuff 
* not; nor is ir neceſſary : If I have choſ 
© well, I have fulfilled every Purpoſe, and a 
* ſwered every End. Your beſt and ſhortel 
„ Rule will be to behave yourſelf ſo toward 
your Subjects, as, were you a Subject, 50 
* would wiſh your Prince to act toward 
* you —— Let this be your Standard 
© Good and Evil, this your Art of Reignin 
* You muſt particularly remember that it! 
* not with us as with barbarous and tyranniz 
** Nations, who, hardened by the Yoke « 
* Servitude, feel not its Weight, but live 
© blind Slaves to one Lordly Houle. 
© You have the Romans to govern ; a People 
* who having now too little Virtue to be 
* Abſolute Liberty, have ſtill roo much Spin 
* to bear Abſolute Dominion. 


hn 


= * Pw 
HE Miſchiefs that are daily done, u 


the Evils that are daily ſuffered in th 
World, are fad Prouts how much humane M 


bio 
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lice exceeds humane Wiſdom, Law only prox 

vides againſt the Evils which it knows or fore- 
ſees; but when Laws fail, we muſt have Re- 
courſe to Reaſon and Nature, which are the 
mly Guides in the making of Laws, Stirpem 
Juris 4 Nat urs repertam, ſays Cicero; There 
derer would have been any Law againſt any 
time, if Crimes might have been ſafely com- 
nitted, againſt which there was no Law: For 
very Law ſuppoſes ſome Evil, and can only 
= or reltrain the Evils which already 
ziſt, = 

But as poſitive Laws, let them be ever ſo 
and perſpicuous, can never intirely prevent 
e Arts of crafty Men to evade them, or the 
ower of great ones to violate them; hence 
Laws are daily making, and new Occa- 
Wons for more are daily ariſing: So that the 
moſt that Wiſdom, Virtue, and Law can 
o, is to leſſen or qualify, but never totally 
liſh Vice and Enormity. Law is therefore a 
gn of the Corruption of Man; and many 
us are Signs of the Corruption of a State. 

Politive Laws deriving their Force from the 
aw of Nature, by which we are directed to 
ke occaſional Rules, which we call Laws, 
cording to the Exigences of Times, Places, 
d Perſons, grow obſolete or ceaſe to be, as 
on as they ceaſe to be neceſſary : And it is as 
uch againſt the Law of Nature to execute 
aws, When the firſt Cauſe of them ceaſes, as 
is to make Laws, for which there is no 
ae, or a bad Cauſe, This would be to 
dect Reaſon to Force, and to apply a Pe- 
ty where there is no Crime. Law is right. 
Reaſon, 
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Reaſon, commanding 'Things that are good 
and forbidding Things that are bad; it is 4 
Diſtin&ion and Declaration of Things juſt andi 
unjuſt, and of the Penalties or Advantages an. 


nexed to them. S-1 | 

The Violation therefore of Law does not 
conſtitute a Crime where the Law is bad; bu 
the Violation of what ought to be Law, is 
Crime even where there is no Law. The Ek 
fence of Right and Er not depend up 
on Words and Clauſes inferted in a Code, or 
Statute-Book, much leſs upon the Concluſion 
and Explications of Lawyers; but upon Reaſo 
and the Nature of Things, antecedent to all Laws 
In all Countries, Reaſon is or ovght to be con 
ſulted, before Laws are enacted ; and they ar: 
_ worſe than none, where it is not confi 
fulred. Reaſon is in ſome Degree given to al 
Men; and Cicero ſays, that whoever has R 
ſon, has right Reaſon ; that Virtue is but per 
ect Reaſon ; and that all Nations having Res 
ſon for their Guide, all Nations are eapable o 
arriving at Virtue. 

From this Reaſoning of his, it would follon 
that every People are capable of making LaviWuit 
and good Laws ; and that Laws, where they 
are bad, are gained by Corruption, Factio 
Fear, or Surprize; and are rather their Mi 
fortune, than the Effects of their Folly. Th 
Acts of Cæſar were confirmed by the Senate ant 
the People, but the Senate was aw'd, and til 
Fribunes and People were bribed : Arms ang 
Money procured him a Law to declare hi 
lawleſs. But, as the moſt pompous Power ci 


never unſettle the everlaſting Land-marks be 
twee 
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ween Good and Evil, no more than thoſe be- 
een Pleaſure and Pain; Ceſar remained ſtill 
Rebel to his Country, and his Acts remained 
wicked and tyrannical. N 14þ 
Let this ſtand for an Inſtance, that Laws are 
ot always the Meafure of Right and Wrong. 
nd as poſitive Laws often = when the 
Law of Nature is filent, the Law-of Nature 
metimes ſpeaks when poſitive Laws ſay no- 
hing — neque Opinione, ſed naturà conſtitutum 
ſe Jus. That brave Roman, Horatius Cocles, was 
ound by no written Law to defend the Wood- 

Bridge, over the Tiber, againſt a whole Ar- 
py of Tuſcans ; nor was there any Law, that F 
now of, in Rome, againſt Adultery, when the 
MWounger Tarquin raviſh'd Lucretia : And yet the 
irtue of Horatius was juſtly rewarded, and 
he Vileneſs of Tarquin juſtly puniſhed, by the 
mans. | 
It is impoſſible to deviſe Laws ſufficient to 
gutate and manage every Occurrence and 
ircumſtance of Life, becauſe they are often 
roduced and diverſihed by Cauſes that do not 
ppear ; and in ey Condition of Life, Men 
ot have, and will have, great Allowances 
nade to their own natural Liberty and Diſcre- 
on: But every Man who conſents to the ne- 
ſary Terms of Society, will alſo conſent to 
his Propoſition, that every Man ſhould do all the 
Wd, and prevent all the Evil he can. This is: 
he Voice of the Law of Nature, and all Men 
ould be happy by it, if all Men would prac- 
nile it. This Law leads us to ſee, that the 

ſtabliſnment of Falſhood and Tyranny (by 
Which J mean the Privilege of One or a Few 
| to 
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to miſlead and oppreſs All) cannot be juſth 
called Law, which is. the impartial Rule of 
Good and Evil, and can never be the Sandor 
of Evil alone. 

It has been often faid, that Virtue is its ow 
Reward ; and it i very true, not only fron 
the Pleaſure that attends the Confciouſneſ; 0 
doing well, and the Fame that follows it, by 
in a more extenſive Senſe, from the Felicit 
which would accrue to every Man, if all Mei 
would purſue Virtue : But as this Truth my 
appear too general to allure and engage part 
cular Men, who will have always their oy 
fingle ſelves moſt at Heart, abſtracted from 
the reſt ; therefore in the making of Laws, th 
Pleaſures and Fears of particular Men, being 
the great Engines by which they are to be g 
verned, mult be conſulted : Vice muſt be res 
dered deteſtable and dangerous, and Virtue : 
miable and advantageous. Their Shame anc 
Emulation muſt be raiſed, and their priva 
Profit and Glory, Peril and Infamy laid befor 
them. This is the Meaning of Tully, when! 
ſays, Vitiorum emendatricem legem: eſſe oport 
commendatricemque virtutum. 

Rewards — Puniſhments do therefore co 
ſtitute the whole Strength of Laws; and t 
Promulgation of Laws, without which the 
are none, is an Appeal to the Senſe and Intetel 
of Men, which of the two they will chuſe. 

The two great Laws of humane Socitt 
from whehce all the reſt derive their Cour 
and Obligation, are thoſe of Equity and Sel 
preſervation : By the Firſt, all Men are bour 


alike not to hurt one another; and. by the & 
con 
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und, all Men have a Right alike to defend 


emſelves : Nam jure hoc evenit ut quod quiſque 
b tutelam corporis ſui fecerit, jure feciſſe exiſti- 
tur, ſays the Civil Law; that is, it is a 
Maxim of the Law, that whatever we do in 
the Way, and for the Ends of Self. defence, 
we lawfully do;” all the Laws of Society 
re entirely reciprocal, and no Man ought to 
exempt from their Force; and whoever vi- 
ates this primary Law of Nature, ought by 
e Law off Nature to be deſtroyed. He who 
ſerves no Law, forfeits all Title to the Pro- 
tion of Law. It is Wickedneſs not to de- 
oy a Deſtroyer; and all the ill Conſequences 
Self defence are chargeable upon him who 
aſioned them. N 
Many Miſchiefs are prevented, by deſtroying 
e who ſhews a certain Diſpoſition to com- 
many. To allow a Licence to any Man 
do Evil with Impunity, is to make Vice 
umph over Virtue, and Innocence the Prey 
the Guilty, If Men are obliged to bear 
at and publick Evils, when they can upon 
ter Terms oppoſe and remove them; they 
obliged by the ſame Logick, to bear the 
al Deſtruction of Mankind. If any Man 
y deſtroy whom he pleaſes without Reſiſt- 
e, he may extinguiſh humane Race with- 
Reſiſtance. For, if you ſettle the Bounds 
Reſiſtance, you allow it ; and if you do 
x its Bounds, you leave Property at the 
cy of Rapine, and Life in the Hands of 
elty. . % | 
tis ſaid, that the Doctrine of Reſiſtance 
d deſtroy the Peace of the World: But it 
may 
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may be more truly ſaid, that the contn 
Doctrine would deſtroy the World it ſelf, x, | 
has already ſome of the beſt Countries in Me [ 
I muſt indeed own, that if one Man may 
ſtroy all, there would be great and laſtii ul 
Peace, when No body was left to break it, 
The Law of Nature does not only allow y 
but oblige us to defend our ſelves. It is « 
Duty, not only to our ſelves, but to the 
ciety; Vitam tibi ipſi fi negas, multis negas, (1 
Seneca: If we ſuffer tamely a lawleſs Ati 
upon our Property and Fortunes, we encour 
it, and involve others in our Doom. And( 
cero ſays, © He who does not reſiſt Miſch 
* when he may, is guilty of the ſame Cri 
as if he deſerted his Parents, his Frien 
and his Country. 
So that the Conduct of Men, who v 
they are ill treated, uſe Words rather i 
Arms, and practiſe Submiilion rather than R 
filtance, is owing to a prudential Cauſe, 
cauſe there is. Hazard in Quarrels and M. 
and their Caſe miy be made worſe by an! 
deavour to mend it; and not to any Confeſighh 
of Right in thoſe that do them Wrong. Wh 
Men begin to be wicked, we cannot tell wht 
that Wickedneſs will end; and we have Re 
to fear the worſt, and provide againſt it. 
Such is the Proviſion made by Laws : 
are Checks upon the unruly and partial Apj 
tites of Men, and intended for Terror: 
Protection. But as there are already Laws 
ficient, every where, to preſerve Peace bett 
private Particulars, the great Difficulty has 
therto been to find proper Checks for - 


tho 


-— 
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«Who were to check and adminiſter the Laws. 
Wo ſettle therefore a thorough Impartiality in 
ge Laws, both as to their End and Execution, 
a Task worthy of humane Wiſdom, as it 
ould be the Cauſe and Standard of Civil Fe- 
ity, In the Theory, nothing, is more eaſy 
Wn this Task; and yet who is able perform 
it they who can will not? | 
No Man in Society ought to have any Pri- 
lege above the reſt, without giving the So- 
3 ſome Equivalent for ſuch his Privilege. 
us - Legiſlators, who compile good Laws, 
d good Magiſtrates who execute them, do, 2 
their honeft Artendance upon the Publick, 
ſerve the Privileges and Pay which the Pub- 
k allows them ; and Place and Power are 
e Wages paid by the People to their own 
eputies and Agents. Hence it has been well 
d, that a Chief Magiſtrate is major ſingulis, 
ibus minor — © He is above the private 
Members of the Community, but the Com- 
munity itſelf is above him. 

Wherever, therefore, the Laws are honeftly 
tended and equally executed, fo as to com- 
bend in their Penalties and Operation the 
at as well and as much as the Small, and 
Id in awe the Magiſtrate as much as the 
ect, that Government is good, and that 
ple are happy. | 


I am, &G 


SIR, 
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LL Men have an Ambition to be cot 
derable, and take ſuch Ways as tl 
* qr ſuggeſt to become fo. Hence pr 
ceeds the Appetite of all Men to riſe abo 
their Fellows, and the conſtant Emulation ti 
always has been, and always will be in d 
World, amongſt all forts of Men. Nat 
has made them all equal, and moſt Men fe 
well content with the Lot of Parts which N 
ture has given them; but the Lot of Fortu 
pee thoroughly ſatisfies thoſe who have t 


The firſt Spring therefore of Inequality is 
humane Nature, and the next in the Nature 
Society. In order that many may live tg 
ther in perfect Equality, it is neceſſary th 
ſome ſhould be above the many, who othe 
wiſe will be uling Frauds and Violence, to g 
above one another. Some Inequality the 
muſt be; the Danger is, that it be not te 

reat : Where there is. abſolute Equality, 
everence and Awe, two Checks indiſpenſit 
in Society, would be loſt ; and where Ineq 
lity is too great, all Intercourſe and Commu 
cation is loſt. 
Thus in Turky, where there are no na 


0 3 | 
Links, nor proper Degrees of Subordination > 
the Chain of their Government, there I. to 


monſtrous Gap between the Subject and t 
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tone. The Grand Signior preſerves no Un- 
ſſtanding with his People: Nothing is to be 
n but. the Terrors of Abſolute Monarchy, 
d the abject Poſtures of crouching Slaves. 
wer does not glide there, as -it ought ev 
ere, down an even and eaſy Channel wit 
enntle and regular Deſcent, but pours from 
Precipice with dreadful Din, Rapidity, and 
lence, upon the poor and paſſive Vallies 
ow, breaking down all before it, and laying 
te wherever it comes. | 7 9 
All Men in the World are fond of making a 
ee in it. This being the great End of all 
n, they take different Roads to come at it, 
urding to their different Capacities, Opi- 
ns, Tempers, and Opportunities. No Man 
d chuſe to have any Man his Equal, if he 
id place himſelf above all Men. All would 
Pompey's, But tho' it has failen to the Share 
of few Men to be above all Men; yet as 
Man may, or thinks he may, excel ſome 
, there is a perpetual Spur in every De- 
ant of Adam to be aſpiring. Every Man 
Sell. love, and Self. love is never deſerted by 


ut this Spirit in every Man of riſing above 
rMen, as it conſtitutes the Happineſs of 


N ae Individuals, who take great Compla- 
oy in their favourable Opinion of themſelves 
eq their own Abilities; ſo is it the great Cauſe 


ublick and private Evils. Wars, Frauds, - 
ety, and Oppreſlion. The Ambition of 
ling in every Station by honeſt Means, is 
only lawful but laudable, and produces great 
to Society: But as nothing * 
00 
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Good in this World but what may and gen 
ly does produce Evil; and as Fame, Riche 
and Power may be honeſtly got, but-wicked 


uſed, it ought to be the Care of Society to ? fer 
vide that ſuch Emulation amongſt its Membe th 
be fo directed and controul'd, as to be alway T' 
beneficial, but never dangerous. But this à Ar 


Felicity at which few. Nations have arrin 
and thoſe that had it rarely 2 it long, 
It is a nice Point of Wiſdom, perhaps ml 
nice for humane Judgment, to ſ certain a 
laſting Bounds to this Spirit of Ambition x 
Emulation amongſt Men. To ſtop it too fo 
fruſtrates its Uſe ;. and not to ſtop it at all, i 
vites its Miſchief, The Venetions, by dif 
raging it, have never, or very rarely, felt 
Advantages ; and the: Athenians found 
Oſtraciſms,, an Expedient invented for this ve 
Purpoſe, ineffectual to prevent their great Mi 
who had done great Good to the State, fr 
growing terrible to the State it ſelf; Peri 
in particular, by his Arts, Eloquence, and! 
pularity, made himſelf Maſter of it, and 


almoſt what he pleaſed in it all his Life; Mey; 
ſingle Man was fo potent in that free City, Ml of 
he broke the Power of the Areopagus, the SeniiiWnper 
of Athens, a Court of Magiſtrates that ballau d ye 
the Power of the Populace, who being ſet ir C 
from that Reſtraint, ran into all manner and 


Licentiouſneſs and Corruption. q 
The People of Athens became the Subjects 

_ Pericles: - By having done them much good, 
found Credit enough to deſtroy their Gove 
ment and their Virtue. From the Charadte 


a Benefactor, he ſtole into that of a Maat n 


CATOs LET TERS: 263 


narrow and inviſible are the Bounds between 
e Benefactor and the Betrayer ! Valerius Maxi- 
obſerves very finely, that the only Dif- 
ſerence between Piſiſtratus and Pericles was, 
that the latter exerciſed by Art the ſame 
Tyranny that the other had exerciſed by 
Arms.“ 
Good and Evit thus often flowing from the 
ne Root, and Miſchief being frequently in- 
vduced by. Merit, ſhews great Diſcernment 
Wd Virtue in a People, and a happy Spirit in 
„ Laws, if they can encourage and employ 
Capacity and Genius of their principal Men, 
3s to reap only the good Fruits of their 
vices, 
This was the Practice and good Fortune of 
old Romans for: ſeveral Ages: Virtue was 
only Road to Glory; it was admired, ſup- 
ed, applauded, and recompenced; but they 
o had ſhewn the greateſt, found no Sanctu- 
from it, when they committed Crimes that 
erved none. This is particularly verified in 
We: Caſes of Coriolanus and Manlius Capitolinus. 
ty were both brave Men, and had deſerved 
, il! of their Country; and were both, in Re- 
mpence, diſtinguiſhed with great Honours; 
| yet were both afterwards condemned b 
ir Country, the one for a Conſpiracy againſt. 
and the other for deſpiſing its Laws. Their 


vices and Crimes were properly ſeparated 
«rewarded. 


mulation therefore, or the Paſſion of one 
z0veWn to equal or excel another, ought to be en- 
\Cte@raged, with theſe two Reſtrictions: Firſt, 
laggt no Man, let his Merit be what it will, 


ſhould 
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ſhould take his own Reward -; Secondly, Th 
he ſhould have no more than comes to his Share 
Scipio, afterwards called Africanus, was cho; 
as the greateſt and beſt Man in Rome, to invad 
the Territories of Carthage; he per forme 
it with great Glory to himſelf and great Eme 
lument to his Country. He defeated Hannibu her. 
and conquered Carthage. The like Praiſe is al 
due to Mesellus, Lucullus, to I. Flaminius, Pauly 
Emilius, and, many other Roman Commanc 
who all conquered for their Country, and we 
rewarded. by their Country with its La 
and its Dignities. | 
But Fulius Ceſar, being alſo employed by 
Commonwealth to conquer for it, ſucceede 
in his Commiſſion; but, as a Reward, took th 
Commonwealth for his Pains : He paid himfel 
with the whole Roman World, for having cot 
quered Part of it. Alexander the Great, ani 
moſt other Conquerors, had the ſame Modeſty 
and the ſame Wages ; they took All to then 
ſelves. | 
When Men are left. to meaſure their ow 
Merit, and the Reward due to it, they rarel 
ſtint themſelves; all they can get is the leal 
they expect: And to deſcend to leſſer Inſtance 
the World has always abounded in Men, wha 
thoꝰ they deſerved Contempt or a Priſon, ye 
could never be ſatiated with Places and Powe 
And all Men who have obſerved the Aﬀairs of 
the World, will remember and acknowledge 


that ſometimes one Man has — man 
ra 


Poſts, to whom the publick Suffrage and Conf 
ſent never gave one. 
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c having done important Services: But a State 
cannot ſubſiſt, which, compenſating evil 
„Actions with good. gives Impunity to dan. 
* gerous Crimes, in remembrance of any Ser. 
«* vices whatever. He that does well, perform 
© his Duty, and ought always to do fo; ju. 
* ftice and Prudence concur in this; and it 
* no leſs juſt than profitable, that every Act. 
* on be conſidered by it ſelf, and ſuch a Re. 
* ward allotted. to it, as in Nature and Pro. 
portion it beſt deſerves.” | 


I am, &c. 


— 12 


R. Bayle, in the Article of Epicurut, ſaß end 
That Multitudes of Chriſtians beliey 

„ well, and live ill: But Epicurus and his Fel 
* lowers had, on the contrary, very ill Opi- 
„ nions, and yet lived well.“ The Truth is 
the worſt Opinions that are can do but litt 
harm, when they are impracticable, or whe 
no Advantages are gained by reducing then 
into Practice; and the beſt can do but lirt: 
good, when they contradict the darling Plea 
ſures and prevailing Intereſts of Men, 
Dry Reaſoning has no Force: If you would 
have your Doctrine ſucceſsful, you muſt prone 
it gainful. And as in order to lay down goo 
Rules for well governing the Commonwealth 
you mult firſt know the Commonwealth; fo! 
order to perſwade and govern Men, you — 
nos 


Ar oOs LETTERS. 267 | 


know what will pleaſe or frighten them. The 
Good they do to one another, they do not be- 
cauſe it is juſt or commanded ; nor do they 
farbear mutual Evil, becauſe it is unjuſt or for- 
bid: But theſe Things they do out of Choice 
r Fear, and both theſe center in themſelves ; 
or Choice 1s Pleaſure, and Fear is the Appre- 
zenſfion of Pain: So that the beſt Things Men 
jo, as well as the worſt, are ſelfiſh ; and Self. love 
the Parent of Moral Good and Evil. 

What Mr. Se/den ſays of Humility, may be 
ud of every other Virtue. © Humility, ſays 
that wiſe Man, is a Virtue that all preach, 
none practiſe, and yet every Body is content 
to hear: The Maſter thinks it good Doctrine 
for his Servants, the Laity for the- Clergy, 
and the Clergy for the Laity.? Thus we 
al with all the Virtues; we leave and recom- 
gend the Practice of them to others, and re- 
n the Advantage and Praife of them to our 
lves, | 
All this, and the reſt of this Letter, is meant 
| 1 (hew that this World is governed by Paſſion, 

Wd not by Principle; and it ever will be ſo as 
ng as Men are Men. 
en There are rarely any Men, and never an 

ay of Men but what profeſs ſome ſort of 
eigion ; and every Religion profeſſes to pro- 
ote the Peace of Mankind, and the Happi- 
s of humane Society, and the Security of 
World; and for Proof of this, refers to its 
inciplezs, Doctrines and Deciſions. And it is 
ry true that all Parties in Religion contend 
t Submiſſion to the State, as long as the State 
mours them, or ſubmits to them; but their 


M 2 Obedi - 


Ld 


263 CATOs LETTERS. 


Obedience and good Humour never hold longer, 
All their Principles ply in the Day of Tryal, and 
are either thrown away, or diſtinguiſhed away; 
which is the ſame Thing, tho' not ſo honeſt, Ml © 
Nature is then the beſt Guide, and Paſſion the © 
moſt * Preacher. a | io 
Men ſuit their Tenets to the Circumſtancal © | 
they are in, or would be in; and when theyM © 
have gained their Point, they forget their Te. 
nets. I could give Inſtances of this from al“ i 
Sorts of Men, and even from many whoſe : 
Names are great and venerable. * 
Gregory Nazianzen, that eloquent and eminent t 
Greek Father, being himſelf Orthodox, con- E 
tended for Toleration to the Arians, while 
the Arians were uppermoſt, and had the Em- 
peror on their Side: But as ſoon as Things tookM* tt 
a contrary Turn, and his own Party had the C 
Imperial Power on their Side, he changed bi“ 1 
Stile, and then it was unpardonable Boldnels 
and a horrible Attempt, for the Arians and 
Macedonians ſo much as to meet together 10 
worſhip God their own Way. | 
St. Auſtin had the ſame Spirit and Incon(ilt 
ency : He was once in the Sentiments of Cha 
rity and Toleration towards Hereticks; but hi 
Diſpute afterwards with the Donatiſts ſo inflam't 
him, that he changed without any Ceremony 
from White to Black, and maintained wit 
Violence, that Hereticks ought to be compelled 
perſecuted and exterminated. 
Thus it is that Men bear witneſs again 
themſelves, and practiſe the Evils which the) 
condemn, ©* The Puritans, fays Mr. Seldin 
* who will allow no Free- Will at all, but 2 
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does all, yet will allow the Subject his Li- 
* berty to do, or not to do, notwithſtanding 
* the King, who is God upon Earth : The 
% Arminians, who hold that we have Free- 
Will, do yet ſay, when we come to the King, 
* we muſt be all Obedience; and no Liberty is 
to be ſtood for. 

* While Spain was the moſt renowned Power 
in Europe, the Jeſuits, fays Mr. Bayle, were 
* all Spaniards; as well thoſe born at Pars or 
* Rome, as thoſe born in O/d Caſtile. Ever ſince 
* the Decay of the Houſe of Auſtria, and the 
Elevation of Lewis le Grand, the Jeſuits are 
* all French, at Rome, at Vienna, at Madrid, 
„as well as in the College of Clermont. In 
* thoſe Days the Liberties of the Gallican 
* Church appeared to them nct well grounded: 
* They never ceaſed writing for the Rights 
* of the Pope againſt thofe of our Kings. One 
* might fill a Library with the Defences 
* compoſed by the Society, and condemned by 
the Parliament and the Sorbon.— At preſent 


* bis 1 not truſtier Pens than theirs 
in his Differences with the Pope. It is now 


bi the Turn of the Court of Rome to cenſure 


* the Books of the Reverend Fathers. It ſeems 


the King's Proſperity and Succefles have 


afforded them new Lights.” 
It is with Laymen and Civil Societies as with 
Religious: They have one Set of Principles 


rhen they are in Power; and another, and a 


ontrary, when they are out of it. They 
that command, and they that obey, have ſeldom 


never the ſame Motives. Men change with 
Miacir Condition, and Opinions change with 


M 3 
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Men. And thus is verified that Maxim of 
Rochefoucault's, that the Underſtanding is th 
Dupe or Took of the Heart; that is, our Sen 
timents follow our Paſſions. 

Nor has Religion been ſuffered to mend Ni 
ture : On the contrary, being inſtituted as 
Reſtraint, and an Antidote againſt Sin, it h 
been and is frequently perverted into a Reaſc 
for inning : Yes, to the Shame and Misfortung 
of the World, Men often make War upo 
Truth, Conſcience, and Honeſty, in behalf df 
their Religion ; and there are others, who 
when they have wantonly wounded Virtue 
have recourſe to Religion for a Balſam. 

All Men ſpeak well of Religion, either m 
tural or revealed, and readily practiſe ever 
Thing in Religion that is eaſy, indifferent, or 
2dvantageous to them : But in almoſt ever 
Contention between Religion and the Appetite 
the Victory remains to Nature; that is, Ms 
are never diſnoneſt without Temptation, and rare! 
honeſt againſt it. | 

Thus their Principle is Intereſt or Pleaſure 
and when they ſay they act from Principle 
how can we believe them, unleſs we ſee the 
do it againſt Intereſt ? A Proof which the 
rarely give us! Had the ſeveral Contracts and 
Treaties between Nation and Nation be 
obſerved, there would never have been Wat 
above once between any ; or had every fret 
Nation obſerved its own Laws, every free Ni 
tion would have continued free; or had privat 
Men obſerved the common Laws of Equity 
and thoſe of mutual Compact between eact 


other, every private Man would bave oY i 
"Pd 


Pe 
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peace and Security. But Treaties, Compacts, 
and Laws, are only ſo far ſtrong as no Body 
dares break them. 
think it is Juvenal, who ſomewhere brings 
ina ( ouple of falſe Witneſſes perjuring them- 
ſelves for Hire; one is a retigious Rogue, and 
believes in the Gods ; the other is an Infidel, 
who disbelieves or deſpiſes them. But tho” they 
Miilagree in their Sentiments, they agree, in the 
Thing, with this very ſmall Difference ; the 
Whit forſwears himſelf boldly without Re- 
morſe; the Believer forſwears himſelf too, but 
does it with a ſmall Qualm, which is preſently 


Over. 


— — endet perjuria ſummà 
Exigua, Cereris tangens aramque pedemque. 


Bayle very humorouſly engages a Mandarin 
f China, of the Sect of the Literati, in a Di- 
logue with the Feſuits, and with a Dutch Em- 
aflador : The Jeſuits tell the Mandarin, that 
he Emperor had no Subjects in his Dominions, 
hoſe Obedience was ſo ſecure to him, as that 
their Converts, the Chriſtians ; and none 
hoſe Allegiance was ſo precarious as that of 
ie Literatz, who were Atheiſts. 

* Hold, cries the Mandarin; let us not aſſert 

too much without proving it: What Reaſon 

have you to ſay that the Submiſſion of the 

Chriſtians to the Orders of the Emperor, is 

more certain than that of all his other Sub- 

jets ?” That Book inſpired by God, anſwers 
he Jeſuits ; That Book which is the Rule of our 
ith, commands us expreſly to ſubmit our ſelves 
| | M 4 to 


| 
| * 
| 
| 


Room would not contain the Volumes vn 
ten for and againſt the Right of Subject: 
<< reſiſt and depoſe their Prince: And bot 
 « Sides take particular Care in all their WI 


ing each other. One Party afferts, that 
„ with the Bible on their Side. 


„ their Sovereignty, baniſhed, beheaded, 
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to the higher Powers: Take the Trouble, 
Lord, to read in it ſuch and ſuch Paſſages : Nothi 
is more clear, nothing ſo preciſely determined, 
„But. ſays the Mandarin, turning to th 
« Embaſlador, are not = in Europe divid 
about the Meaning of theſe Paſſages ? 
* So divided, replies the Dutchman, that c 


« ings, to examine accurately every Text « 
* Scripture, which the reverend Fathers rett 
« you to. This Diſcuſſion of Texts has tb 
* — begot two Propoſitions, flatly contradi 


“ departing from your Obedience, you depalii 
„from the Bible: The other ſays, they relifWholj 
We have 
„ Chriſtendom many Inſtances of Princes 
« tacked by Parties of their Subjects, bereft 


«* ſaflinated, and generally for the Intereſt 
Religion. Nor is there any End of the Bod 
„ publiſhed on this Occaſion ; we have eve 
* Day printed Accuſations, and every IL 
printed Apologies ; and both they who 
e cuſe, and they who defend, appeal to Golf 
« and refer to his Word. As to the Feſuit 
* particular, it becomes them the leaſt of 

Men to talk in this Manner; no Societ 
« Men have ever writ ſo much in behal 
popular Inſurrections; they have openly co 
„ tended for Rebellion, and practiſed it; Me 
* have been the Authors of Royal Aſſaſſan, 


— ti 
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tions, and have been turned out of States for 
diſturbing them. | 
* If theſe Things are ſo, concludes the 
Mandarin, you Gentlemen of the Order of 
Feſus have no Reaſon to boaſt in behalf 
of your felves and your Followers, as if 
on were better Subjects than other Men. 
his your pretended Article of Faith a- 
bout the Submiſſion of the Subject, is 
couched fo obſcurely in your Book f fa- 
cred Laws, that you will never find it 
there, when you have Occaſion for a Re- 
bellion, or a Revolution; Events, which 
nd are frequent enough in. your Coun- 


try. 
The fame Bayle obſerves, Fhat the fame 
arty of Chriſtians, namely, the French Ca- 
olicks, who had maintained, under Charles 
> Ninth and Henry the Third, Thar it was 
gainſt all Law, humane and divine, for 
ubjets to take Arms againſt their Prince; 
id alſo maintain, even before the Death of 
ny the Third, that it was agreeable to. 
ws, humane and divine, to take up Arms 
eainſtr one's Prince. Fhe other Party of 
hriſtians, namely, the Proteſtants, were not 
ore conſiſtent. They maintained, dvring 
he Reigns of Charles the Ninth and Henry 
he Third, That Laws, Humane and divine: 
lowed the ſmaller Part of the Subjects to- 
m themſelves againſt the: greater Part, e- 
en with the King at their Head : But af- 
the Death of Henry the Third, when 
ey had got a King of their own Religi- 
un, they maintaincd, That both the Law 
| M 5 of 
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M EN are naturally equal, and none ever 
roſe above the reſt but by Force or Con- 
ent: No Man was ever born above all tlie 

thefW reſt, nor below them all; and therefore there 

never was any Man in the World fo good or 
ſo bad, ſo high or ſo low, but he had his Fel- 
bw. Nature is a kind and benevolent Parent; 
ſhe conſtitutes no particular Favourites with 

Endowments and Privileges above the reſt, but 

for the moſt part ſends all her Offspring into 

de World furniſhed with the Elements of Un- 
erſtanding and Strength to provide for them- 

s elves: She gives them Heads to eonfult their 

wn Security, and Hands to execute their own 

Counſels; and according to the Uſe that they 

Wmake of their Faculties, and of the Oppc-:u- 

ities that they find, Degrees -of Power and 

Names of Diſtinction grow amongſt them, 

nd their natural Equality is loſt, 

Thus Nature, who is their Parent, deals 

with Men: But Fortune, who is their Nurſe, 

s not ſo benevolent and imparrial ; ſhe acts 

wantonly and capriciouſly, and often cruelly ; 

ndCounterplotting Juſtice as well as Nature, 
e frequently ſets the Fool above the wiſe 
Man, and the beſt below rhe worlt. 


he World, attending much more to the noiſy 
onduct and glaring Effects of Fortune, than 


to 


1h 


And from hence it is, that the moſt Part of 
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to the quiet and regular Proceedings of N will 
ture, are miſled in their Judgment upon thisWtion 
Subject: They confound Fortune with Nature, 
and too often aſcribe to Natural Merit and 
Excellency the Works of Gontrivance or 
Chance. This, however, ſhews that Reaſon 
and Equity run in our Heads, while we 

deavour to find a juſt Caufe for Things tha 
are not juſt ; and this is the Source of the Re 
verence we pay to Men whom Fortune ſome. 
times lifts on high, though Nature had placed 
them below. The Populace rarely fee an 
Creature riſe, but they find a Reaſon for it in 
his Parts; when probably the true one will be 
— in his own Baſeneſs, or another Man! 

olly. 

From the ſame Reaſoning may be feen wh 
it is, that let who will be at the Head of x 
Party, he is always extolled by his Party as ſ 
perior to the reſt of Mankind; and let whc 
will be the firſt Man of his Country, he wi 
never fail being complimented by many as thi 
firſt of his Species. But the Iſſue and theit 
own Behaviour do conſtantly ſhew that the 
higheſt are upon a level with the reſt, and ob 
ten with the loweſt. Men that are high are 
almoſt ever ſeen in a falſe Light ; the mo 
Part ſee them at a great Diſtance, and through 
a magnifying Medium; ſome are dazled wit 
their Splendor, and many are awed by the 
Power. Whatever appears ſhining or terribl 
appears great, and is magnifhed by the Eye ani 
the Imagination. 

That Nature has made Men equal, we kno! 
and feel; and when People come to think 2 
wi 


) 
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viſe, there is no Exceſs of Folly and Superſti- 
tion which they may not be brought to prac- 
tile, Thus they have made Gods of dead 
Men, and paid divine Honours to many while 
they were yet living: They faw them to be 
but Men, yet they worſhipped them as Gods. 
And even they who have not gone quite ſo far, 
have yet, by their wild Notions of Inequality, 
done as much Miſchief ; they have made Men, 
and often wicked Men, Vice-Gods ; and then 
made God's Power ( falfly fo called) as irre- 
ſſtible in the Hands of Men as in his own, 
nWznd more frightful. | | 
ell It is evident to common Senſe, that there 
n'Mought to be no Inequality in Society, but for 
the Sake of Society ; but theſe Men have made 
one Man's Power and Will the Cauſe of all 
Mens Miſery, They gave him as far as they 
could the Power of God, without obliging - 
- to practiſe the Mercy and Goodneſs of 
Thoſe that think themfelves furtheſt above 
iche reſt, are generally by their Education be- 
ow them all. They are debaſed by a Conceit 
of their Greatneſs : They truſt to their Blood, 
Which fpeaking naturally gives them no Ad. 
vantage; and neglect their Mind, which alone, 
Wy proper Improvements, fets one Man above 
mother. It is not Blood or Nature, but Art 
or Accident, which makes one Man excel o- 
ers. Ariſtotle, therefore, muſt either have 
een in Jeſt, when he faid, that he, who na- 
urally excelled all others, ought to govern all; 
or he ſaid it to flatter his Pupil and Prince, 
llexander the Great. It is certain that _ a 
an 
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Man never yet was found in the World, an: 
never will be found till the End of it. Alex 
ander himſelf, notwithſtanding the Greatneſs of 


his Spirit, and his Conqueſts, had in his owl © 
Dr and — among — common 80 — 
diers, Men naturally as great and brave as him 9" 
ſelf, and many more wit. 4 | did 
| Whoever pretends to be naturally fuperioffſ1"8 
to other Men, claims from Nature what (bes ' 
never gave to any Man. He ſets up for being} mier 
more than a Man; a Character with Which Pro 
Nature has nothing to do. She has throw Th 
her Gifts in common amongſt us; and as th Hil 
higheſt Offices of Nature fall to the Share nd 
the Mean as well as of the Great, her vile Whi 
Offices are performed by the Great as well Ver 
by the Mean: Death and Diſcaſes are the and 
Portion of Kings as well as of Clowns; an no 
the Corps of a Monarch is no more exemptet Rea 
from Stench and Putrefaction, than the Corp mor 
of a Slave. 1 
b | a ; und 
Mors £qUo pulſat pede, | for 

{we 

All the Arts and Endeavours of Men to ac had 
quire Preheminence and Advantages over one ſelf 
another, are ſo many Proofs and Confeſſion ate 
that they have not ſuch Preheminence and Ad Whit 
vantages from Nature; and all their PompM! 
Titles, and Wealth, are Means and Devices tc of 7 
make the World think that they who poſſe You 
them are ſuperior in Merit to thoſe that wan Bloc 
them. Bur it is not much to the Glory of tb. 
upper Part of Mankind, thar their boaſted anc Diff 
Jou 


ſuperior Merit is often the Work of Herald 
ED Artificers 


t 
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Artificers, and Money; and that many derive 
their whole Stock of Fame from Anceſtors, 
who lived an Age or many Ages ago. 

The firſt Founders of great, Families were 
not always Men of Virtue or. Parts; and 
where they were fo, thoſe that came after them, 

did en and almoſt generally, by truſt- 
Ing to their Blood, diſgrace their Name. Such 
s the Folly of the World, and the Inconve- 
n nience to Society, to allow Men to be great by 
Proxy! An Evil tbat can ſcarce ever be cured. 
The Race of French Kings, called by their 
Hiſtorians in Contempt, Les Roies faineants, 
nnd the Succeſſion of the Reman Cæſars, (in both 
W which, for one good Prince, they had ten that 
WM vere intolerable, either for Folly or Cruelty, 
nd often for both) might be mentioned as 
known Proofs of the above Truth; and every 
Reader will find in his own Memory many 

more. | . - " 

I have been told ofa Prince, who, while yet 
under Age, being reproved by his Governor 
for doing Things ill or indecent, uſed to an- 
ſwer, Fe ſuis Roy, I am King; as if his Quality 
ac had altered the Nature of Things, and he him- 

elf had been better than other Men, while he 
"on ated worſe But he ſpoke from that Spirit 
Ad which had been inftilled into him from hisCradle. 
mp In King! And what then, Sir? The Office 
st of a King is not to do Evil, but to prevent it. 
ſſeſ You have Royal Blood in your Veins; but the 
ani Blood of your Page is, without being Royal, 

Yi good as yours; or, if you doubt, try the 

Difference in a Couple of Porringers, next time 
ales you are ill; and learn from this — >" 
cer an 
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and Experiment, that by Nature you are nd 
better than your People, tho? ſubject from you 
Fortune to be worſe, as many of your AncelM4nc 
tors have been. 
If my Father got an Eſtate and Title by Ly 
or the Sword; I may by Virtue of his Will a 
hls Patent enjoy his Acquiſition ; but if I under 
ſtand neither Law nor the Sword, I can derin 
Honour from neither: My Honour therefom — 
is, in the Reaſon of Things, purely Nominal M— 
and I am ſtill by Nature a Plebeian, as all Mer 
are. | 
There is nothing moral in Blood, or it i 
Title, or in Place: Actions only, and thr 
Cauſes that produce them, are moral. R. 
therefore is beſt that does beſt. Noble Bloc App 
revents neither Folly, nor Lunacy, nor Crimes eco 
— frequently begets or promotes them: Anc 
Noblemen, who act infamoufly, derive no He 
nour from virtuous Anceſtors, whom they dil 
honour. A Man who does baſe Things, is no 
'noble; nor great, if he does little Things 
A ſober Villager, is a better Man than a de 
bauched Lord; and an honeſt Mechanick; that 
a knaviſh Courtier; 


— Nobilitas ſola eft atque unica Virtus, 
Prima mibi debes animi hona; Sanctus haberi Nea 
Fuſtitieque tenaæ factis, dictiſque mereris ? 

Juvenal, Set. 


We cannot bring more natural Advantag 
into the World, than other Men do; bur » 
can acquire more Virtue in it than we genera: 
acquim 
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acquire. To be great, is not in every Man's 
orcr : bur to be good, is in the Power of als 
\nd thus far every Man may be upon a Level 
with another, the loweſt with the higheſt ; 
nd Men might thus come to be morally as 
Wyecll as naturally equal. f 

| J am, &C, 


LL — — — 


1 - 


SIX. 


E N are often capable of doing as much, 
whether it be Good or Evil, by the 
ppearance of Parts as by poſſeſſing them, and 
become really conſiderable by being thought ſo. 
Wome by pretending to great Intereſt with the 
ods, have gained great Intereſt amongſt Men, 
nd plagued the Earth to prove themſelves Fa- 
ourites of Heaven: Others grow great at 
burt, by being thought great in a Party; and 
row at the ſame Time great in a Party, by 
hal deing thought great at Court: Twice Liars, 
ey meet with the double Wages of Lying. 
us is the World deceived; a Thing ſo 
lily done, that rarely any Man ſets about it 
ut he ſucceeds in it, let his Parts be ever ſo 
; Wcanty or ſtarved. Murtherers have paſſed for 
daints, Buffoons for Wirs, and ſolemn Dunces 
Wor wiſe Men. | | 
| have been often provoked to ſee a whole 
\ſembly, ſometimes neither contemptible for 
Number, nor Figure, nor Senſe, give them- 
ves up to the Guidance and Management of 
a Ul 


G 
No 
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om Demagogues and their Followers down to 
ountebanks and their Mobbs. 
think there is not a more fooliſh Figure in 


Jie World than a Man affectedly wiſe, but it 


not every Body that ſees it; and ſuch a one 
; often the Admiration of one ſort of People, 
nd the Jeſt of another, at the ſame Time. 
Vhere we ſee much of the Outſide of Wiſ⸗ 


om, it is a ſhrewd Sign that there is but little 


ithin ; becauſe they who have the leaſt often 
hake the greateſt Show : As the greateſt Hy- 


ocrites are the greateſt, at leaſt the loudeſt 


lin rayers. 


Cutſide: His 


The Inſide of ſuch a Man is not worth 
owing ; and * Man muſt have obſerved 
ords fall from him with an 

common Weight and Solemnity; his Gate 
ſtately and ſlow, and his Garb has a Turn 
it of Prudence and Gravity, of which he 

at made it is the Author, and by that Means 


W-comes a conſiderable Inſtrument and Artificer 


ind Wiſdom. 


This will be better illuſtrated in the Cha- 


Wer of Lord Plauſible, who having long ſet 


p for a wife Man, and taking Eloquence to 
the moſt effectual Sign of Wiſdom, is an 


thaYrator and a wiſe Man in every Cicumſtance 


his Life, and to every Body; he is eloquent 

his Footman, to his Children, and at his 

able. Lord Plauſible does never — 
wou 


talking careleſly as other People do, 
Wt be wiſe enough; he therefore does not con- 


re in Company, but make Speeches; he 


e Meditates Speeches in his Cloſet, and pro- 


unces them where he viſits, Even while he 
drinks 
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Tt 
drinks Tea, or plays at Cards, his Lanpu:gM all 
is lofty and ſounding ; and in his Gate you (MF 4 
the ſame Sublime as in his Words. Add 
all this, an unrelenting Gravity in his Loc 
only now and then ſoftened by a ſtudied Sm 
He never laughs without checking his Muſcle 
Mirth would be a Blot upon his Wiſdom; d 
good Man only creates Mirth in others. 
Thus he grows important, without ſuffer 

a Bit in his Character for his natural Shall, 
neſs and acquired Folly, unſeen by the B 
of his Party, who being for Underſtanding 1 
Breeding pretty much in the lower Claſs, thi 
him an Oracle, and believe him deep in t 
Counſels and Reverence of Great Men, v 
uſe him civilly and laugh at him, , 

As a Man can hardly be ſeverely juſt 
conſtant to the Ways which he appror 
without ſome Degree of Auftereneſs, or wiik 
the World calls ſo; it is no Wonder if ii 
Character, always eſteemed and often below 
becomes mimicked by thoſe who have no 
tence to it. But I am at a Loſs whether it 
more provoking or merry to ſee Creatures ¶ do 
ting up for Severity of Behaviour, without Mckh 
Grain of Juſtice and Honour about them; 
rending to Wiſdom with great Conceit and 
pidity complaiſant to the Height in eva 

ow of Corruption, and yet preſerving 
Stiffneſs in their Behaviour as if they were 


many rigid Stoicks. 


Quid ? Si vultu torvo & pede nude, btl 
Exigueque togæ ſimultt texætore Catonem; 
Virtutemque repreſentet moreſque Catonis. 
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There are Mimicks of Wiſdom and Virtue 
all Ages, as well as in that of Horace, 
Man may be a Lord, or a Miniſter, or a 
miderable Man, without declaring War a- 
Winſt Gaiety and Eaſineſs. But grave Fellows, 
ho become grave to gain Importance, are by 
Ml Men of Senſe diſappointed. A wiſe Man 
Wy be a merry Fellow; and a "_ filly Fel- 
Wy may be a very grave Man. The wiſeſt 
en of my Acquaintance are the merrieſt Men 
now; nor could I ever find what Wiſdom 
| to do with an unpleaſing and — 
Wiclineſs that contradicts it. Mirth, 

at theſe ſolemn Drones call Folly, is a Piece 
Wiſdom which they want Senſe to know 
| praftiſe. Belides, there is a wiſe Way of 
wing the Fool, which wiſe Men know how 
practiſe without loſing their Character. But 
r grave Fellows are perhaps afraid of play- 
the Fool, becauſe they would do it too 
Weurally ; and yet even that would be better 
Wn being thus ridiculouſly wiſe againſt 

ature. | 
ome Mens natural Heavineſs paſſes for 
dom, and they are admired for being 
xckheads. Sometimes forced Gravity does 
ſame Thing. Nor is it any Thing new to 
ce Wiſdom in Grimace ; many of the old 
Wiloſophers did the ſame, and made their long 
ards, in particular, an eminent Type of it. 


12] 
| i 


Juſſit ſapientem paſcere barbam, 


ubtleſs, like others who have lived ſince, 
often poſſeſſed the Sign fogly.- The 
ool- 


i. 


* 
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Schoolmen were reckoned deep and wiſe Meu Du 
for talking unintelligibly, and their Wiſdom wi ul 
Jargon and Obſcurity. 1 

They that are really wiſe, need not tun 
much Pains to be thought ſo; and they that dee 
are not really wiſe We cannot live alway g 
upon the Stretch either of Silence, or of E 

ence, or of Gaiety and whoever endeavoy 
it, ſhews his Folly while he ſeeks Renown. C 
A Man of great Quality and Age, and q 
great Reputation for Wiſdom, being once ſuf W. 
prized by a foreign Miniſter, while he was Wor 
play with his little Children, was ſo far fro 
confeſſing any Shame for being thus caught i 
dulging the Fancy and Fondneſs of a Fathe 
that he told the Ambaſſador, who ſeemed t 
have found what he did not expe&: * Sir, þ 
*-in no Pain for me; he who is accounted 
* wiſe Man in the Morning, will never 7. 
„ reckoned a Fool at Night.” This is, n 
doubt, true of a Man truly wiſe. But it is JU 
true, that many Mien have paſſed for wiſe Me 
in the Morning, who have been found Fol ur 
before Noon. medi 

Men affe&edly wiſe, need only be examine ſ 
to be deſpiſed : and we find by Experienc"" | 
that ſtarched Gravity creates more Jeſt an Int 
Laughter amongſt Men of Senſe, who are gt truſt 
'nerally frank and pleaſant Men, than the moto 
remarkable Levity and Giddineſs can do. Ten 
Reverence therefore paid to ſuch Men, if it Hes de 
real, is conſtantly the Effect of Ignorance; v lt or 
admire them at a diſtauce, but when we us! 
them a little nearer, we begin to admire at ou Fur 
own Admirat ion. , 


— 
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But ſuch Examination is never like to be very 
pular, and conſequently ſuch Diſcoveries are 
t like to be very formidable; the Multitude 
never make them. There will be always 
great deal in reſolving to be great and wiſe, 
great Succeſs will be ever attending it; Si 5 
ulus oult decips decipiatur, is at all Times a 
Way of Reaſoning. And hence Drones 
| Coxcombs will, by a falſe Shew of Wiſ. 
m, be always bidding fair for the Reputation 
Wiſdom, and often for its Rewards. This 
nore eahly ſhewn than mended. 


I am, &c. 


R. 


Umane Judgment is the beſt and ſureſt 
1 Guide we have to follow in Affairs that 
humane, and even in Spirituals, where the 
mediate Word of God interpoſes not. But 
Mis fo liable to be corrupted and weigh'd 
Wn by the Biaſs's that Paſſion, Deluſion, 

| Intereſt hang upon it, that we ought never 
ruſt without Caution and Examination, ei- 
to our own or that of others, 

len are hardly ever brought to think them- 
es deceived in contending for Points of In- 
it or Pleaſure. But as it is rare that one 
ns Purſuits do not croſs and interfere with 
MF Purſuits of others, and as every Man con- 
s for the Reaſonableneſs of his own; tho 
IC 
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it muſt be in the Nature of Things that the 
may be both in the Wrong, and only one cy 
be in the Right; hence it proceeds that Mer 
who are fo naturally alike, become moral! 
ſo unlike, that ſometimes there is more Reſem 
blance between a Man and a Wolf, than be 
tween one Man and another, and that one an 
the ſame Man is not one and the fame Ma 
in two different Stations. | 
The Difference therefore between one Man 
udgment and another's, ariſes not ſo mud 

m the natural Difterence between them; thi 
that too, the Structure of their Organs bein 
different, may beget different Sentiments; M 
from the Difference of their Education, the | 
Situation and Views, and other external Cauſe 

Men, who in private Life were Juſt, Me 
deſt and Good, have been obſerv'd, upon the 
Elevation into high Places, to have left: 
their virtuous and beneficent Qualities behi 
them, and to have acted afterwards upon 
new Spirit, of Arrogance, Injuſtice and 0! 
preſſion. And yet, perhaps, their latter Act 
ons had as much the Sanction of their oy 
Judgment as their firſt. ; 

England could not boaſt of a greater Pat 
ot than the great Earl of Strafford, while iſ 
was yet a private Commoner. No Mane 
pos d better, or more zealouſly, the Encroad 
ments and Oppreiiions practis'd by the Cou 
upon the Kingdom, or contended more loud 
for a Redreſs of Grievances : But he was 
ſooner got into the Court, but he began ope 
ly to counteract the whole Courſe of his pi. 
Life: He devis'd new Ways of Terror a 

| | Oppreili 
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Noppreſſion, and heighten'd all thoſe Grievances 
of which he had complain'd; and as the ex- 
cellent Lord Falkland ſaid of him in the Houſe 
of Commons, The Oppreſſions he committed 
ug ere ſo Various, ſo Many, and ſo Mighty, as were 
never committed by any Governor in any Govern- 
ent ſince Verres left Sicily. But tho? the two 
eat Parts of his Life were thus . 
nconſiſtent, I do not remember that he ever 
ondemn'd the Worſt, tho? he Tuffer'd for it, 
Wer recanted the Belt. It is probable his Judg- 
nent in both Caſes approv'd his Conduct. 
Nor is the Judgment of Men varied by great 
nd conſiderable Cauſes only; to the Diſgrace 
f our Reaſon we muſt own, that little ones 
o it as effectually. A wiſe Man ruffled b 
n Accident, or heated by Liquor, ſhall tal 
nd act like a Madman or a Fool; as a Mad- 
an, With a little Soothing and Management, 
all talk like a wiſe Man : And there are In- 
ances of very able Men, who, having done 
feat Service to their Prince and Country, 
ave undone it all from Motives that are ſhame- 
| to mention —— Perhaps they miſs'd a 
mile from him when they expected one, of 
et with a ſatyrical Jeſt when they expected 
ne ; and thus piqu'd by a little real Mirth 
fancy'd Neglect, they have run into all the 
ceſſes of Diſloyalty and Rebellion, and ei- 
ter ruin'd their Country, or themſelves and 
eir Families, in attempting it: Others, miſled 
a gracious Nod, or a Squeeze by the Hand, 
a few fair Promiſes no better than either 
Ne, by running all the contrary Lengths of 
dmplaifance and Subſerviency, done as much 


WV OL, II. N Miſchief | 


2 
\ 


290 CATOs LETTERS. 


Miſchief to their Country, without intending 
it any, and perhaps thinking they did it none, M © 
"There are Examples of the ſame Men practi. M2 
fing both rheſe Extremes, : cl 

So mechanical a Thing is humane Judg. MW © 


ment! And fo eaſily is the humane Machine M4 
diſconcerted and put out of its Tone! And the 1 
( 


Mind ſubſiſting in ir, and acting by it, is calm 
or ruffled as its Vehicle is ſo. But tho' the 
various Accidents and Diſorders happening to 
the Body, are the certain Cauſes of Diſorders 
and irregular Operations in the Mind ; yet 
Cauſes that are internal affect it ſtill more; l 
mean the Stimulations of Ambition, Revenge, 
Luſt and Avarice. Theſe are the great Cauſes 
2 the ſeveral irregular and vicious Purſuits of 

en. 

Neither is it to be expected that Men diſa- 
greeing in Intereſt, will ever agree in Judg. 
ment. Wrong, with Advantages attending it, 
will be turned into Right, and Falſhood into 
"Truth ; and, as often as Reaſon is againſt a Man, 
a Man will be againſt Reoſon : And both Truth 
and Right, when they thwart the Intereſts and 
Paſſions of Men, will be uſed like Enemies, andi Pa 
call'd Names. : | 

It is remarkable that Men, when they diftcnſ®? © 
in any Thing conſiderable, or which the) 
think conſiderable, will be apt to differ in almoſt In 7 
every Thing elſe. Their Differences beg 
Contradiction, Contradiction begets Heat, and 
Heat quickly riſes into Reſentment, Rage and 
III will. Thus they differ in Affections as theme, 
differ in Judgment; and the Contention which ay 
began in Pride, ends in Anger, * wh 


CATOs LETTERS. 291 


The acquieſcing ſincerely in the Judgment 
or another, without the Concurrence of out 
q own, and without any Advantage real or fan- 
- Wcicd, moving us to ſuch Acquieſcence, is a 

Compliment which 1 do not know that one 
5 WW Man ever paid to another: An unanſwerable 
be WArgument, why no Man ſhould be provok'd at 


4 thoſe whom he cannot convince, fince they, 
he baving Reaſons, or thinking they have Reaſons, 
to on the contrary ſide, as ſtrong as his, or ſtronger, 


have as much Cauſe to be provok'd with him 
for not acquieſcing in theirs. And yet there 
are but few Debates of Conſequence in this 
Vorld, where the Arguments are not ſeconded 
y Wrath, and often ſupplied by it. 
But this is not the Way of dealing with Men; 
or is there any other Way of perſwading them 
© Mito your Judgment, but by ſhewing it their 
de ntereſt. Their Minds are fo corrupted by 
heir Appetites, that, generally ſpeaking, their 
udgment is nothing but their Intereſt in Theo- 
; and their Intereſt is their Judgment redu. 
ed into Practice. This will account for the 
ntradictory Parts Men play, and the contra- 
1 Parties they occaſionally chuſe. This ſerves 
em with Reaſons for the unreaſonable Things 
xy do, and turns Roguery into Honeſty, and 


iffe a | 
hen eacnels into Merit. f 
moll In Truth, when ever Men leave their own 


MW{gment for the Judgment of others, as they 
metimes do ; they either do it for Gain, or 
ory, or Pleaſure, or for the avoiding of 
ame, or ſome ſuch Cauſe ; all which Motives 
e Intereſt, as is every Thing elſe that they 


cg 


the 


a for their own ſakes. Thus Honeſty is often 
Th N 2 only 
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only the Fear of Infamy, and Honour the Ap: 
petite of Applauſe: Thus Men ruſh into Dan- 
ger and Dearh, to gratify Love or Anger, or 
to acquire Fame: And thus they are faithful 
to their Word and Engagement; to avoid the 
Reproach of Treachery 

Men are fo apt to link their Approbation 
to their Profit and Pleaſure, that their Intereſt, 
tho? ever ſo vile, abſurd, and unjuſtihable, 
becomes really their Judgment. I do not think 
that humane Art and Imagination could have 
invented Tenets more falſe and abominable, 
more chimerical or miſchievous, than are thoſe 

of the Infallibility of the Pope, and the Irreſiſti- 
bleneſs of Tyrants; that is, That one Man, 
living in the hourly Practice of Error, or Vice, 
or Folly, and often of them all, ſhall judge for 
the whole Earth, and do what God has not 
done; that is, faſhion the Minds of all humane 
Race like his own, and make them his Sacrifices 
where he cannot make them his Slaves : And 
that another Man ſhall have a divine Right to 
repreſent God and govern Man, by acting a 
gainſt God and deſtroying Man. 

Theſe are ſuch monſtrous Abſurdities, ſuct 
terrible, ridiculous, and inhumane Inventions 
as could ariſe from nothing but Pride and Ava 
rice on one Side, and Fear and Flattery on the 
other ; and could be defended by nothing but 
the moſt brutiſh Force, or the moſt abandonec 
Impudence. And yet we have ſeen them de 


fended, and God Almighty declared their De 
fender; even him, who is the God of Mercy and 
Truth, made, blaſphemouſly, the Author 0 


4 


Cruelty and Lies. 


n 
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| In this Light do theſe Things-appear to one 
» W who conſiders them without embarking in them, 
nnd receiving any Advantage from them. But 
1 Wl thoſe who gain or ſubſiſt by them, ſee them in 
e a different Light: I doubt not but their Judg- 

ment, as they call it, does actually blend with 
n Wl their Intereſt, or for the moſt part does; and 
t, Wl therefore they are really in earneſt in maintain- 
e, Wing it. Folly, Falſhood, and Villainy, are no- 
ik Wl longer called by their own Names, nor thought 
ve to deſerve them, by thoſe that reap Advantages 
le, ¶ from them. Even thoſe, who have practiſed 
the greateſt of all Evils, even that of deſtroy- 
ing God's People, have thought that in doing it 
they did God good Service. Our Blefled Sa- 
viour foretold it, and his Words have been ful- 
iling ever. ſince, and perhaps will be till he- 
returns. 

Oliver Cromwell ſought God in all his Oppreſ- 
lions ; and tho' I am ſure that he was an Uſur- 
per, I am not ſure that he was a Hypocrite, at. 
leaſt all along; tho' it is moſt probable he was. 
one at firſt. But he had fo long perſonated a: 
Saint, that he ſeems- at laſt to have thought 
himſelf one; and when he ſaw his latter End: 
approaching, he was ſo far from ſhewing any 
Compun&tion for the Part he had acted, that: 
Ie, on the contrary, boaſted he had been the 
WCauſe of much Good to this Nation; and add- 
ed ſuch Ejaculations and Prayers, as ſhewed 
that he poſſeſſed his Mind in Peace, and was: 
not without Confidence in God. | 
and The Emperor of Morocco, than whom a more- 
r humane Butcher never lived, makes God the- 
\uthorof all ME” 2 and when hemurders; 

1 1m 
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a Slave (as he does every Day gory out of 
Wantonneſs or Wrath, he lifts up his Eyes and 
ſays. *Tis God that does it: No Man talks more 
of God and Religion, and he certainly thinks 
himſelf a moſt religious Man. 
Let all this ſerve to ſhew, how little Mens 
udgment is to be truſted when Intereſt fol. 
ows it, and is probably both the Cauſe and the I h: 
Effect. Let it abate our Confidence in partꝭ I ſte 
cular Men, who may make our Truſt in Them I the 
the Means of their miſleading Us: Let us leam Re 
to believe no Man the more, becauſe he believes Re 
himſelf ; ſince Men are as obſtinate in Error, Ar 

eſpecially in gainful Error, as they are in Truth; 
and more fo, where Truth is not gainful: And, jy, 
laſtly, let us ſwallow no Man's judgment, gi 
without judging of it and him; and yield ups a 
our Reaſon to no Man's Authority, nor our Hr 
Intereſt to any Man's Direction, any fartherFljpj 
rhan Prudence or Neceſſity obliges us. Let us gior 
remember what the World has ever got by im- Me. 
plicit Faith of any kind whatſoever. nac 


I am, &c. 0 


SIX, othe 


M EN boaſt of their Reaſon, and might 2 4 
juſtly, if they uſed it freely and applied Igeaſ 
it properly; but conſidering that generally in 
their moral Conduct, they are guided by ſuchſ o 
Reaſons as are a Shame and a Contradiction 


to 


Ilision at all is better than a miſchievous Reli- 


44 © 3 
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to Reaſon, it ſeems to be thrown away upon 
them: Indeed, ſo little, or ſo wrong, is the 
flſe they make of it, that it would be really 
for their Reputation, if they had none. 

But tho' the Many fcarce uſe it at all, and 
none ſo much as they ought; yet every Man 
thinks he does, and never wants ſomethin 
which he calls Reaſon, for the Juſtification < 
his Folly or Wickedneſs. Prejudice or Paſſion 
ſteps into its Room, takes its Nameg and under 
the Appearance of Reaſon, does Things which 
Reaſon abhors: And thus Reaſon, as well as: 
Religion, 1s Forced to furniſh its Enemies with 
Arms againſt ir ſelf, and the Abuſe of it is 
worſe and more dangerous than the abſolute- 
Want of it; as an Idiot is leſs terrible and leſs: 
odious than a Knave, and as a harmleſs Pagan 
s a much more amiable Character than an out- 
rageous perfecuting Bigot. So that as no Re- 


gion; that is to ſay, any Religion that prompts 
Men to hurt one another; ſo the Abſence or 
Inactivity of the Faculties, is better than the 
Quickneſs of Faculties wickedly applied. 

Of all the many falſe Lights that miſſead 
Men from their Reaſon, Prejudice is one of 
the foremoſt and moſt fucceſs ful; and tho' no- 
wo Things upon Earth are more oppoſite in: 
their Natures, or more deſtructive of each 
other, than Reaſon and Prejudice are; yer 
they are often. made to paſs for each other: 
And as ſome Men will give you very good 
Reaſons for their being in the wrong them- 
elves ; there are thoſe too, who will give you 
4.g00d, why others ſhould not be in the right; 

9 "0 4 that: 


in the World and fo ſucceſsfully does this Foe 


.a Wilfulneſs to maintain it, whether regarding 


tion for Saintſhip ſeems to have conſiſted in 
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that is, the Prejudices of ſome would be thought 
Wiſdom, and the Wiſdom. of others is mi. 
called Prejudice. The worſt Things that Men 
do, called by a good Name, paſs for the beſt; 


and the beſt, blackened by añ ill Name, paſs 
for the worſt. Such is the Force of Prejudice 


to Reaſon ape Reaſon ! bar 
Prejudice is an obſtinate and unreaſonable 
Atrachment to an Opinion, ſupported only b 


Men or Things; it links the good with the 
bad, and the bad with the good, and hates o 
loves by the Lump. Thus if a Man is called 
Saint, his worſt Actions are fainted with him; 
and his very Ignorance and Cruelty, and even 
his Dirtineſs and his Dreams, are made ſacree 
2nd meritorious; as may be ſeen at Jarge in the 
R:miſh Legends, where the principal Qualifica 


ſtark raving Madneſs, and in an implacable 
and bloody Fury towards all Senſe and Sobriety 
And thus, even with us, if a Man paſſes for 
good Man, his bad Deeds are often thought 
good ones, by thoſe that think him ſo, and only 
becauſe they think him ſo. "oh 
On the other Side, if a Man is called 2 
Atheiſt, the Odium of that Name, where it ig: 
believed true, is made a Blot upon his belt 
Actions and . Virtue, and to defeat then 
as well as foil them. That there are ſuch Me 
as Atheiſts, can only be imagined by thofe, whe 
doubting of a Deity themſelves, may naturally 
enough ſuppoſe that there are others who, quite 
disbclieve One: For my own particular, I can 
| not 
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vel not think there are any ſuch. Men; but if there 
ulM were, I cannot think that Truth and Sobriety 
len n an Atheiſt, are worſe than in another Man- 
lt That Black is not White, and that T'wo.andt 
Ul Two make Four, is as true out of the Mouths: 
ice of an Atheiſt, as out of the Mouth of an Apoſtle: 
e A Penny given by an Atheiſt to a Beggar, is: 

better Alms than a Halfpenny given by a Be 
ble liever; and the good Senſe of an Atheiſt is pre- 
W rable to the Miſtakes of a good C hriſtian-:. In. 
"ſhort, whatever reputed Atheiſts: do well, or 
Wipeak truly, is more to be imitated and credited,. 
chan what the greateſt Believers do wickedly,. 
Wor ſay falſly; and even in the Bulineſs of bear- 
ing Teſtimony, or making a Report, in which: 
WCiſes the Credit and Reputation of the Wit 
neſs gives ſome Weight, or none, to what he. 
duc ays; more Regard is to be had to the Word of- 
an Unbeliever who has no Intereſt on. either- 
ide, than to. the Word of a Believer who- 


as. 

So that as no Man is-to be believed an Atheiſt, 
unleſs he be evidently proved one; which, 
vhere he himſelf denies it, can be done by God: 
only; ſo neither are the good or bad Actions off 
an Atheiſt worſe, with reſpect to the World, at: 
"Walt for his being one; tho? the Sin of a Saint. 
W's more ſinful than that of WA, As it is: 
Wherefore the blackeſt and molt: barbarous Vil-- 
lainy to charge any Man with Atheiſm, who is- 
no Atheiſt ; it-is the greateſt Folly to think thatz 
Jay Man's Crimes are the leſs, for the Names 
f him that cc mmits them; or that Truth is: 
Jess or more Truth, for the ill or good Names 
Wt him that ſpeaks it 
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Prejudice has long taught Men, contrary to 
all Reaſon, to think otherwiſe ; and to conſider, Ml t: 
not what was done or faid ; but who where the 
Men that ſaid or did it. A happy Expedient, B 
FT muſt own, to acquire Dominioh, and to exer- a! 
ciſe it; and to keep, for that End, Mankind i m 
ignorant and baſe, as their Teachers and Go- an 
vernors do generally keep them! And there. co 
fore, in moſt Parts of the World, Truth is a 
capital Crime; and the Pope and Mahomet, the ho 
Alcoran and the Maſ5-Book, and the like Sounds, Wo! 
with a competent Aſſiſtance of Fire and Sword, M. 
are ſufficient to convince and govern all true 
Catholicks and Muſſelmen. anc 
But we live in a Land of Liberty; and have, Wha 
J hope, well-nigh wiped off the Scandal of be. N cou 
ing led or animated by Noiſe and Names, as 
were many of our Forefathers ; whoſe Reaſon 
being in other Mens keeping, was generally{Wrailc 
turned upon them, and co-operated with other 
Cauſes, towards keeping them in Bondage. 
They were decoy'd or frightened into Folly and 
Chains; ſome Aw not their Condition, and 
others wanted Courage or Power to mend it. 
But with Liberty Light has ſprung in, and we 
have got rid of the Terrors and Deluſion oc- 
caſioned by ſolemn and ill: ſounding Names; a 
ſort of Bugbears that frighten only in the 
dark : We have learned that we are as fit to f. 
vie our own Underſtandings, as they are whole 
Underſtandings are no better than ours ; and 
that there is no Merit in Sounds, nor in thoſe 
Actions wiich a wicked Man may practiſe as 
well as a god Man, without departing from” 
his Character. | 
True 
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True Learning and Prejudices cannot ſubſiſt 


together; and therefore, tho' in Societies of 
Pedants, little elſe is to be fond but Prejudices, 
Bitternefs, Ignorance, and Ill. breeding; J am- 
amazed to hear, that in Societies of Gentle 
men, formed for the promoting of Knowledge, 
and Liberty of Enquiry, a Province utterly in- 
conſiſtent with the narrow Spirit of Prejudice, 
there are yet found Inſtances of the greateſt. E 
hope, however, it is not true, what I am: 
told, That the. Royal Seciety refuſed admitting: 
Mr. 1/biſton and another ingenious Gentleman 
as Members, becauſe the One was an Arian,, 
and the other a Black, Who would imagine, 
that natural Complexion or religious Opinions, 


be- could any way affect the Diſcovery of Foſſils: 


and Cockleſhels, or the Improvement of Muſtard: 
and Pickles ? But I dare ſay, this is only a Story 
raiſed, to bring that learned Body into Ridi- 
cule and Contempt: If it were true, it would: 


Wiuſtify the Jeſt made upon them by a Gentleman, 


who being asked by ſome of them, Whether- 

he had a mind to be a Member? told them, 

No, Gentlemen, tis impoſſible; you ſee I have as 

Mole on my Upper Lip; and I am ſubject to talł i 

my Sleep. | 
t is ſcarce credible, but that we fee it; how 

violently and A Prejudice flies in the: 

re 


Face of Reaſon, and often gers the better of it,, 


in Inſtances. too where Reaſon ſeems to be- 
ſtrongeſt and moſt obvious. L ſhall mention a- 
remarkable one. 

28 


Alexander and Ceſar are never mentioned but: 


om vith Applauſe, or thought of but as amiable: 


rue 


haracters, and the true Patterns of. Princes. 


„ 
. 
' 
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and Heroes, tho? it is certain there never lived 
more wicked Men; they turned the World up- 
fide down, and uſurped its Power; — paved © 
their Way to Dominion with dead ies, and i N 
were the Oppreſſors and Butchers of humane Ml \ 
Race. Here is Fact, plain undeniable Fact, F 
againſt Prejudice and Opinion. 1 


Oliver Cromwe!, on the contrary, is ſcarce ever g 

mentioned but with Deteſtation, or thought of 
but as. a Monſter ; tho? it is certain that he 2 
never did the hundredth Part of the Miſchief tt 
that was done by either of the other Two. Hell g. 
had at leaſt as good a Right to Great Britain as p. 
they had to the Globe, and ruled it with more ri 
Equity and leſs Blood. He was, doubtleſs, an 25 
Uſurper, but a little one; and tho? wicked &. 
enough, really an innocent Man compared ta of 
them. Nor was he at all below them in Par w 
and Courage. What thereſore is the Cauſe oi ot 
this mighty and unjuſt Difference, where the G 
lefler Wickedneſs is moſt magnified, and leaſti th 

excuſed, and where the blackeſt Criminal: 
and the higheſt Uſurpers are admired and Ju 
extolled ? th 
There is yet one Effect of Prejudice more] m. 
impious than all the reſt; I mean, the daring ha 
Preſumption of thoſe Men who wantonly apMW ch 

ply the Judgments: of God to others, and: 0 
calling thoſe Things Judgments, which are no ch 
ſo. Probably nothing ever yet happened to on all 
Man, but has happened to another, and 4 Ro: 
different: The Wicked live in as much Pro Ea 
ſperity, and die with as few Agonies as do th Fa 
| Righteous, who, I think, are allowed ro bt - 
W 


here much the more unhappy of the = 


7 a 
11 
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Who has told us, what God can only tell, that 
Misfortunes are Judgments, or that Death is 
one; That Death which is common to all 
Men? And as to the different and diſaſtrous 
Manners of dying; have not Fire and Sword, 
Famine and Peſtilence, Poiſon and Torture, 
wild Beaſts and Accidents, deſtroyed as many 
good Men as evil Men ? $i 
How fooliſh and inſolent are we! When we- 
are angry, unreaſonably angry with one ano- 
ther, we preſumptuouſly think that God, the 
good and all wiſe God, is ſo too; by which we 
profanely ſuggeſt, that he is a Being as weak, 
ridiculous, and paſſionate as our ſelves. Where-. 
25 that often pleaſes God, which is hated by 
Man, and that which is really a Bleſſing is 
often thought a Curſe; and therefore ſome 
wickedly think the Judgment of God due to 
others for Things that entitle them rather to 
God's Favour. So wickedly do Men differ in. 
their Sentiments and AﬀeCtions !: WH 
They who call the Misfortunes of others: 
Judgments upon them, do plainly enough own, 
tho not in Words, that they wiſh for Judg- 
ments upon others, or are glad when they 
happen. What can we ſay of ſuch an Anti- 
chriſtian Spirit as this? N 
When the Heathens were uppermoſt; they 
charged the Chriſtians with being the Cauſe of 
all the Evils and Misfortunes that befel the 
Roman Empire, ſuch as Inundations, Plagves, 
Earthquakes, and the like; and one of the 
Fathers writ 4 Book to prove, that all* thoſe 
Things had been from the Beginning; ard 
Whoever makes the like Charge now againſt 
any 


,D 


pe 
” 
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* 


302 CA TOS LETTERS. 

1 5 Man, or Body of Men, may be ſilenced, 
f he has Modeſty, Senſe, or Shame in him, by 
the ſame Anſwer. + ND 


— 
— 
- 


SIR, 


WV R Paul Ricaut*s State of the Ottoman Empire, 
is what I have quoted more than once in 
theſe Letters: It is written with Fidelity and 
Judgment, and gives us a good Idea of that 
horrible and deſtroying Government; a Go- 
vernment fierce and inhumane, founded in 
Blood, and ſupported by Barbarity ; and a 
Government, that has a declared Enmity to all 
2 is good and lovely in the Eyes of Man- 
ind. 

I have therefore tranſcribed the following 
from him, to ſhew my Countrymen the abjcd 
the deplorable Condition of that People, and 
the brutiſh and deſtructive Genius of their Go- 
vernment; and I do it with a benevolent View, 

to make them more and more in love with 

their own, and paſſionate for its Preſervation. 

No Man's Authority is, or ought to be of 
any Weight for cr againſt Truth, when every 
Man ſees it, or may fee it: But ſince weak 
Men, and they that are worſe, make a Dith- 
culty of crediting the Reaſonings and Relations 
of any Men about any Thing, unleſs they 


know and approve his Opinions in every thing; 


I think it not amiſs to acquaint my Readers 


that Sir Paul was a ſincere Monarchy-man, and 


— 
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an unqueſtionable Friend to our civil and reli- 
gious Eſtabliſhment ; but having long ſeen the 
diſmal Terrors and Deſolations of Abſolute 
Monarchy, he could not help obſerving the 
infinite Diſtance between that and a li- 
mited one ; as may be ſeen in the following 
Quotation. | 
For my own particular, I think it contrary 
to common Senſe to concern my felf with the 
Character of a Writer, in thoſe Writings 
which do. not concern his Character: And 
therefore in Matters of Reaſon or Fact, Cicero 
is as much regarded by me as Dr. Tillorſon, 
and I credit Livy as much as I do Dr. Prideaux. 
For this Reaſon, in reading Authors, Chriſtian 
or Heathen, Monarchical or Republican, I do 
not conſider their Syſtem but their Senſe ; 
which I ſhall therefore, as often as I ſee neceſ- 
fary, give in their own Words, where I can- 
not mend them: And 2s often as they ſpeak 
my Thoughts as well, or better than I could 
ſpeak them my ſelf, I ſhall not ſcruple being 
beholden to them. 
I am, &c. 


60 EF] E that is an Eye-witneſs and ſtrict Ob- 

« ſerver of the various Changes and 
* Chances in the Greatnefs, Honours, and 
* Riches of the Turks, hath a lively Emblem 


before him of the Unconſtancy and Muta- 


* bility of humane Affairs. Fortune ſo ſtrange- 
ly ſports with this People, that a Comedy 


or a Tragedy on the Stage, with all its 


Scenes, is fcarce ſooner opened or ended, 
than the Fate of divers great Men, who 5 
the 

bn 
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the Day. time being exhaled into high Sub:. 
& limity by the powerful Rays of the Sultan 
* & Favour, fall or vaniſh in the Night, like a, 
1 Meteor. The Reaſon hereof, if duly conſi. 
&*. dered, may be of great Uſe as Things ſtand © 
here; that is, the Power of the Grand Sep. ſl 
&* nior; for in this Conſtitution the Benefit of, 
the Emperor is conſulted before the Welfare. 
*.of the Fragly, {iS 1-17 8, 
S * * * * = * * 
And this Courſe does not only evidence. 
* the Power of the Grand Seignior, but like.. 
& wiſe encreaſes it; for none are advanced ia. 
© theſe Times to Office, but pay the Grandi. 
&* Seignior vaſt Sums of Money for it, accord... 
ing to the Riches and Expectations of Profit, 
from the Charge: Some pay, as the Baſbani ,. 
„ of Grand Cairo and Babylon, Three or Four. 
Hundred Thoufand Dollars upon paſling theffl, © 
“ Commiſion ; others One, others Two Hun. .. 
& dred Thouſand ; ſome Fifty Thouſand, al, * 
© their Places are more or lefs- conſiderable; 
and the Money is moſt commonly taken up 
& at Intereſt at 40 or 50 per Cent. for the Year 
„ and ſometimes at double, when they are 
* conſtrained to become Debtors to the cov 
© tous Eunuchs of the Seraglio. So that ever) 
& one, at his firſt Entrance into Office, lookW 
4 upon himſelf (as indeed he is) greatly in 
& debted and. obliged by Juſtice or Injuſtice 
„ right or wrong, ſpeedily to disburden him 
6 ſelf of the Debts, and improve his ow 
& Principal in the World; and this Deſig 
„ muſt not be long in Performance, leſt the 
S haſty Edict overtake him before the Wor 


] 
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« is done, and call him to an Account for the 
„Improvement of his Talent. _ 

1 Faking then all Circumſtances together, 
© the covetous Diſpoſition of a Turk, rhe Cru- 
© elty and Narrowneſs of Soul in thoſe Men 
© commonly that are born and educated in 
Want; think what Oppreſſion, what Ra- 
pine and Violence muſt be exerciſed, to ſa- 
* tisfy the Appetite of theſe Men, who come 
„ famiſhed with immenſe Deſires and ſtrange 
call Conſiderations to ſatisfy! Din fordidus, re- 
"A. * pente dives matationem fortune male regit, ac- 

* cenſis egeſtate longa cupidinibus immoderatus. 
* Tacit, So that Juſtice in its common Courſe, 
all 1s ſer to Sale; and it is very rare, when any 
obe“ Law. Suit is in Hand, but Bargains are made 
* for the Sentence, and he hath moſt Right, 
* who hath moſt Money to make him rectus in 
cum and advance his Cauſe; and it is the 
* common Courſe for both Parties at Diffe- 
* rence, before they appear together in Pre- 
* ſence of the Judge, to apply themſelves ſingly 
to him, and try whoſe Donative and Preſent 
* hath the moſt in it of Temptatiqn ; and it 
* is no Wonder if corrupt Men exerciſe this 
* kind of Trafficking with Juſtice, for having 
before bought the Office, of Conſequence 
they muſt ſell the Fruit. | At 

* Add hereunto a ſtrange kind of Facility 
in the Tarks, for a Trifle or ſmall Hire, to 
give falſe Witneſs in any Caſe, eſpecially 
(and that with a Word) when the Contro- 
verſy happens between a Chriſtian and a 
Jr; and then the Pretence is for the Nu 
. /elmanleck, as they call it; the Cauſe id re- 

| * ligious, 
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* ligious, and hallows all Falſeneſs and For 
gery in the Teſtimony * *. * 
* * * * o o oy X * 

* 'This Conſideration and Practice made an 
* Engliſh Ambaſſador, upon rehewing the Ca 
pitulations, to inſert an Article of Caution 
againſt the Teſtimony of Turks, as never tc 
be admitted or pleaded in any Court of 


cc . . . . 
Turkiſh Juſtice, againlt the Engliſh Intereſt 


6 * V 
ln the Times of the beſt Emperors, when ; 
* Virtue and Deſerts were conſidered, and the 4 
Empire flouriſhed and encreaſed, Men had. 
Offices conferred upon them for their Merits N 
* and good Services were rewarded freely anc * 
with Bounty, without Sums of Money and g. 
„Payments But now it is quite contra. ſ 
ry, and all Matters run out of Courſe ; I m 
* manifeſt Token, in my Opinion, of the De. > 
„ clenſion and Decay of the Empire ! d; 
However, this ſerves in part the great End p, 
* of the Empire; for B-ſhaws and great Men | | 
* baving a kind of a Neceiliry upon them 1 3, 
** oppreſs their Subjects, the People thereby 0 
** loſe their Courage; and by continual Taxa , 
* and Seizures upon what they gain, Poverty gi; 
"* ſubdugs their Spirits, and makes them mom | 
* patiently ſuffer all kind of Injuſtice and VS |. 
* olence that can be offered them, without are 
* Thoughts or Motion to Rebellion: And iS - - 


* the Lord Verulam ſays in his Eflays, That! He 
is impoſſible for a People overladen witl i. 
LTaxes, ever to become martial or valiant 
* for no Nation can be the Lion's Whelp, ang and 
S the Aſs between two Burthens. 
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By this Means the Turk preferves ſo many 
* different ſorts of People, as he hath con- 
* quered, in due Obedience, ufing no other 
HW" Help than a ſevere Hand, joined to all kind 
* of Oppreſſion: But ſuch as are Turks, and 
bear any Name of Office or Degree in the 
Service of the Empire, feel but part of this 
Oppreſſion, and live with all Freedom, ha- 
* ving their Spirits raiſed by a Licence they 
' attain to inſult over others that dare not 
TK relift them. 
But the Iſſue and Concluſion of the Spoils 
that theſe great Men make on Subjects, is 
very remarkable ; For as if God were pleaſed 
to evidence his juſt Puniſhment more evi- 
dently and plainly here than in other Sins, 
ſcarce any of all theſe Baſhaws that have 
made haſte to be rich, have eſcaped the 
Grand Seignior's Hands; but he either wholl 
diveſts them of All, or will ſhare the beſt 
Part of the Prey with them. Amongſt whom 
[ have obſerved none paſles fo hardly as the 
= Baſhaws of Grand Cairo, becauſe it is the 
' richeſt and moſt powerful of all the Go- 
vernments of this Empire; and fo, either in 
bis Journey Home, or after his Return, he 
W loſes his Life by publick Command, or at 
leaſt is rifled of his Goods as ill got, which 
are condemned to the Grand Seignior's Trea- 
ſury: And it is ſtrange yet to ſee with what 
Heat thefe Men labour to amaſs Riches, 
which they know by often Experiences have 
proved but Collections for their Maſter ; 
and only the Odium and Curſes which the 
oppreſſed Wretches have vented againſt their 
-* Rapine, 
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* Rapine, remain to themſelves. Rebus ſecun 
« dis avidi, adverſis autem incauti, Tac, * 
Z 
© 'The Turk underſtands well. how profitably 
& it is for the Conſtitution ef his Eſtate, tc 
* ufe evil Inſtruments, who may oppreſs and 
poll his People, intending afterwards fo 
„ himſelf the whole Harveſt of their La 
©. bours ; they remaining with their Hatred 
* while the Prince, under Colour of perform 
ing Juſtice, procures both Riches and Fame 
together. 

If it be ſuſpected that any Great Man in 
E tends to make Combuſtion or Mutiny in hi 
© Government, or that his Wealth or natura 
& Abilities render him formidable, withou 
« further Inquiſition or Scrutiny, all Diſcon 
© tent of the Grand Seignior is diflembled, anc 
«© perhaps a Horſe, or Sword, or Sable Veſt 
« is reported to be preſented, and all fa 
Treatment is counterfeited, till the Execu 
© tioner gets the Bow. ſtring about his Neck 
and then they care not how rudely they dea 
* with him: Juſt like the Birds in Plutarch 
that beat the Cuckow, for fear that in Time 
he ſhould become a Hawk. | 
And to make more Room for the Multi 


©. - 
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„ 


* tude of Officers that crowd for Pre fermentꝗ to 
&« and to act the cruel Edicts of the Empic th 
s with the leaſt Noiſe ; often times when : of 
great Perſonage is removed from his Place o th 
& Trot, and ſent with a new Commiſſion t ©c 
7 the Charge, perhaps, of a greater Govern 1 


* ment; and though he depart from the Rega 
Seat with all fair Demonſtrations of Farouſ de 
a „ 


A e 1. f | 
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yet before he hath advanced Three Days in 
his Journey, triumphing in the Multitude of 
his Servants and his late Hopes, the fatal 
Command overtakes him, and, without any 
Accuſation or Cauſe, other than the Will of 
the Sultan, he is barbarouſly put to Death, 
* and his Body thrown into the Dirt of a foreign 
* and unknown Country, without Solemnity 
of Funeral or Monument; and he is no 
ſooner in his Grave, than his Memory is for- 
gotten. 
* Hence are apparent the Cauſe of the De- 
cay of Arts amongſt the Turks ;- and of the 
Neglect and Want of Care in manuring and 
cultivating their Lands; why their Houſes © 
and private Buildings are made flight, and 
not durable for more than Ten or Twenty 
Years ; why you find there no delightful 
Orchards, and pleaſant Gardens and Planta- 
tions; and why, in thoſe Countries where 
Nature hath contributed ſo much on her 
Part, there are no additional Labours of 
Art to complear all, and turn it into a Pa- 
radiſe : For Men, knowing no certain Heir, 
nor who ſhall ſucceed them in their Labours, 
contrive only for a few Years Enjoyment. 
And moreover, Men are afraid of ſhewing - 
too much Oſtentation or Magnificence in + 
their Palaces, or Ingenuity in the Pleaſures \ 
of their Gardens, Jeſt they ſhould bring on 
them the ſame Fate that Naboth's Vineyard 
occaſioned to its Maſter. And therefore 
Men neglect all Applications to the Studies 
of Arts and Sciences, but only ſuch as are 
neceſſary to the meer Courſe of Livingy 
— oor 
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For the Fear and Crime of being known to 

* be rich, makes them appear outwardly poor, 

* and fo become naturally Stoicks and Philoſo- 
© phers in all the Points of à reſerved and 
© cavtious Life. f 

* And here I am at a ſtand, and cannot con- 
* clude, without contemplating a while, and 
« pleaſing myſelf with the Thoughts of the 
* Bleſſedneſs the Happineſs, the Liberty o 
„ my own Country; where Men, under the 
Protection and ſafe Influence of a gracious 
and the beſt Prince in the World (He might 
* with more Propriety have ſaid, the beſt Con-. 
© ſtitution in the World) enjoy and eat of the 
Fruit of their own Labour; and purchaſe to 
* themſelves, with Security, Fields and Ma- 
* nors, and dare acknowledge and glory in 
their Wealth and Pomp, and yet leave the 
Inheritance to their Poſterity. 


** 


— 
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POrulariet is the Fondneſs and Applauſe offi. 


many, following the Perſon of one, who fad 
does, in their Opinion, deſerve well of them; 
and it mult doubtleſs be a ſenſible Pleaſure to by 
him who enjoys it, if he enjoys it upon good Th 
Terms, and from reputable Cauſes : But where 
it is only to be acquired by decciving Men withhq ; 
Words, or intoxicating them with Liquors, ory ; 
purchaling their Hearts with Bribes, a virtuous wh 


Man would rather be without it; and therefore mne 
virtuous 


to 
or, 
{o- 


nd 
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irtuous Men have been rarely 
n the Beginning, or near the firſt Riſe of States, 
while they yet preſerved their Innocence. 


|.bred Names; or by riotin 
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pular, except 


Where Parties prevail, a 2 Way to 


ain Popularity, is to act fooliſhly for one Side, 
ind wickedly againſt the other: And therefore 
ome publick Talkers have 


—— popular, by 


alling thoſe whom they diſliked by bitter and 
and making a 
loiſe for ſome Sounds, which they had taken 


liking to; or by inſulting and abuſing thoſe 


hat affronted them, by being more ſober and 


nfible than themſelves : And ſome to be re- 
enged on thoſe that never hurt them, have 
ren themſelves up a blind Prey to certain 
eaders, who deluded them, and ſold them, 
nd yet earned popular Applauſe of them for 
o ſerving them. 

So that Popularity is often but the Price 
hich the People pay to their Chiefs, for de- 
eiving and ſelling them : And this Price is fo 
plicitly paid, that the very Vices and Foole- 
:s of a popular Chief become popular too, 
nd were perhaps amongſt the firſt Cauſes that 
ade him ſo. Some Gentlemen of this Caſt, 
ve their Figure to the Weakneſs of their 
zads, or the Strength of their Barrels; and 


Mow conſiderable by their having ſmall Parts, 


by drinking away thoſe that they have. 

Theſe are the Inſtruments that cunning Men 
ork with; and therefore ſometimes a Knave, 
ho is not popular, ſhall get a weak Man, 
ho 1s ſo, to do thoſe Things with Applauſe, 
r which he himſelf would be hated and con- 
mned ; And the Hand that executes ſhall be 


bleſſed, 


* 
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bleſſed, when the Head that contrives would th 
be curſed, for one and the ſame Thing. T. 
This ſhews that Names are principal Rea As 
ſons to determine the Multitude to popular ta 
Love and Hatred; and it proceeds not fo much int 
from their bein untaught as ill taught; when 
jw are inſtructed not to reaſon but to rage, 
and not to judge but to miſtake, a better Dil: 
cernment and wiſer Behaviour are not to be 
hoped from them. 
Demetrius, and the other Craftſmen, Shrine. 
makers to Diana, were, at Epheſus, more po- 
pular Men than St. Paul, and raiſed a Mob toff 
confute his Arguments for Chriſtianity : For it 
had not yet entered in the Heads of the Peo. 
25 that Religion and Rage were contradictory 


Things, and that Antiquity and ReverenceWuds 
could not ſanctify Impiety, Falſhood, andWhan 
Folly. | 0 th 

In like Manner, Barabbas, a Rioter and ore 
Murderer, had more Votes to ſave him, thanſalſe 
our Bleſſed Saviour had; who was thought, byſnd 1 
that zealous, deluded, and outragious PeopleFolt 
to be the greater Criminal of the Two, forffmpo 
having told them ſober and ſaving Truth & Tt 
which was new to them, tho' everlaſting inſÞmve 
itſelf, and therefore condemned becauſe it waFhere 


new. 
Now, in neither of theſe Inſtances were the 
People, though they acted thus impiouſly and 
madly, originally in the Fault; but thoſe wht 
taught them ; and who, having for Religio 
taught them Trifles, Folly, and Fury, werd 

alarmed by the rational and prevailing Doc 
trines of Mercy, Wiſdom, and TH. Ty 
therefor 
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H berefore blaſpheme againſt the Author of 

Truth, and yet charge him with Blaſphemy. 
. ro the Populace, they did as they were 
efltaught,*and uttered the Cry which was put 
into their Mouths. - | 
The People, when they are left to themſelves, -_ 
and their own Underſtandings and Obſervation; 
will judge of Men by their good or bad Ac- 
tions, and are capable of ſeparating Vice from 
Virtue, and the Joft. oma the Unjuſt : And 
therefore, when their Government is not cor- 
rupted, the beſt and moſt virtuous Men will 
{ways be the moſt popular; and he who does 
beſt will be eſteemed beſt : But when ſtrong 
0-MLiquor, or Money, or falſe Terrors intervene ; 
hen Government is turned into Faction; the 
judgment of the People is vitiated, and worſe 
han none: Trey then prefer the worſt Men 
> the beſt, if they have ſtronger Drink, or 
ore Money, or are covered with any other 
aſe Merit, by thoſe whoſe Word they take, 
d whoſe Authority they ſubmir to; and the 
noſt popular Man is he who bribes higheſt, or 
mpoles u n them beſt, . | 
| That theſe Things are common and almoſt 
niverſal, is not ſtrange : Generally ſpeaking, 
herever there is Power, there will be Faction; 
nd wherever there is Money, there will be 
orruption ; ſo that the Heads of Faction, and 
Mc Promoters of Corruption, have from their 
ery Characters, which ought to render them 
pionfſeicſtable, the Means of Popularity, 
wer Who was better beloved at Rome than Spu- 
Doc's Melius, while he was meditating the Slave 
The) the Roman People Who could ever 
ef VOL. II. ö ſuch 


* 
; 9 


314 CATOs LETTERS. 


- ſuch potent Parties, ſuch apres Helene a 
ſuch high Applauſe and Regir » ſuch ropbies \ 
and Starves, as Marius and Hie, Pompey gra 
Ceſar, Auruſtus and Anthony could boaft ; while x 
they were overturning the State, Ape - 

Mankind, and butchering one Half of the 
World, and putting Ves upon the other | 
And, in fine, who was ever, a greater Impoſtor 
and a more admir'd Prophet, than Mahome 
was? All theſe Men were Enemies to. Liberty 
Truth, and Peace, ihe Plagues and Scourges 
of the Earth; but they deceived and deſtroyed 
their People with their own Conſent, and b 
the higheſt Wickedneſs gained the higheſt Pc 

D W 
The two Dukes of Guiſe, Francis and Henry 
Father and Son, were the two moſt popular 
Men that ever France ſaw, and grew ſo by do 
ing it more Miſchief than ever two Men til 
then had done. They were perpetually, du 
ring a Courſe of many Years, deſtroying it 
Peace, violating its Laws, uſurping its Autho 
rity, puſhing at the Crown, raiſing and car 
rying on Rebellions, committing Maſſacres 
and filling it with Blood and Deſolation : The) 
had no one publick End, and did no one pub 
lick Thing bur what was pernicious to Franc 

and yet France adored them. | 

Whoever is the Author of a Civil War, ih, 
Author of all its cruel Conſequences, Plunders 
Devaſtations, Burnings, Rapes, Slaughter 
Oppreſſion, and Famine —— a frightful Cal 
talogue of Crimes to lie. at one Man's Door 
and yet both theſe Dukes had them all to anſwe 
for over and over, and yet were Vaſily below d 
7” —_ 
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© even when they were dead, they continued 
che Authors of long publick Miſeries, by lea- 
oY ving their deſtructive Schemes and their Paity 
ul behind chem? a fierce, lawleſs; and powerful 
le Party, that maintained the Civil War long af- 
"vl ter them, and having deſtroyed Henry the Third, 
be was like to prove too hard even or the great 
Henry the Fourth; nor did he overcome it but 
TY by. infinite Courage, Induſtry, and Patience, 
er and the renouncing of his Religion: Nay, at 
laſt, his Murder was owing to the Spirit of the 
ge League, firſt concerted,” and afterwards cone 
ed ſtantly headed and animated, by theſe two 
bY Dukes ſucceſlively, 1 
Po Had ever ary Country two greater Foes, 
and yet were ever two Men greater Darlings 
of any Country? For Henry Duke of Guiſe 
na particularly, he had ſo much the Hearts of the 
| eople, that their Paſſion for him ran not on- 
tu y to Dorage, but Idolatry; and they blaſ- 
cu phemed God to do the Duke Honour : They 
u worſhipped his Image; they invoked him in 
their Prayers ; they touched religiouſly the 
Hem of his Garment, and with the ſame Spi- 
Writ and Deſign rubbed their Beads upon his 
Clothes; and following him in Multitudes as 
he paſſed their Streets, ſaluted him with Ho- 
annas to the Son of David. | , 
Thus they treated and adored this Idol; a 
wd Man, a publick Incendiary and Deſtroy. - 
Wer, but repreſented to them as their Saviour — 
terne had for the Ends of Ambition put himſelf - 
che Head of the Catholick Cauſe, the ſureſt 
"MVarrant in the World for Miſchief and Ho- 
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Our good Fortune, or our better, Conſtity: 
tion, has hitherto ceſtrained us againſt our Will in 
from running into all theſe Exceſſes of Diſtrac.W ha 
tion and Folly, But we have had our, popu- ha 
lar Idols too; wretched Idols, Who could not bel 
Furniſh us from their Parts or Reputation wih! 
one Reaſon for our Stupidity in admiring them. fr: 
Sometimes paltry and turbulent Prieſts, de- the 
ſtitute of all Virtue and Good-breeding, weak Bel 
and immoral Patricians, or loud and 1gnorantWl bu: 
Plebeians have run away with our Reverence 
without being able to merit our Efleem ; with- 
out Rep they have beeen popular in the 
'Cauſe of Religion, and contended popularly 
for Loyalty by Faction and Rehellion. 

To every Reader, Inſtances of this Nature 
will occur within his own Memory and Ob 
ſervation. To name them with the other great 
Names abovementioned, would be an Honou 
too mighty for them, who were but ſmall 
wicked Men, tho' greatly popular. 

I have often remembered with Compaſſion 
an unfortunate Great Man (till living, but ut: 
terly ruined by his Popularity and falſe Friends 
His Good-nature has been often mentioned pov 
and is grown almolt proverbial : Nor do Crit 
deny it; though by it he never ſerved himſelfMluits 
his Family, or the Publick. On the contrary 
it has proved his Failing and his Crime. 1 
one was to enquire for the Cauſes of his Popu 
larity in the Probity of his Life, the Piety of hi 
Mind, his publick Abilities, private Oecono 
my, or conjugal and domeſtick Virtues, the) 
are Topicks upon which his Friends do no 
extol him: And for his Loyalty, take Loyal 
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1 in what Senſe you will, he will be found to 
have given prepoſterous Proofs of it, and to 
. have been engaged in all the Depths of Re- 
tl bellion and Perjury, and is ſtill engaged. 
by From what has been ſaid, it will not feem 
n. ſtrange that ſome of the moſt popular Men in 
e· ¶ the World have been moſt miſchievous in their 
ak Behaviour and Opinions. What fighting and 
ati burning has there been for Tranſubſtantiation ! 
re what declaiming, damning, and rebelling for 
h · ¶ Paſſive Obedience! what fierce Contention, 
bei and how many fooliſh Arguments for Perfecu- 
rlyM tion ! All which Opinions are a Contradiction 
to Religion and Scripture, an Aﬀront to com- 
ure mon Senſe, and utterly deſtructive of all civil 
band religious Liberty, and all humane Happi- 
eat nels : Nor would .any- of them, or any like 
our them, have ever entred into the [Heart of any 
Man; unleſs he were firſt deceived, or found 
his Account in'deceiving. But even Crimes, 
Contradictions, and Folly will. be popular in 
I: State, when they bring Gain or ſelfiſh Gra- 
tiications to thoſe, who are in Poſſeſſion of a 
Power to render Folly, Contradiction, and 
Crimes, advantageous to the pernicious Pur, , 
luits they are engaged in. „ en 
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1 Have in a former Letter to you, not long 

4 fince, ſhewn the Raſhneſs of Men in ap yin 

to one another the Judgments of God. I al 

in this conſider that Subject further, and endea- 

— to cure that prevailing and uncharitable 
pirit. 

Almoſt all ſorts of Men pretend, in ſome 
Inſtances, to be in the Secrets of the Almighty, 
and will be finding out the unſearchable Pur- 
poſes of his Providence; they will be prying 
into the hidden Things of God, and aſſigning 
ſuch Ends and Motives for his all-wiſe, Diſpen- 
ſatiqns, as are only ſuitable to their own Weak- 
neſs, or Prejudices, or Malice: They give him 
the ſame Paſſions that they themſelves poſleſs, 
and then make him love and hate what and 
whom they themſelves love and hate: They 
are pleaſed with Flattery and Sounds, and 
provoked by Tritles.and Names, and fo. they 
think is he. And as they thus ſanctify all their 
own Doings, Affections, and Fancies with a 
Fiat and Approbation from Heaven, and belye 
and provoke God to make him their Friend ; 
fo they take it for granted that he is an Enemy 
to all their Enemies, and that therefore every 
Evil, or ſeeming Evil, that befalls their Ene- 
mies, or thoſe they diſlike, is a manifeſt Judg- 
ment from God, and a Juſtihcation of what- 


ever they can do againſt them: So that God is 


often 
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often made the Author of every Miſchief which 


they themſelves commit ; but they that feel ir 
think more rationally that they are animate 
by a confrary Spirit, EM 
God made Man after his own Likeneſs, per- 
fect, amiable, merciful, and upright-; and Men 
are bold and fooliſh enough to make God after 
theirs; and almoſt every one has his own, 
faſhioned according to his own Temper, Ima- 
ginations and Prejudices. In this Senſe they 
worſhip as many falſe Gods, as they have 
wrong Notions of the true one; and fo m fome 
fort Politheiſm does yet remain even in the 
Chriſtian World. They only agree in calling 
what they worſhip by the ſame Name; bur 
they conceive him in ſuch a different Manner, 
. differ ſo widely about his Nature and Will, 
and either give him ſuch contradiQtory Attri- 
butes, or do fo contradict one another in ex- 
plaining theſe Attributes, that it is plain they do 
not mean one and the ſame Being, Some make 
God hate what he certainly loves, and others 
make him love what he certainly hates; and all 
take it amiſs if you think they own and adore 
any God but the true God. But let them think 
what they will, many of them ſtill worfhip the 
old Gods of the Heathens, Gods that were de- 
lighted with Baubles, Shew, and Grimaces, 
and with . Cruelty, Revenge, and humane 
Sacrifices. | 
From this miſtaken and impious Spirit it 
roceeds, that when Calamities and Diſaſters 
bete othets, eſpecially thoſe that differ · from 
us, we call them Judgments, and fay that the 
Hand of God is againſt them : But when the 
os O 4. fame 


- 


320 CATOs LETTERS. 
fame Evils or worſe befal our felves, the Stile is 
changed, and then whom God loveth be chaſtneth; 
or if we own them to be Judgments, yet ſtill 
they are Judgments upon us for other Peoples 
ins. 2 

Thus all the Misfortunes that happened to 
Spain for many hundred Years, whether they 
came from the Enemy or the Elements, were 
divine Judgments upon them for ſuffering the 
—— Moors to inhabit that good Catholick 

untry; and therefore, like true Catholicks, 
they brought the greateſt Judgment of all upon 
it, by deſtroying and baniſhing that numerous 
and induſtrious People: And thus the 2 
Pagans, when Alarick King of the Huns ſacked 
Rome, charged the Chriſtians with being the 
Caufe of that and of every other Calamiry that 
befel the Empire: The Chriſtians deſpifed their 
Gods, -and therefore their Gods, out of a par 
ticular ſpite to the Chriſtians, afflicted the whole 
World with Miſeries; and fo Plagues, Wars, 
Hurricanes, and Earthquakes, which were 
Evils that had been in the World from the Be- 
ginning of it, and will be till the End, were, 
notwithſtanding, all ſo many Judgments, occa- 
ſioned by the poor Chriſtians — Hence the 
Beginning of Penalties, Severities, and Perſe. 
cutions againſt them ; and thus the Chriſtians 
came in Time to return the Charge upon the 
Heathens, to uſe the ſame Way of Reaſoning, 
and make the like Repriſals, and with as little 
Equity, Truth, or Clemency : And thus, laft- 
ly, all Parties in Religion have ever dealt with 
one another, EP Gn OO. 
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We are commanded net to judge, leſt we be 
judged"; arid we are told that Vengeance is the 
Lord's, and that Fudgments are in 2 Hand!; alt 
which are to convince us, that we have no 
certain or probable Rule to apply God's Fudg- 
ments by; and that the ſureſt Rule is the Rule 
of Charity, which wiſheth all things, bopeth al 
things,” The Good and Evil that happen to 
Men in this World. are no fure Marks of the 
Approbation and Difpleaſure:of Almighty God, 
who makes his Sun to ſhine, and his Rain to- 
fall upon the Juſt and the Unjuſt: Good For- 
tune and Calamities are the Portion of the 
Good and of the Bad; and if there is any In- 
equality, the Wicked feem to have the Ad- 
vantage. The World had more People and 
Femporal Proſperity in the Times of Hex- 
theniſm, than ſince its Aboliſhment ; Mabome- 
taniſm poſſeſſes much more of the Globe than 
Chriſtianity poſſeſſes; and the Papiſts are more 
numerous than the Proteſtants are, and have 
greater and better Countries. Fhe Apoſtles. 
and Saints were the pooreſt Men in the Worid, 
and debauch'd Men are often uppermoſt, and 
thrive beſt ; and as the Righteous are at leaſt 
2s ſubject to Diſtempers and Affliction while 
they live as the Wicked are, ſo the Wicked die 
with as little Pain and as few Pangs as the. 
Righteous die. : 2 | 

That there is a Providence, and a gracious- 
Providence prefiding over the World, is mani- - 
ſeſt and undeniable ; but how it works, and 
from what particular Motives, in a thouſand: 
I:ftances, none but the Author of it can tell, 
tho? almoſt all pretend to tell, and are for ever 

| O F diving 


322 CA TOS LETT ERS. 
diving into the ſecret Councils of the moſt 
High with as r as ill Succeſs. 
To the Diſcredit of this Practice, it is ob- 
ſervable, that none but the fierce and uncha- 
ritable, the ignorant and narrow-ſpirited Bigots 
and Barbarians come into it or encourage it. 
Men of charitable and benevolent Minds, 
enlarged by Reaſon and Obſervation, condemn 
it as irreligious ; they know tis often malicious 
and diſhoneſt, and always ridiculous and dange- 
rous; they know the Ways of God are paſt 
finding out; they ſee humane Affairs ſo per- 
plexed and unaccountable; Men ſometimes 
riſing and ſometimes falling, both by Virtue 
and, Vice; ſuch Viciſſitudes and Revolutions 
in the Fortunes of Men and of Nations, often 
without any Change in theſe Men and Nations 
from Virtue to Vice, or from Vice to Virtue; 
People growing greater without becoming bet- 
ter, and poorer without growing worſe: They 
behold Good and Evil ſo promiſcuouſly dil- 
penſed ; ſometimes Thouſands of Men, Wo- 
men, and Children of different Spirits, Merit, 
and Morals, ſuffering equally under the ſame 
publick Calamity, or deriving equally the like 
Advantages from publick Proſperity ; they be- 
hold the Adverſity of ſome, the vihble Cauſe 
of the Proſperity of others, who are no better 
than them; and the Proſperity of ſome the 
vilible Cauſe, of the Adverſity of others, who 
are no worſe than them; and one and the ſame 
Thing producing Good and Evil to thoſe who. 
alike deſerve or do not deſerve Good and Evil: 
They ſee fo little Equity or Conſiſtency in the 


Proceedings of Men; ſometimes good Men 
| exalted, 
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exalted,: without any Regard had to their Vir- 
tue; ſometimes wicked Men caſt down, with» 
out any Reſentment of their Crimes; fome- 
times good Men puniſhed: for being good, and 
wicked Men raiſed and rewarded for bein 
wicked ; and fometimes both Good and Bad 
fuftering or proſpering alike ; ſometimes good 
Fortune follawing the Good, and ill Fortune: 
the Bad, and often taking a contrary Freak 
——Lfay, wiſe and honeſt Men, ſeeing all theſe 
Things in this great Confuſion and Ungertainty, 
find ſufficient Reaſon to be afraid of making 
bold with Heaven, and of chriſtning by the 
Name of its Judgments any of theſe Events and 
Evils that afflict any part of Mankind. 

But Bigots, and they, who, to ſerve ill Ends, 
intereſt Heaven in all they do, deal more freely 
and profanely with their great Maker and 
judge, whoſe Councels and Judgments being 
incomprehenſible, it is Impiety and a Contra- 
diction to go about to explain and apply them.. 
The Turks make God the Author of every 
Thing they do, and of every Evil that others; 
fuffer from them. They meaſure his Will by 
the Event; and, with them, whatever is ſuc- 
ceſsful, is lawful and juſt: The Murder of a. 
Prince, or his murdering of others, is never 
ſinful if it ſucceeds :. God, they ſay, bleſſes andi 
approves the Event, elſe he would prevent it.. 
So that, upon this Principle, there can be no- 
ſuch Thing as Wickedneſs and Villainy amongſt _ 
them; for who knows but it may ſucceed; and: 
then it is good? or if it does not ſucceed, Who» 
could foreſee: but ir would? Fhis impious. 
Tenet of that brutiſh People, arms them withe 
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Fierceneſs and Outrage againſt one another, 
and all the World; it animates them to com- 
mit Rapine and Butcheries, and then ſears 
their Conſciences, and prevents all Remorſe. 
Nay, they glory in executing Cruelty, becauſe 
is the Judgment of God, and they are his 

gents. 

I wiſh I could keep this dreadful Principle 
out of Chriſtendom ; but I am ſorry to ſay, it is 
common amongſt - us. Whoever applies the 
1 of God to others, has this Turkiſo 

pirit in him: And all Men that make ſuch 
Appiicuions reaſon fo fooliſhly, ſo falſly, and 
often ſo maliciouſly in their Defence, that every 
Inſtance that I have ever yet met with in all my 
Reading and Obſervation (except the declared 
Inſtances in ſacred Writ) does expoſe them. 

Upon the Murder of Henry the Third of 
France, by Jacques Clement, a Dominican Friar; 
the Deputy of the famous French League, then 
at Rome, tells the Pope, in an Audience giver 
upon that Occaſion, That the Aſſaſſin was 
choſen by God, and divinely. inſpired to mur- 
der his Prince; and calls it a glorious Exploit: 
And tho' that execrable and bloody Monk uſed: 
all the Methods of Falſhood, Lies, and For- 
geries, to get Acceſs to the King, in order to 


deſtroy him; yet the Deputy ſolemnly tells his 


Holineſs, that it was notorious. that the Thing 
came not from Men. Fhe League diſtreſſed, 
reſiſted, and at laſt murdered their Prince: And 
all theſe their own wicked Doings, were forſooth 
the Judgments of God upon him, for fuffering 
Hereſy in the Land. Fj | 
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The Hugenote, on the other hand, made # 


Judgment of that Murder too; but 4 Judgment 
on their Side, for his frequent Breach of Faith 


and Edits with them, and for his Barbarities 
towards them. They ſaid, it was a remark- 
able Providence of God, that he was aſſaſſina- 
ted in the ſame Chamber, where he had con- 
certed the furious Maffacre of St. Bartholomew 


—— in the Chamber, nay, on the ſame Day, 


the fame Hour, and on the fame Spot! Here 
pom ee encountring Judgments ! let who 
will reconcile them. I think both Sides were 
ſufficiently rafh and ridiculous in making them, 
as are all thoſe that do, whatever Side they are 


0 4 . . : 0 , 
The Conqueſt of the Greeks by Mabomet the 
Second, and their {lavifh Subjection to the Turi, 
is afcribed the Jeſuit Maimbonry to the 
Schiſm, which he _ they were guilty of in 
withdrawing their Obedience from the See of 
Rome. Here, according to him, was the Judg- 
ment and the Cauſe of the Judgment. Bayle 
obſerves upon this Occaſion, rhat Rome being 
taken by Charles the Fifth, in 1527, was as 
barbaroufty pillaged by his Troops, as was 
Conſtantinople by the Turks, when they took it: 
And he asks, Whether Maimbourg would take 
it well to be told by the Greeks, that that De- 
ſolation of Rome was a Judgment upon her for 
her Pride and Ambition, in demanding, impe- 
riouſly, of the Greek Church, an abſolute Uni- 
formity and Obedience to her Diſcipline and 
Dictates? He ſays, that Maimbourg, ſince he- 
was dealing in Judgments, might Have as well 
given this another Turn, with which 1 
Ke | 1 | would 
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would have farniſhed. him. That. Hiſtorian 
relates, that when  Mabomet invaded and ſub- 
dued Greece, the then Inhabitants of |Reme, Who 
thought themſelves the Deſcendaũts of the old 
Romans, Who came from /neas, who came from 
Troy, aſſerted poſitively, that all the Deſtructi. 
on brought upon the-Greeks by the Barbarsans, 
was but a Judgment upon them for all the Ra- 
vages which their Greek Anceſtors, had com- 
mitted againſt the Subjects of Priamus, and in, 
1 Deſtruction of Troy ſome Thouſand Years. 
be, -: "Fi 

The Death of Oliver Cromwell was, it ſeems, 
attended or followed by a very high Wind, 
which was nothing ſtrange : But as Oliver had: 


been a Uſurper, and a great Deceiver, and was 


reatly. hated ; moſt of the Vulgar, and many 
that would be thought much wiſer, took it in 
their Heads, that that ſame Storm was a loud 
gment and Declaration of the Wrath of 
eaven againſt him, and that Satan was fetch- 
ing away his Soul in a Whirlwind. But his 
Friends turned it quite another way; and par- 
ticularly Mr. Waller; who made all that Tu- 
mult and Bellowing in the Elements, to be 
artly the Call of Heaven, ſummoning away 
o great a Man, and partly the Sighs and Sym- 
pathy of Nature for his laſt Agonies and De- 
parture. The Copy of Verſes that Waller made 
on that Occaſion, is one of the nobleſt in our 
' Language ; I ſhall conclude with a few Lines 
out of it | 


We muſt reſign; Heaven bis great Soul does claim; 
Þn Storms. as loud as his immortal Fame, 
, His 
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His dying Groans, bis laſs Breath ſbales our Ii; 


And Trees uncut, fall for his Funeral Pale. 
New Rome in ſuch a Tempeſt loſt; ber King, 
And from obeying, fell to worſhipping, 
Nature herſelf tool Notice of his Death, : 
And ſighing, ſwel'd the Sea with ſuch a Breath, 
That to remoteſt Shores ber Billows roll ddt. 
Jh approaching Fate of their great Nuler told. 


v0 * N 8 
18 HE Talent of writing Hiſtory is ſo rare 


on this Side e and more on this 


Side the Channel, that I think moſt of our 
Southern Neighbours have far exceeded us in 
it; as much, perhaps, as ſome of the Ancients. 
have exceeded them. By far the moſt part of 
our Engliſh Hiſtories are pitiful Performances, 
unworthy of a free polite and learned Nation. 


But tho? many. of our Neighbours excel us in the 


Hiſtories of their own Countries, we can boaſt 
of two univerſal Hiſtories, which do Honour 
to the Authors, and their Country. The firſt 
is Sir Walter Rawleigh, one of the worthieſt and 
ableſt Men, that this or any other Country ever 
produced. He. had a Soul as vaſt as the Work 
he undertook, and his Work reſembles him; 
for tho? it has much in it that is foreign to Hiſto- 


ry, it is noble, nervous, and inſtructive ; it's. 


Spirit, Clearneſs, and Stile, are admirable; yo 
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for Narration, Penetration, Knowledge, Sen- 
tences, and Obſervation, he has few Competi- 
tors in Antiquity, nenten 
The other is the very reverend, learned, and 
aged Dr. Prideaux, Dean of Norwich, who has 


with ſuch Capacity, Accuracy, Induſtry, and 
Honeſty, as make it one of the beſt Books that 
ever came into the World, and ſhew him to be 


one of the greateſt Men in it. No Book was 


ever more univerſally read and approved. It is 
indeed a great publick Service done to Man- 
kind, and entitles the Author to the higheſt 
publick Gratitude and Honour. j 

But tho' I never ſaw any great Work to 


which I found fewer Objections; yet, as a 


memorable Proof how infeparably Miſtakes 
and Prejudices cleave to the Mind of Man, 
the great and candid Dr. Prideaux is not with- 
out them; I therefore do not upbraid him with 
them, but rather admire him for having ſo few. 
Fhere are however ſome of his Theological 
Obſervations, which ſeem to me not only ill- 
grounded, but to have a Tendency to create in 
his Readers. wrong Notions of the Deity, and' 
to encourage them to miſtake rhe common Ac- 
cidents of Life, and the common Events of 
Nature, for the 1 of God; and to 
apply them fuperititioufly as ſuch. | 


Of this Kind, is the Obſervation he makes 
upon the Death of Cambyſes, the Perſian Em- 
peror, who had {lam the Egyptian Apis. For 
the better Underſtanding of this, we muſt know, 
that the chief God of the Ægyptians was Oſiris; 
bim they worſhip'd in the Shape of a Bull, and that 
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not only in Imagery, but alſo in | eality; for they | 


kept a Bull in the Temple of Oſiris, which they. 
worſhip'd in his Stead. e Doctor adds, That 
in Imitation of this Idolatry, was it that Aaron 
made the Golden Calf in the Wilderneſs, and 
Jeroboam thoſe in Dan and Bethel, and did ſet 
them up there to be worſhip d ly the Children of 
Iſrael, a the Gods that had brought them out of the 
Land of Egypt. a 1 : 


When this the God and Bull, of the #gyptians 
died, they look'd out 'for another, with ſuch. 
proper Marks and Spots as were certain Indi- 
cations of, his Divinity ; and when they found. 


one, they expreſſed their Joy in great and pub- 
lick Feſtivity. In ſuch a Fit of rejoicing, Cam- 
byſes found the City of Memphis, when he re- 
turned to it, from his unproſperous Expedition 
into Ethiopia. The Agyptias: had juſt then 
found a new God amonglt the Cattle, and had 
lodged him at his Crib in his Temple with 
great Solemnity. Camlyſes had a' Mind to ſee 
this Deity of theirs; ** And, ſays Dr. Prideaux, 
* this Apis _ brought to him, he fell into a 
Rage, as well he might, at the Sight of 
* fuch a God; and, drawing out his Dagger, 
* run'it into the Thigh of the Beaſt; and then 
% reproaching the Prieſts for their Stupidity 
and Wretchedneſs in worſhipping a Brute 


« for a God, ordered them ſeverely to be 


* whip'd, and all the gyptians in Memphis to 
* be {lain, who ſhould be found any more 
* rejoicing there on this Occaſion. The Apis 


* being carried back to the Temple, languiſhed 


a of k s Wound, and died, 
t "\09..q6 14 & (ods . 
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* As to the Death of Cambyſes, , and the Man: 
ger of it, take it alſo in the Doctor's Words: 
As de mounted his Horſe, his Sword fallin 
| © qut of the Scabbard, gave him, a Wou 
in the "Thigh, of which he died: The Egyp- 
© tians remarking, that it was in the ſame Part 
* of the Body, where he had afore wounded 
the Apis, reckoned it as an eſpecial Judg- 
ment from Heaven upon him for that Fact; 
i and perchance they were not much out in 
it: For it ſeldom happening in an Affront 
: — to any particular Mode of Worſhip, 
ho erroneous ſoever it may be, but that 
* Religion in general is wounded hereby; there 
* are many Inſtances in, Hiſtory, wherein God 
* hath very ſignally puniſhed the Profanations 
of Religion in the worſt of Times, and un- 
der the worſt Modes of Heathen Idolatry.. 
Without inquiring whether this be any Com- 
plement to Truth and, Religion, I freely own, 
that the diſtreſſing or diſturbing of any fort. of 
People in any ſort of Worſſ ip, however falſe and 
ridiculous, where the ſame does not violate Pro- 
perty or humane Society, is an Invaſion of the 
Rights of Nature and Conſcience; and no Man 
can do it with a wiſe and honeſt Deſign: And 
what Men do f this Kind, out, of 1 
of A. or Self. Ends, no one, \ ill ju ify. It 
People will play the Fool in their Devotion, 
they only expoſe themſelves, but hurt not 
others: and whoever does Hurt to them, does 
but warrant them to return it: And hence is 
the ſure Beginning, of, Tyranny- and of eternal 
civil and religious War.  Evary, 0 e 
every Religion falſe or fooliſh, which he does 
F: : not. 
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not embrace; and his own. the beſt, tho it be 
the worſt. And if in this univerſal Obſtinacy 
of every Man to every religious Opinion which 
he has.imbibed, a Diſpute by the Sword, and 
Arguments of Authority and Force, were en- 
couraged, or but permitted, Contuſion and 
Slaughter would be their chief Employment. 

r1 

other Men's Thoughts, the Effects would be 
every where alike ; that is, the Stupidity and 
Slavery of Turks, would be the Portion and 
Character of Engliſbmen. . 5 

But I cannot think that the wounding of a 
Bull, even of a conſecrated Bull, and the whip- 
ping of his Priefts, were ſuch Crimes as, be- 
yond all the other Crimes of Cambyſes, called 
for the avenging Judgments of God upon him. 
He had others to anſwer for of à far more 
black, malignant, and deteſtable Nature: He 
put his Brother to Death for his Merit, and 
for a Dream that he had concerning him. 
He killed, by a Kick in the Belly, his beloved 
Wife Meroe, who was alſo his Siſter, and then 
with-child by him, for lamenting. the Death 
of her muder'd Brother. He cauſed ſeveral 
© of. his principal Followers to be buried alive, 
* without 775 Cauſe deſerving of it, and daily 
* ſacrificed ſome ot᷑ o er of them to his wild 
* Fury. And when Cræſus (formerly King of 
* Lydia, the old and faithful Friend and Coun: 
* ſellor of his Father Cyrus) adviſed him agaitiſt: 
* thoſe Proceedings, and; laid before him the 
ill Conſequences which they would lead to, 
* he ordered bim to be put to Death; and 
hen thofe who received his Orders, 'know-" 
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ing he would repent of it next Day, did 
Attberefore defer the F Execution, he cauſed them 
all to be executed for it, though at the fame 
* Time he expreſſed great Joy that Creſus 
was alive: And out of a meer Humour, 
„only to ſhew his Skill in Archery, he ſhot 
. © to Death the Son of Prexaſpes, who was the 
Chief of his Favourites.” He cauſed the 
Magiſtrates of Memphis: to be put to Death, 
for anſwering truly to a Queſtion he asked 
them. In his mad March over the Lybian 
Sands, to invade a People that had done him 
nd Harm, he deſtroyed moſt of his vaſt Army, 
Fifty Thoufand in one Place, and the reſt were 
reduced by Famine to feed on each other. 
Which now is moſt likely, and moft becom- 
ing the divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, that 
the great God of Heaven and Earth ſhould be 
more offended with this black Catalogue of 
Cruelties and Crimes, than with a haſty Blow 
given to a Brute worſhipped as God ; which 
the Doctor owns had juſtly provoked the Rage 
of Cambyſes > And is the Almighty more pro- 
voked at an Affront put upon an Idol, and upon 
the Attendants of an Idol, which falſly and 
impudently is made to repreſent him, than at a 
terrible and raging T y, that ſpreads Blood 
and * * the — of the ro ? 
Cambyſes, upon his invading Egypr, did ano- 
ther Thing as bad as the c of Apis; 


I ſhall relate it in the Doctors own Words : 
Finding that the Garrifon of Peluſium, a 
& ſtrong Frontier Town, were all Egyptians, 
* in an Aſſault which he made upon the City, 
he placed a great Number of Cats, . 
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Doctor makes no Reflection upon this, 


exerciſe ſuch Fury upon the Gods and Worſhip 
of the . many of the Jewiſh Lead 
and eſpecially the Maccabees did, often our 
their own Country, and often without. Proyo- 
cation ? IEEE: Se. 5 bites 
The Primitive Fathers are every where full 
of Sarcaſms againſt the Heatheniſh Worſhip 
which they treat conſtantly with Ridicule an 
4 | Reproach, 
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/ Behaviour of theirs; i « 
PM. not rather nity gain Adyant : 
und deu, Bendties. By comparink it with the iſ . 

- Abſurdiries, the Foppeties,' Nonſenſe, Corrup- . 


tions, und Vanities of the Pagans 2 Truth can. ; 
not ſuffer by expoſin *Falſhsods, which can „ 
no more bear the Face of Truth, than Dark. . 
nes car che Fate the Sun. No two Things ſ «| 
\are mute unlike than true and falle Religion; I 1 
und * wa ey ran am 3 ie both 
in any Reſpect, as the ſame Arguments cannot }, 
deed" Truth "dnd' Error. In 82 eras Reli- 5 
gion is defended and recommended by the very 
Means that expoſe and deſtroy a falſe one. I 1 
Rave therefore oſten wondered at. 2 Say ing of 
Mr. Colſier's, tho” not that it was ſaid by him; ¶ _. 
mamely, That the Tranſition is eafy from tidt- g 
cüling a falſe Religion to the ridiculing a true 2. 
one; or Words to that Effect. Than which ir 
nothing could be more unjuſtly ſaid: They are b. 
as oppolite as Law and the Violation of Law; an 
as unlike as Juſtice and Oppreſſion; and as g 
different as CHœiſt and Beſia!: How ſhould the 
Worſhip of Dæmons reſemble the Worſhip of 
the true God? And if they cannot be miſtaken 
for each other, how can Oy armoyed b 
the fame Weapons d The Fathers were fo 
far from ſuch an Imagination, that in their 
Railleries and Reaſonings upon the devout 
Fooleries of the Gentiles, they did not treat 
them with a- bit the more Reverence or Regard 
for their being eſtabliſnedd by a Law. 
So much may ſerve to ſhew, that the true 
Religion can have no Sympathy with the Falſe, 
— vs not 
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nor ſuffer in its Sufferings. As to the Death of | 
Cambyſes, I do. not ſee any Sign of a Judgment 
in it, unleſs every Death occaſioned by an Ac- 
cident or an Inſtrument, is a Judgment. Indeed 
every Diſaſter, before it can be called a Judgment 
in this Senſe of the Wor muſt be proved a Mi- 
racle; and common Effects from viſible and 
common Cauſes, as they anno Miracles, ſo nei- 
ther can they be called Ja unleſs God, 
the Author of Judgthents,” declares them fo, as 
he did not in the Caſe before us. Many a 
good Man has been killed in a more terrible 
Manner, as were all the Saints and Martyrs. 
Now where is the Miracle of a Sword fal- 
ling out of the Sheath, when a Man is mount- 
ing his Horſe? And where was it more likely 
to fall than on his Leg or his Thigh? If in- 
deed it had got out of the Scabbard of its own 
accord, and mounted up to his Head and cut 
it off, it might have looked like a Judgment ; 


but yet 1 ſhould have looked out rather for 
any Cauſe of it, than the killing of a deified 
ull. . 
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